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LOCAL + BUSINESS

Supporters of Palm Beach County’s
Community ID Program are scrambling
to find new funding after a recently
passed state law bars local governments

from underwriting it.
The program, started in 2019, has is-

sued or renewed more than 4,000 iden-
tifications to undocumented people,
who use them to access health care, en-
ter gated communities or libraries and
open bank accounts, according to Peo-
ple Engaged in Active Community Ef-
forts, a coalition of ministries that ad-
vocates on behalf of the poor and un-
documented people.

West Palm Beach provided the initial

funding for the program, and Palm
Beach County has chipped in to under-
write it in recent years.

But local governments will no longer
be allowed to pay for such programs go-
ing forward.

Paige Shortsleeves, a lead organizer
for PEACE, said the Legal Aid Society of
Palm Beach County, which administers
the Community ID Program, is looking
for other sources of funding.

“We know there’s grant opportuni-

ties and things like that,” Shortsleeves
said. “That’s what we’re looking at.”

Shortsleeves said PEACE and Legal
Aid are checking with officials in Bro-
ward and Miami-Dade counties to see
how they cope with funding losses for
their community ID programs.

“That’s the million dollar question,”
she said. “That’s what we’re trying to
figure out.”

ID program scrambles for funds
New law won’t allow local
governments to help pay 

Wayne Washington
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ID PROGRAM, Page 3C

The Hive empire of gifts, garden dé-
cor, boutiques and baked goods is ex-
panding south to a new space and with a
new product line of contemporary fur-
niture designs for buyers who want
sleek and modern over colorful and kit-
schy.

Called Pure by Hive, the showroom at
4805 S. Dixie Highway in the popular
community south of Southern Boule-
vard, nicknamed SoSo, is expected to

open in November, said Sara McCann,
founder and creative director of Hive
Collective.

It’s a geographic shift for the bustling
company, whose shops are nestled clos-
er to downtown West Palm Beach, but
also one of aesthetics as new residents
from the Northeast and California move
to the modern-style homes being built
at a breakneck pace in SoSo.

“What we saw is throughout COVID
we had a lot of people move here who
were used to living in chic New York and
California,” said McCann, also noting
the trend of Palm Beachers who sold
homes for big money on the island and
moved to coastal West Palm Beach. 

“We have a really great updated 
Old Florida look, but maybe some

younger families want more contem-
porary.”

SoSo in West Palm bulges with
new homes, residents and stores

McCann isn’t alone in thinking the
Dixie Highway corridor south of
Southern Boulevard is the next eco-
nomic boomtown in West Palm Beach.

More than $20 million in commer-
cial real estate deals were completed in
the past two years in the 4000 and
5000 blocks of South Dixie Highway
alone, according to Palm Beach County
Property Appraiser records.

The transactions have transformed 

Sara McCann is the owner of Hive Collective and McCann Design Group. The Pure by Hive showroom is scheduled to open
in the SoSo district in November. DAMON HIGGINS/PALM BEACH POST

Designers are flocking
to South Dixie Corridor 
Burgeoning SoSo District
is seen as new hot spot

Kimberly Miller
Palm Beach Post
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See DESIGNERS, Page 2C

DELRAY BEACH – Four workers at
the Sundy Village construction site were
injured Thursday after a large crane top-
pled over.

The crane collapsed at the intersec-
tion of Swinton Avenue and Atlantic Av-
enue around 11:45 a.m. 

The Delray Beach Fire Rescue treated
and transported the four injured work-
ers to Delray Medical Center.

They are subcontractors who were
working for crane operators on the site,

Delray Beach Fire Rescue spokeswoman
Dani Moschella said. 

Two of the victims were treated as
trauma alerts, and the other two as
basic life support patients, Moschella
said.

The Occupational Safety and Health
Administration will further investigate
the incident.

Jasmine Fernández is a journalist
covering Delray Beach and Boca Raton
at The Palm Beach Post. You can reach
her at jfernandez@pbpost.com and fol-
low her on Twitter at @jasminefer
nandz. Help support our work. Sub-
scribe today.

