
Welcome to a first in the automotive world – the 
Motoring Literary & Art Festival.

Organised by leading publisher Porter Press 
International, and held at Whittlebury Park – the 
motorsport-themed hotel located ‘next door’ to the 
famous Silverstone race circuit.

In the grand tradition of established literary 
festivals such as Cheltenham and Hay, there will be 
a programme of distinguished speakers and panel 
discussions, plus talks by authors, drivers, engineers, 
collectors, restorers and designers.

Complementing the literary aspects of the event will 
be an amazing selection of motoring art, with leading 
artists displaying and selling their work, together with 
vendors of prints and evocative period photographs.

The Festival programme is constantly evolving with new 
guests, activities and theatre events being added – do 
check back regularly to see updates.

For entry options, theatre programme and full details about the 
speakers and Festival activities, see below:
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Entry Options

Day Entry

In order to attend the Festival, you must first book entry – select from the options below.

This is very important, as without an entry pass, you will not be able to attend any speaker sessions.

As an added incentive, we are offering a complimentary book (while stocks last) from a list of more than a 
dozen of our titles (some of which retail at £60) for each entry booking and additionally for each session 
booked. One couple will be getting 10 books. having booked you will receive a list of books by email from 
which to choose.

Your ticket will be checked on arrival at the Event Front Desk where you will be given a wristband to wear 
for the duration of your stay. You may exit and return during the day.

Entry to the venue only – coffee, tea, snacks and lunch will be available to purchase in the Silverstone 
Bar, adjacent to the main hotel reception.

Day Package

Day entry plus morning coffee, three-course lunch and afternoon tea served buffet-style.

Overnight Package

Day Package plus:

Launch Dinner on Saturday evening at 7.30pm. This will take place in a private dining room at the 
hotel. Three courses including a half bottle of wine per person. The dress code is ‘smart casual’.  

Overnight accommodation in a Standard bedroom at the hotel.

Three-course buffet lunch on Sunday in the Astons Restaurant close to the main hotel reception.

Overnight Package for two

Day Package plus:

Launch Dinner on Saturday evening at 7.30pm. This will take place in a private dining room at the 
hotel. Three courses including a half bottle of wine per person. The dress code is ‘smart casual’.  

Overnight accommodation in a Standard bedroom at the hotel (two people sharing one room).

Three-course buffet lunch on Sunday in the Astons Restaurant close to the main hotel reception.

VIP Experience for one

Overnight Package Plus: The accommodation will be upgraded to  a Club Executive room. Dinner 
will include a pre-dinner ‘fizz’ reception in the Bentleys Lounge with Festival Theatre Speakers 
and distinguished guests. Lunch on Sunday will be in a private dining room with the Speakers and 
distinguished guests.

VIP Experience for two

Overnight Package Plus: The accommodation will be upgraded to a Club Executive room (two people 
sharing one room). Dinner will include a pre-dinner ‘fizz’ reception in the Bentleys Lounge with 
Festival Theatre Speakers and distinguished guests. Lunch on Sunday will be in a private dining room 
with the Speakers and distinguished guests.
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If you wish to enhance your Festival attendance, you may wish to include one of the optional extras 
shown below.

Launch Dinner

Three-course dinner will include a half bottle of wine per person. The dress code is ‘smart casual’. The 
venue will be in a private dining room at Whittlebury Park.

Price is shown per person.

If you have booked a Premium or VIP experience, the Launch Dinner is included.

Silverstone Interactive Museum entry

Saturday 5 November only.

Entry to the Museum. 

Includes the option of a private VIP tour (on the hour throughout the day) of the museum, bringing 
to life the story of Silverstone, the home of British motor racing; the history and detail of the current 
vehicle collection; time for a Q&A session and if the weather is favourable a brief walking tour 
around the circuit near to the museum. Tour slot times to be booked with Porter Press via  
louise@porterpress.co.uk.

Whittlebury Spa entry – Saturday

Enjoy unlimited relaxing time in the Spa facilities – pool, jacuzzi, sauna, steam rooms and full access 
to the gym and wellness facilities. 

Pampering treatments to be booked separately direct with the Spa on +44 (01) 327 850489

Whittlebury Spa entry – Sunday

Enjoy unlimited relaxing time in the Spa facilities – pool, jacuzzi, sauna, steam rooms and full access 
to the gym and wellness facilities. 

Pampering treatments to be booked separately direct with the Spa on +44 (01) 327 850489.

Festival Extras
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Please arrive for your pre-booked theatre session five minutes before the start time.  Book signing 
sessions will follow most theatre appearances.

