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Grade 5 Standards—Reading: Informational Text

A. Key Ideas and Details 
1   Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text 

2   Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 
they are supported by key details; summarize the text 

3   Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific information in the text 

B. Craft and Structure
1   Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic 
or subject area 

2   Compare and contrast the overall structure (e g , chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more texts 

3   Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent 

C. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
1   Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, 

demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a problem efficiently 

2   Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point(s) 

3   Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

D. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
1   By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational 

texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently 

Visit www.creativeteaching.com to find out how this book correlates to Common Core and/or State Standards.
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Reading Passages Specific Standards

Text A. 1 A. 2 A. 3 B. 1 B. 2 B.3 C. 1 C. 2 C. 3 D. 1

Earthquakes (p. 6) ✔ ✔ ✔

Hurricanes (p. 8) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Tornado Alert! (p. 10) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Avalanches and Landslides (p. 13) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Tsunami: Killer Waves (p. 15) ✔ ✔ ✔

Good Bones (p. 17) ✔ ✔ ✔

When a Bone Breaks (p. 19) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Moving with Muscles (p. 21) ✔ ✔ ✔

Your Cardiovascular System (p. 23) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Are You Getting Enough ZZZs? (p. 26) ✔ ✔ ✔

More Vitamin C, Please! (p. 28) ✔ ✔ ✔

Calories—We Need Them (p. 30) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Gluten and Lactose (p. 34) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Read That Label! (p. 36) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Mysteries of Stonehenge (p. 38) ✔ ✔ ✔

The Hoover Dam (p. 41) ✔ ✔ ✔

Famous Bridges (p. 44) ✔ ✔ ✔

Why Igloos Work (p. 46) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

How Buildings Kill Birds (p. 48) ✔ ✔ ✔

How Does That Fly? (p. 50) ✔ ✔ ✔

Fill it Up! (p. 52) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Geothermal Electricity (p. 54) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Power From the Wind (p. 58) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

When Water Changes State (p. 62) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

What Is a Landfill? (p. 64) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

The Dinofish (p. 67) ✔ ✔

Discovering King Tut’s Tomb (p. 70) ✔ ✔ ✔

Discovering Exoplanets (p. 73) ✔ ✔ ✔

Who Rules Whom? (p. 76) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

What Does the President Do? (p. 78) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Harriet Tubman (p. 80) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Susan B. Anthony and Civil Rights (p. 82) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Mark Twain (p. 84) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

A Gift From Wali Dad (p. 86) ✔ ✔ ✔

The Wise Judge (p. 89) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

King of the World (p. 92) ✔ ✔ ✔

The Teacher and the Thief (p. 95) ✔ ✔ ✔

A Great All-American Bird (p. 98) ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔SAMPLE
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Introduction

Reading comprehension is the cornerstone of a child’s academic success  By 
completing the activities in this book, children will develop and reinforce 
essential reading comprehension skills  Children will benefit from a wide variety 
of opportunities to practice engaging with text as active readers who can self-
monitor their understanding of what they have read  

Children will focus on the following:

Identifying the Purpose of the Text
•   The reader understands, and can tell you, why they read the text.

Understanding the Text
•   What is the main idea of the text?
•   What are the supporting details?
•   Which parts are facts and which parts are opinions?

Analyzing the Text
•   How does the reader’s background knowledge enhance the text clues to help 

the reader answer questions about the text or draw conclusions?
•   What inferences can be made by using information from the text with what 

the reader already knows?
•   How does the information from the text help the reader make predictions?
•   What is the cause and effect between events?

Making Connections 
How does the topic or information they are reading remind the reader about 
what they already know?
•   Text-to-self connections: How does this text relate to your own life?
•   Text-to-text connections: Have I read something like this before? How is this 

text similar to something I have read before? How is this text different from 
something I have read before?

•   Text-to-world connections: What does this text remind you of in the real 
world?

Using Text Features
•   How do different text features help the reader?

SAMPLE



© Chalkboard Publishing 5

Text Features

Text features help the reader to understand the text better  Here is a list of text 
features with a brief explanation on how they help the reader 

Contents
Here the reader will find the title of each section, what page 
each text starts on within sections, and where to find specific 
information 

Chapter Title
The chapter title gives the reader an idea of what the text will be 
about  The chapter title is often followed by subheadings within 
the text 

Title and 
Subheading

The title or topic is found at the top of the page  The subheading 
is right above a paragraph  There may be more than one 
subheading in a text  

Map Maps help the reader understand where something is happening  
It is a visual representation of a location 

Diagram and 
Illustration

Diagrams and illustrations give the reader additional visual 
information about the text   