A crane crashed Thursday at the Sundy Village construction site in Delray Beach.
Paramedics took four crane workers to Delray Medical Center, two of them as
trauma alerts. PROVIDED BY DELRAY BEACH FIRE RESCUE

Delray Beach crane crash
injures four construction
workers at Sundy Village
Jasmine Fernández
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

A 26-year-old man is facing a first-
degree murder charge in connection to
the fatal shooting of a woman on the
last day of 2020 in West Palm Beach. 

City police allege that James Tooks
III of West Palm Beach was involved in
the death of 37-year-old Ashley Cur-
tiss, who was shot in her vehicle as she
waited at a stoplight on 45th Street
near Interstate 95 early on the morn-
ing of Dec. 31, 2020. 

Curtiss’ death was the last of 99
homicides to occur in Palm Beach
County that year. 

Circuit Judge Kirk Volker ordered
Tooks to be held without bail at the
Palm Beach County Jail on Thursday,
one day after his arrest.

Tooks’ arrest report, made public
Thursday, did not indicate a motive for
the shooting or say whether police had
recovered a weapon. 

Investigators say a relative of Tooks
rented the 2020 Chevrolet Malibu that
pulled up alongside Curtiss’ Cadillac at
about 12:30 a.m. that day and that fin-
gerprints from the Malibu and its win-
dow tint matched those of Tooks and
another man.

The arrest report does not indicate
whether the other man is suspected in
Curtiss’ death, or if he will face any
criminal charges.

Witnesses told police investigators
that the Malibu, a dark-colored vehicle
with darkly tinted windows, pulled
next to the passenger side of Curtiss’
Cadillac, according to the arrest re-
port. 

They described seeing a person
with an assault rifle hanging out of the
driver’s side rear window and firing
shots through the Cadillac’s front
windshield.

The Malibu turned up behind an
abandoned residence on the 1400 

Arrest in
fatal 2000
shooting 
at stoplight
Witnesses: Man fired
assault weapon from car

Julius Whigham II
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ARREST, Page 2C
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“Undergoing cataract removal was associated with a lower risk of developing dementia among older 

adults, according to a new study, supported in part by NIA. Published in JAMA Internal Medicine on 

Dec. 6, 2021, the study suggests that the improvement in the quality of life for the affected individual 

and family is likely considerable given the substantial association and its lasting effect beyond 10 years.

The prevalence of hearing (1 out of 3) and vision impairment (1 out of 5) in adults age 70 or older in 

the United States is high. Because sensory impairment and dementia are both strongly associated 

with aging, more knowledge about the association may have important 

implications for adults as they age, particularly if interventions to improve 

sensory function reduce dementia risk.

Cataract removal linked to a 
reduction in dementia risk

Source: National Institute on Aging (NIA). 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/news/cataract-removal-linked-reduction-dementia-risk
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no-frills warehouse and office space
into art houses, design shops and res-
taurants.

A Miami-based company bought the
long-vacant 8,200-square-foot building
leased to The Hive in October 2022 for
$5.75 million. Both the sale and lease
were managed by real estate Broker Si-
mon Isaacs, who also represented the
buyer of Nickee’s Automotive Center.

Nickee’s, which was at 5212 S. Dixie
for more than four decades, sold in Oc-
tober 2022 for $3.6 million. It is now the
Del Rio Art Studio featuring the work of
Francisco Del Rio.

The building that houses Gil Walsh
Interiors, notable for its green façade
covered in faux boxwood, at 5505 S. Dix-
ie was purchased for $2.47 million in
September 2022.

The nearly 50-year-old Braille Club
at 4801 S. Dixie sold in August 2021 for
$1.45 million to Roxy’s Pub owner John
Webb for his barbecue-style Tex Mex
restaurant called Austin Republic.

George’s Paint & Hardware at 4616 S.
Dixie was bought by developer Sam
Fisch in 2021 for $2.35 million. It’s now
office space for his company, the Brown
Harris Stevens real estate brokerage,
and Osbee smart home technology.

Stores flock to West Palm Beach’s
‘up-and-coming design district’

Interior design boutique Chelsea
Lane and high-end vintage retailer Palm
Beach Regency opened this past spring
at 5710 S. Dixie. Chelsea Viau, owner of
Chelsea Lane, bought the former South
Palm Realty building in October for
$1.5 million. 