Theatre 1 – Motor Sport – sponsored by Classic & Sports Finance

Time

10-11.30am BRM Panel with Howden Ganley, Tony Southgate, Mike Pilbeam &    
(provisionally) Sir Jackie Stewart

11.30am-1pm Lord Hesketh in conversation with James Page

2.30-4pm Peter Stevens on Peter Stevens

4-5.30pm  The All-Conquering Porsche 956s & 962s  –  panel discussion

Theatre 2

Time

10-11am TBC

11am-12pm Sir John Egan on Saving Jaguar

12-1pm Blowing the Bloody Doors Off with Matthew Field & David Salamone

2.30-3.30pm Simon Kidston: The Stories Behind the Business

3.30-4.30pm The Evolution of Motoring Art with Andrew Marriott & Guests

4.30-5.30pm Electrocuted: The Lightning GT Story with Iain Sanderson

Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

Time

9.30-10.30am TBC

10.30-11.30am JUE 477: The World’s First Production Land-Rover – Julian Shoolheifer in 
conversation with author Martin Port

11.30am-12.30pm Camel Trophy Winners: Bob & Joe Ives chat with event photographer and 
author Nick Dimbleby 

2.30-3.30pm 20 Years Off-Road: Land Rover Monthly editor, Patrick Cruywagen on a 4WD 
passion that has seen him travel the world 

3.30-4.30pm Trans-Africa Land-Rover: Saharan crossings, John Wayne and an Aussie called 
Phil – Martin Port

4.30-5.30pm The Last Overland: Alex Bescoby on retracing the steps of a legendary Land 
Rover expedition

Festival Speaker Sessions – Itinerary
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Meet our Speakers

BRM Panel with Howden Ganley, Tony Southgate, Mike 
Pilbeam & (provisionally) Sir Jackie Stewart

More information as soon as possible.

Lord Hesketh in conversation with James Page

To anyone of a certain age, Lord Alexander Hesketh needs 
no introduction. At the age of 22, no less, he started his own 
Formula 1 team. Initially, no-one took them, and their rather 
wild driver, nick-named Hunt-the-Shunt, seriously. 

However, that all changed when James Hunt won the 1974 
International Trophy in a Hesketh 308 and then finished third in the Swedish Grand Prix, behind the Tyrrells of 
Scheckter and Depailler, and ahead of World Champions Fittipaldi and Hill. Hunt finished third twice more that 
season. In ‘75 he won the Dutch GP and Hesketh finished fourth (out of 13) in the Constructors’ Championship.

Philip Porter: ‘I still have my Hesketh Superbear T-shirt! When James Page, who is writing our Hesketh book, 
and I first visited Lord Hesketh, we spent much of the time laughing. He does not pull any punches, is absolutely 
fascinating and hilarious. We are honoured and thrilled that he can join us.’ 

Peter Stevens on Peter Stevens

Peter Stevens has had an extraordinary career as an automotive 
designer that has seen him work with Lotus, Lamborghini, MG 
Rover, Prodrive, BMW and many others. He also designed the 
body for Gordon Murray’s sensational McLaren F1 hypercar and 
is currently writing the complete story of another of his high-
performance landmarks – the Jaguar XJR-15.

At Lotus, where he was chief designer for five years, he was responsible for the revised Esprit and Eclat, and 
the 1980s Elan. He held the same role at McLaren and later at Lamborghini. He undertook consultancy work for 
Prodrive, BMW, Williams and Toyota. He also became Visiting Professor of Vehicle Design at the Royal College of 
Art. 

In the motor racing world, he was responsible for the exterior design and interior ergonomics for the 1999 Le 
Mans-winning BMW LM99. He was also retained by a large number of teams over the years to design their racing 
liveries. 

Philip Porter: ‘Chatting with Peter is a fascinating experience. There does not appear to be anybody in the 
automotive world that he does not know or has not worked with. He is a superb and amusing speaker.’   

Theatre 1 – Motor Sport

Theatre 1 – Motor Sport

Theatre 1 – Motor Sport
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 The All-Conquering Porsche 956s & 962s – panel discussion

When on 22 June 1981 the Board of Directors at Porsche AG 
gave the green light for the development and build of a new 
sports-prototype, called Typ 956, little did they know that this 
car would become the most successful purpose-built race car in 
automotive history. Over the following decade the Porsche 956, 
and its later long-wheelbase version, the 962, would win five 
consecutive world championships and take victory at Le Mans seven times.