Label A label tells the reader the title of a map, diagram, or illustration  
Labels also draw attention to specific elements within a visual 

Caption
Captions are words that are placed underneath the visuals  
Captions give the reader more information about the map, 
diagram, or illustration    

Fact Box A fact box tells the reader extra information about the topic  

Table A table presents text information in columns and rows in a 
concise and often comparative way 

Bold and 
Italic text

Bold and italic text are used to emphasize a word or words, and 
signify that this is important vocabulary  

SAMPLE
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Earthquakes
Why Earthquakes 
Happen
Under the surface of Earth there 
are huge slabs of rock  These slabs 
are called tectonic plates  These 
plates move very slowly  Tectonic 
plates can rub against each other as 
they move in different directions 

Sometimes two tectonic plates 
get stuck as they rub against each 
other  Force builds up as the plates 
keep trying to move  Finally, there 
is enough force to make the plates 
move again  All the force that has 
built up makes the plates move 
quickly for a few moments  This 
movement causes the surface of 
Earth to tremble and shake. An 
earthquake is happening!

Think about a time when you had trouble unscrewing the lid of a jar  The lid and the top of the jar 
were stuck together  You used your hand to put more and more force on the jar lid to make it move  
Finally, there was enough force to make the lid move  This example gives you an idea of how force 
builds up to make tectonic plates move after they have been stuck together 

How Earthquakes Affect People
Some earthquakes are more powerful than others  In some places, earthquakes happen often, 
but the earthquakes are very weak  These earthquakes make the ground tremble just a tiny bit  
People do not even notice that an earthquake has happened because they could not feel the ground 
moving  These earthquakes do not do any damage 

A powerful earthquake causes the ground to shake a lot  This shaking can do a lot of damage to 
buildings and other structures, such as bridges  In places where earthquakes tend to happen often, 
there are rules for building new structures strong enough to stand up to most earthquakes  Many 
older structures were built before the rules were put in place  Often, the worst damage from an 
earthquake happens to older buildings 

Force builds as two plates that are stuck keep trying to move.

Finally, enough force builds up to make the plates move.Finally, enough force builds up to make the plates move quickly.

Force builds as two plates that are stuck keep trying to move.

SAMPLE
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“Earthquakes”—Think About It 

1. What are tectonic plates? Use specific details from the text to support your answer 

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________

2.  The overall structure of this text is cause and effect  Complete the chart to show causes and 
effects in the text  (Notice how one effect can cause something else to happen )

3.  What is one step people have taken to try to prevent structures from getting damaged during an 
earthquake?

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why are many older structures often damaged in an earthquake?

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________

Cause Effect

Two tectonic plates get stuck as they rub 
against each other 

The plates move quickly for a few moments 

The plates move quickly for a few moments 

An earthquake is so weak that people do not 
notice it 

There is a lot of damage to buildings and other 
structures 

SAMPLE
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Eye

Eye wall

Spiral rain band

Clouds

Hurricanes
What Is a Hurricane?
A hurricane is a huge storm that forms 
over warm ocean water. Hurricanes have 
winds that move in a circle  Hurricane 
winds are very powerful, and can move 
at speeds from 75 mph (120 kph) to over 
186 mph (300 kph)  Hurricanes can also 
bring large amounts of rain 

Hurricane winds rotate around a center 
called the eye  The eye is the calmest 
part of a hurricane  Winds in the eye are 
not very strong  Around the edge of the 
eye is an area called the eye wall  The 
eye wall has the strongest winds in a 
hurricane 

How Do Hurricanes Damage Structures?
Strong winds and heavy rain can do a lot of damage when a hurricane moves over land 

Wind: Hurricane winds can be strong enough to shatter windows  The winds can even knock over 
tall trees, which might fall on buildings or cars  Strong winds can pick up objects such as patio 
furniture and send them flying with great force into buildings, causing damage 

Strong winds can also cause a storm surge in areas along a coast  A storm surge happens when 
strong wind pushes water from the ocean onto land  When winds make a storm surge move 
quickly, the force of the moving water can be strong enough to move a house or destroy it  Storm 
surges cause flooding in areas near the coast 

Rain: Heavy rain from a hurricane can cause floods in areas that are not close to a coast  The 
floodwater can be very deep, sometimes reaching almost up to the roofs of houses  Water and mud 
seep into the houses and do a lot of damage  Wooden structures might not be safe after a flood  
Water soaks into the wood and makes it weaker  There is danger that a wooden structure might 
collapse 

A swirling hurricane

Fun Fact
•   A hurricane name is retired, or taken off the list, if the storm has caused severe 

destruction or many deaths  A new name is then added to the list to replace it 
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