
 

 

Luna Estate Purrfect Pinot Noir 

Luna Estate Purrfect Pinot is a very special wine created by our Front of 
House and back office staff under the watchful eye of our wine maker. 

As a team we wanted to come together and contribute in a positive way 
to the community where we are so fortunate to live, work and play.  We 
threw around a few ideas and in early 2018, decided to bring our entire 
team together to create a special wine where all profits would be set aside 
for the benefit of our local community.    The Purrfect Pinot project was 
born! 

For our non winemaking team, this was a chance to experience what it’s 
like ‘on the other side’, while for our winery & vineyard team it was an 
exercise in knowledge sharing and endless patience!   

Our small but dedicated team headed out to the vineyard to pick 2 tonne 
of grapes.  Many hours and some sore hands later, a tired but happy 
team escorted our precious bunches over the sorting table and into an 
open top fermenter for the ferment to begin.  Twice a day we visited our 
‘brew’ to check temperatures and hand plunge the bunches, a great way 
to build muscle!   

Over the next few weeks we got to experience the various changes the 
grapes go through during ferment.  Odours, colours, temperatures and 
activity not previously imagined were enjoyed(!) and before long it was 
time to press the juice.   

We hand scooped 2 tonne of fermented bunches (wine soup) into 
conveyor buckets and off to the press, where the skins were gently 
pressed to extract the remaining juice.  Delicious rich grape juice flowed 
into a settling tank where we let it rest.   

Over the next 12 months we made a few visits to check on progress and 
take samples (for quality control purposes of course) and the day finally 
arrived when it was deemed ready for bottling.  An exciting time as we 
transferred our wine from tank to truck and sent it off to the bottling 
plant.   

An exercise in patience followed as we allowed the wine to stabilise after 
the shock of bottling, and in December 2019 we enjoyed our first bottle 
of Purrfect Pinot Noir.  And it was worth the wait!   



 

 

In the wise words of Joel our winemaker,  

“Purrfect Pinot is a fun drink, personality it does not lack!  Spice and some 
real positive funk, smells like purple jube lollies with some raspberry and 
wild florals in the mix. Juicy and delicious to swallow with a light dusting 
of fruity tannins and loads of fresh berry flavour. 

Really appealing lighter red wines make for purrfect summer drinking over 
the BBQ. I would happily chill this down and serve it like a Rose.” 

Community Engagement 

At the heart of this project was a desire to bring people together.  This 
was certainly achieved during the winemaking process with team 
members from across our business enjoying rare time together.    

This extended to the selection of 
our label where we travelled to the 
Luna sponsored NZ Art Show and 
selected a beautiful original 
artwork by the talented CATMAN.  

This piece represents everything 
we loved about this project, the 
slow and thoughtful process 
involved in hand crafting wine and 
the way we envisage it being 
enjoyed, in your own special place 
alongside those who are important 
to you.   

The next stage is an exciting one.   

In January 2020 the wine was released for sale.  Purrfect Pinot is 
exclusively available for purchase direct from our cellar door or our 
online shop at www.lunaestate.co.nz 

We can’t wait to find creative ways to invest in and enhance our local 
community for our residents and visitors to enjoy.   Please share this 
project with your friends and together we can create something special.  

 