Motorsport commentator Mark Cole, will be in conversation with several legendary 956/962 pilots, including 
John Fitzpatrick, plus author Serge Vanbockryck and collector Henry Pearman. The full panel will be announced 
as soon as possible.

Details TBC

Sir John Egan on Saving Jaguar

When John Egan arrived at Jaguar Cars in April 1980, newly 
appointed as Chief Executive, the company’s very survival was in 
grave doubt. In fact, the situation looked utterly hopeless.

Not only was the once-proud Jaguar company a part of the 
catastrophic British Leyland conglomerate but he was greeted at 
the gates by the workforce – on strike!

The odds against saving Jaguar were immense. Quality was appalling, the workforce bitter, the management 
disillusioned and any profits had been sucked out by BL to stem its mounting losses. The Labour Government had 
introduced the ‘closed shop’, giving the unions and their despotic militant shop stewards immense power.
Sir John will tell the story of how he gradually overcame the odds and, piece by piece, rebuilt this great company, 
winning over the workforce, the overseas dealers and, most important of all, the customers. 
Working with Margaret Thatcher and her Government, Egan and his team overcame every obstacle, every set-
back, every challenge.

Again and again, it looked impossible. Yet using innovative techniques, intelligence, eloquence, openness, motor 
racing and much more, they saved this most charismatic company which has created some of the finest and 
most loved motor cars of all time.

It is an amazing story that will appeal equally to enthusiasts and those in business.

Theatre 1 – Motor Sport

Theatre 2

Theatre 2
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Blowing the Bloody Doors Off with Matthew Field & David 
Salamone

Sir Michael Caine: ‘The Italian Job was a great time in my life. We 
were all young and we had so much fun making it. [The film] is a 
snapshot of the sixties and perfectly encapsulated the decade: 
the cars, the fashion, the fun and the optimistic attitude that 
was in the air.’

Matthew Field is the world’s leading authority on The Italian Job. In 2009 he co-produced and directed a feature-
length documentary about the film for Paramount Pictures.

His book, The Self Preservation Society - 70 Years of The Italian Job, was voted 2019 Motoring Book of the Year by 
the Royal Automobile Club, in a unanimous decision by the judges.

David Salamone, together with his father, sourced the vehicles for the film and ended up driving the red Mini with 
Caine as his passenger. He will be coming over from his home in France especially for the Festival.

Theatre 2

Theatre 2

Simon Kidston: The Stories Behind the Business

Simon Kidston, the well-known historic car dealer, collector, 
writer, publisher and commentator, has had a fascinating career. 
Most recently he was in the news as the man who successfully 
bid for the Mercedes-Benz 300 SLR ‘Uhlenhaut Coupe’ that sold 
for $142m, the highest price ever paid for a motor car. 

His uncle, Glen Kidston, was one of the original ‘Bentley Boys’. Simon grew up in Siena, in Italy and was educated 
in Switzerland, where he is now based. He began his career with Coys in 1988 and in 1996 co-founded and was 
President of Brooks Europe, later Bonhams Europe, leaving in 2006 to form Kidston SA in Geneva.

He has been a prime mover in many of the world’s leading concours events including Villa d’Este and the Cartier 
Travel With Style Concours in India. He is a most accomplished and amusing speaker. His book, Lamborghini 
Miura, was one of the fastest selling of all time and copies are now priced on the internet at over £5000 with the 
Jota edition at £9000.
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Electrocuted: The Lightning GT Story with Iain Sanderson

In the ‘90s Iain created, built up and sold a very successful 
UK-based marketing communications business called ‘Dynamo 
Marketing’. To celebrate, he ordered a Ronart Lightning V8 
sports car. Visiting the factory, he decided to invest and help the 
business.

Living in London, it became apparent that the days of lumbering V8s commuting through urban areas were 
numbered. So the decision was taken to build, from the ground up, a new electric GT car based on the Lightning.

This kicked off an extraordinary automotive business adventure story. It involves so much: disgraced financier 
Bernie Madoff, Dieselgate, royalty, fire, legislation, politicians, corrupt investors and various OEMs… the list 
goes on. In 2009, let’s not forget, Tesla was rescued by a US Government loan; in the UK, the Lightning wasn’t. 
Unveiled at that year’s London Motor Show, it won ‘Car of the Show’.

Iain will tell the story with both humour and candour, and huge respect throughout for all who worked with 
him on the project. The Lightning GT show car now resides in the British Motor Museum where it attracts more 
attention than most, an EV with real presence.