Just north of Viau’s building, Greg-
ory’s, an offshoot of the popular Mando-
lin Aegean restaurant in the Miami De-
sign District is under construction. 

“I never would have moved down
here four years ago. Ever,” said Viau,
who for 12 years has specialized in wall-
paper and fabric, but also offers full-ser-
vice interior design. “And now it’s like
‘Oh, I can be here, this is great.’ ”

The building she purchased wasn’t
on the market when a Realtor friend so-
licited the previous owners who bought
it in 1994 for $142,500. Viau, who had
two previous locations in downtown
West Palm Beach, was lured to the prop-
erty because of its vicinity to new de-
sign businesses opening on the indus-
trial street Georgia Avenue, such as Meg
Braff Designs and Danielle Rollins.

Also, where the majority of Viau’s
business was once concentrated in
Palm Beach, more clients have moved to
mainland areas such as College Park in
Lake Worth, Flamingo Park and SoSo.

Viau rents part of her building to
Palm Beach Regency, a furniture and
décor shop painted with colorful stripes
in shades of pink, blue, yellow and
green.

Palm Beach Regency, which is owned
by Korinne Belock, has a warehouse in
Lake Park, but wanted a shop closer to
burgeoning neighborhoods near down-
town West Palm Beach. She opened her
store in April.

“So many people were moving to So-
So and it was a different clientele then
we had previously had, maybe a little
younger, a little more adventurous,” said
Belock, who was an entrepreneur and
home organizer before she bought Palm
Beach Regency in March 2021. “I truly,
truly see this as West Palm Beach’s up-
and-coming design district.”

The neighborhood south of Southern
Boulevard dates to the first stirrings of
West Palm Beach with 1920s-era Span-
ish Mediterranean homes interspersed
with 1950s cinderblock Ranch-style
houses.

But except for a small carve-out for
the Belair Historic District, the commu-
nity is not historic. That means home
demolitions, new builds and remodels

aren’t governed by Historic Preserva-
tion Board of West Palm Beach.

While the lack of a historic designa-
tion makes old homes vulnerable to
teardowns, it also makes the area valu-
able to developers building on specula-
tion. And those homes are often maxi-
mized for space, built to the lot line and
two-stories tall with lots of room for
new furniture and décor.

For architect and artist Francisco Del
Rio, who moved into the former Nickee’s
Automotive, it’s an opportunity to work
with homeowners on his large-scale
signature art pieces. He calls his work
Strategic Art for Architectural Identity.

Outside of his studio, which is owned
by a limited liability company, is a tow-
ering red sculpture called the “Human

Lighthouse” and a sign heralding the
“SoSo District.”

From ‘deadville’ to chic
SoSo District at warp speed

“We’ve waited long enough for some-
thing to happen here. It’s been dead-
ville,” said Anderson Carr Realtor Paul
Snitkin in a March interview about SoSo
and Austin Republic. “We are probably
the hottest neighborhood in the world
right now.”

Not everyone is enamored with the
warp speed changes to South Dixie
Highway, whose original function in the
1920s was to be part of the nation’s sys-
tem of interstate travel.

Simo Kukurik, whose father opened
Branko’s Glass and Mirror at 5015 S. Dix-
ie more than 40 years ago, questions if
there will be enough clients to sustain
all of the designers relocating to Dixie
and Georgia Avenue.

And, at the same time, businesses
that provided more utilitarian services
to the community such as George’s
Paint and Hardware and Nickee’s Auto-
motive are leaving.

“What shaped our community over
the past 30 years is changing in two to
three years,” Kukurik said. “The area is
losing some of its charm.”

Designers
Continued from Page 1C

Del Rio Art studio at 5212 S. Dixie Highway opened in the spring of 2023 in the building that once housed Nickee’s
Automotive Center. The building was purchased for $3.6 million in October 2022. The red sculpture in front is called 
“The Human Lighthouse.” PHOTOS BY KIMBERLY MILLER/PALM BEACH POST

Chelsea Viau, owner of Chelsea Lane, in her studio at 5710 S. Dixie Highway. Viau
bought the building, which was formerly South Palm Realty, for $1.5 million in
October 2022.