Philip Porter: ‘This is a compelling story with so many twists and turns, and so much drama and intrigue. When 
Iain first gave me a flavour, I was entirely seduced. It’s a great story and will make a tremendous book. One 
Government Minister scoffed and said, ’There will never be electric cars in my lifetime!’

Theatre 2

The Evolution of Motoring Art with Andrew Marriott & Guests

Illustrations of chariot racing still exist in ancient Greek and 
Roman temples. So, it could be argued that this was the first 
form of motoring art.

Motoring art in its current form followed very quickly after the 
first cars were created and marketed, the manufacturers swiftly 
commissioning artists to provide colour illustrations for their early brochures.

Thus the Evolution of Motoring Art will surely be a most interesting topic for one of Sunday’s forums with 
a panel discussion led by art exhibition organiser and broadcaster Andrew Marriott, who has been curating 
motoring art exhibitions for over 30 years.

Joining him on the panel will be Rupert Whyte, who runs Britain’s leading motoring art sales company Historic 
Car Art, and Tony Clarke, one of Britain’s foremost motoring art collectors and historians with a particular 
expertise in pre- and early post-war motoring art.

Also on the panel will be Jonny Ambrose, a cutting edge artist, who has pioneered the use of 3D printing for his 
sculptures.

Theatre 2
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Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

Camel Trophy Winners: Bob & Joe Ives chat with event 
photographer and author Nick Dimbleby 

Between 1980 and 2000, Camel Trophy took more than 
500 amateur adventurers from 35 different countries on 
extraordinary and challenging journeys through some of the 
world’s most interesting places. On most of these events, teams 
drove specially-prepared Land Rovers, taking them to the limit 
and beyond in some of the harshest environments known to motorised vehicles.

Brothers, Bob and Joe Ives enjoy the distinction of being the only UK winners, taking victory in 1989. They will be 
joined by Nick Dimbleby, a member of the official photographic team and award-winning author of Camel Trophy 
- The Definitive History.  

Bob and Joe are kindly bringing their Camel Trophy Defender for display at the Festival. 

JUE 477: The World’s First Production Land-Rover – Julian 
Shoolheifer in conversation with author Martin Port

When award-winning restorer Julian Shoolheifer was tasked 
with breathing new life into the first production Land-Rover 
- chassis number one – few would have been bold enough to 
tackle the mammoth task that lay ahead. 

Having spent half a century exposed to the ravages of time and the Northumberland weather, this remarkable 
vehicle – a milestone in the history of four-wheel-drive vehicles – would be the subject of a unique restoration at 
the hands of leading experts and overseen by the National Science Museum.
  
The resulting restoration not only met the brief to use as much of the original vehicle as was possible – 
employing new techniques and methods in the process – but immediately picked up the award for best 1940s 
vehicle at the Hampton Court Concours of Elegance upon its public debut in 2021.

Martin Port was the author and photographer tasked with recording the entire restoration as well as researching 
and documenting the history of this previously unsung hero of the Land-Rover world. The resulting book was 
shortlisted for both RAC Motoring Book of the Year and Publication of the Year at the Historic Motoring Awards, 
and we are delighted to have both author and restorer present to discuss this truly unique project.

Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

Details TBC

Theatre 3 – Land-Rover



Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

The Last Overland: Alex Bescoby on retracing the steps of a 
legendary Land Rover expedition

Award-winning filmmaker Alex Bescoby, is certainly no stranger 
to travel and most recently completed a 19,000km journey by 
Series One Land Rover in a bid to retrace the steps covered by 
the legendary ‘First Overland’ expedition of 1955.

The reverse journey which saw Bescoby and his team drive from Singapore to London, is now the subject of 
a new book and upcoming television show and we are delighted to welcome Alex to talk about this unique 
experience.

Driving a Series One Land Rover is never without adventure; driving one across 23 countries and over 111 days 
means that Alex has more than his fair share of stories to tell – starting with how he enrolled one member of the 
original expedition to help plan this new adventure! 
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Trans-Africa Land-Rover: Saharan crossings, John Wayne and 
an Aussie called Phil – Martin Port

Hot on the heels of the hugely successful JUE 477 publication, 
Martin Port’s latest offering tells the story of another truly 
unique Land-Rover – one that helped a young Australian by the 
name of Philip Kohler travel from Cape Town to London and 
successfully complete a solo crossing of the Sahara in the early 1960s.

Kohler not only took his trusty Leica camera with him – recording hundreds of stunning images on Kodachrome 
film as he went – but he also kept a meticulously-curated file of letters, telegrams and receipts that helped 
document his remarkable journey. His Series II Land-Rover delivered him safe and sound to London in 1962, but 
not before providing him with a fledgling career in the movie industry, thanks to a chance encounter with John 
Wayne and Hatari! director, Howard Hawks in Arusha. Kohler would go on to work as location manager on Star 
Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, Full Metal Jacket and no less than nine James Bond films.

Hear some of the amazing anecdotes and tales of derring do – as well as how he returned the Series II to the 
road – as Martin Port talks about why he is so passionate about this particular project.

Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

Theatre 3 – Land-Rover

20 Years Off-Road: Land Rover Monthly editor, Patrick 
Cruywagen on a 4WD passion that has seen him travel the 
world 

Patrick Cruywagen has spent most of his life around four-wheel-
drive vehicles and for the last 20 years has specialised in writing 
about them for various leading consumer magazines – most 
recently as editor of Land Rover Monthly.

From his native South Africa to the UK, Patrick has been at the wheel of an enormous variety of Land Rovers in 
some far flung regions of the world and has clocked up drives in dozens of countries – a staggering 32 of them 
with good friend and renowned explorer, Kingsley Holgate. With an arsenal of anecdotes at his disposal and a 
multitude of overland trips to draw upon, this is certain to be an entertaining session for fans of both travel and 
four-wheel-drive motoring. 



We have some great creative types taking exhibition space:

David Johnson will be painting a new artwork at the event in 
aid of Race Against Dementia.

One of the all-time best known names in motoring books, 
Chaters, will be with us. 

Robin Bark will have his superb sculptures – inspired by 
iconic classic cars and motorcycles.

Our friends at Amalgam, creators of fantastic models, will 
be there. 

Ludlow Bookbinders, our specialist binders, will be actively 
involved.

HCVA (Historic & Classic Vehicles Alliance) – non-profit 
organisation campaigning to protect the future of classic 
and historic vehicles.

The Automobile motoring magazine – The only monthly 
magazine specialising in pre-1960 motor cars.

Drawing From the Best – original fine art illustrations, 
limited editions and open ended prints

Festival Exhibitors
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A brand-new event organised by leading publisher Porter Press International, it will be held at Whittlebury Park – 
the motorsport-themed hotel located ‘next door’ to the famous Silverstone race circuit.

In the same manner as established literary festivals such as Cheltenham and Hay, there will be a programme of 
distinguished speakers and panel discussions, plus talks by authors, drivers, engineers, collectors, restorers and 
designers.

The star line-up of guest speakers and VIPs will include Lord Hesketh, who will be talking about his legendary 
Formula One team, which was based at his nearby ancestral home of Easton Neston. Having entered Formula 
One in 1973, Hesketh Racing launched the career of James Hunt, who claimed the team’s first victory in the 1974 
International Trophy at Silverstone.

Porter Press is working closely with Lord Hesketh on the full, uncensored history of his team, which is set to be 
published later this year.

Sir Jackie Stewart is aiming to attend as his ‘Race Against Dementia’ is the event’s charity partner.

They will be joined by Peter Stevens, who has had an extraordinary career as an automotive designer that has 
seen him work with Lotus, Lamborghini, MG Rover, Prodrive, BMW and many others. He also designed the body 
for Gordon Murray’s sensational McLaren F1 hypercar and is currently writing the complete story of another of his 
high-performance landmarks – the Jaguar XJR-15.

Complementing the literary aspects of the event will be an amazing selection of motoring art, with leading artists 
displaying and selling their work, together with vendors of prints and evocative period photographs.

Philip Porter said: 
‘This is an idea I had in principle about three years ago but the pandemic put everything 

on hold. Now we are raring to go and I hope this will build and build as a significant 
annual event on the motoring calendar. We are aiming to have content to appeal to a 

wide spread of motoring enthusiasts.’

About the Motoring and Literary Festival

11



Sunday Festival opening times: 9 am to 5.30 am. 

Entry to the event will be signed clearly from the main hotel reception. 

All activities are on the ground floor and are fully accessible.

Aside from the three theatres, you will have the opportunity to view, engage with and purchase from the literary 
and art-themed exhibitors – for the full list, please visit the main website.

There is plenty of parking at Whittlebury Park, with space outside the main front door for Blue Badge holders.

Whittlebury Park is nestled in hundreds of acres of ancient parkland and just a 10-minute drive from junction 15a of 
the M1 and 20 minutes from central Milton Keynes,

For directions, click https://www.whittlebury.com/information/how-to-find-us and follow the onscreen 
instructions.

Venue information and Facilities
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