The sign that once advertised Nickee’s
Automotive now touts the SoSo
District.

block of West 32nd Street in Riviera
Beach, investigators said. 

The officers who found it noted that
window tint had been removed from the
vehicle and discovered it discarded in the
of backyard of the residence, the report
said.

In the hours after the fatal shooting,
Tooks called Riviera Beach police to re-
port that the rented Chevrolet had been

stolen, according to the arrest report.
He reportedly told officers the vehicle
had been taken while it was parked at a
residence on West 27th Street.

The police report said Curtiss went
to the 4000 block of 36th Court to meet
a person about an hour before the at-
tack. 

Surveillance-camera video showed
her leaving that location at 12:12 a.m.
and traveling north on Australian Ave-
nue. She was traveling west on 45th
when the fatal attack occurred, police
said.

During a hearing Thursday at the

Palm Beach County Jail, Volker found
that there was probable cause for the
murder charge, but not a felony weapon
charge that establishes mandatory
minimum sentencing guidelines based
on the severity of a gun crime.

Volker assigned a public defender to
represent Tooks.

As a policy, the Palm Beach County

Public Defender’s Office does not com-
ment on open cases. 

Julius Whigham II is a criminal jus-
tice and public safety reporter for The
Palm Beach Post. You can reach him at
jwhigham@pbpost.com and follow him
on Twitter at @JuliusWhigham.

Help support our work: Subscribe to-
day.
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FLORIDA LOTTO

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31.............................7-12-17-27-29-53

DOUBLE PLAY

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31.............................1-12-25-34-44-52 
To see payouts on games above, visit flalottery.com.

POWERBALL

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31................2-4-54-61-62 PB: 14 (x3)
5+PB: $239M (0). Next jackpot: $262M.
5 of 5: $1M (0). 4+PB: $50,000 (0). 
4 of 5: $100 (11). 3+PB: $100 (31).
3 of 5: $7 (812). 2+PB: $7 (690). 
1+PB: $4 (5,502). PB: $4 (13,910).

MEGA MILLIONS

TUESDAY, MAY 30.................13-16-40-64-68 MB: 21 (x2)
5+MB: $187M (0). Next jackpot $203M.
5 of 5: $1 million (0). 4+MB: $10,000 (0).
4 of 5: $500 (16). 3+MB: $200 (45).
3 of 5: $10 (1,074). 2+MB: $10 (921). 
1+MB: $4 (7,217). MB: $2 (17,536)

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY

TUESDAY, MAY 30...............................12-13-18-19-31-40
6 of 6: $2M (0). 5 of 6: $1,253 (25).
4 of 6: $56 (1,364). 3 of 6: $2.50 (23,347).
Combo10+: $10,000 (3). Combo9: $500 (9).
Combo8: $50 (89). Combo7: $20 (608)
Combo6: $10 (3,137) Combo5: $5 (11,901).

FANTASY 5

THURSDAY, JUNE 1........................MIDDAY 2-5-8-10-17 
5 of 5: $21,129.91 (3) 4 of 5: $61.50 (165). 3 of 5: $7
(3,969).

THURSDAY, JUNE 1.................EVENING 7-17-20-32-35 
5 of 5: $0 (0). 4 of 5: $555 (179). 3 of 5: $22 (5,277). 

PICK 2, 3, 4, 5

THURSDAY, JUNE 1................................................MIDDAY
4-1...........4-1-5...........2-1-0-4...........6-1-0-2-6 Fireball: 1

THURSDAY, JUNE 1..............................................EVENING
7-6 ..........5-6-4 ..........8-9-9-0 ..........5-9-1-7-0 Fireball: 5

CASH4LIFE

THURSDAY, JUNE 1 ......................20-24-37-41-52 CB: 3
5 of 5+CB: $1K/day/life (0). 5 of 5: $1K/week/life (0). 
4 of 5+CB: $2,500 (0) 4 of 5: $500 (2)
3 of 5+CB: $100 (55). 3 of 5: $25 (172).
2 of 5+CB: $10 (1,110). 2 of 5: $4 (3,080).

Florida Lottery 
Results are for tickets sold only in Florida


