
Table of Contents

Reading
Grade

5
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Comprehension: Prior Knowledge 5
Structural Analysis: Syllables . . . 6
Structural Analysis: VC/CV

Syllabication Rule. . . . . . . . . 7
Structural Analysis: Multiple

Syllables . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Structural Analysis: Word

Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Fluency: Reading with Expression . 10
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . . 11
Vocabulary: Frequently Misused

Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Vocabulary: Content Words . . . 13
Reading: Nonfiction . . . . . . . . . 14
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 15
Reading: First-Person Narrative . . 16
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 19
Graphic Information: Charts . . . 20
Writing: Persuasive Essays . . . . 21
More Things to Do . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Comprehension: Prior Knowledge
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Structural Analysis: V/CV
Syllabication Rule. . . . . . . . . 25

Structural Analysis: VC/V
Syllabication Rule. . . . . . . . . 26

Structural Analysis: V/CV and
VC/V Syllabication Rule . . . 27

Structural Analysis: 
Word Building . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Fluency: Reading with 
Expression. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 30
Vocabulary: Frequently Misused

Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Vocabulary: Content Words . . . 32
Reading: Science Fiction. . . . . . . 33
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . . 37
Reading: Recounts. . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . . 39
Graphic Information: Time Lines 40
Graphic Information: Diagrams . . 41
Writing: Science Fiction . . . . . . . 42
More Things to Do . . . . . . . . . . . 44

Comprehension: Prior Knowledge
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Structural Analysis: Root Words with 
the VC Pattern . . . . . . . . . . . 46

Structural Analysis: Suffixes . . . . 47
Structural Analysis: VC/V Spelling 

Rule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Structural Analysis: Word Building 49
Fluency: Reading with 

Expression. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 51
Vocabulary: Frequently Misused

Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Vocabulary: Content Words . . . 53
Reading: Realistic Fiction . . . . . . 54
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 59
Reading: Reports . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 61

My Nation’s 
Capital

Earth’s Center

Music Store



Table of Contents

C R E D I T S  
Concept Development: Kent Publishing Services, Inc.

Written by: Roxanne Dorrie
Editor: Carla Hamaguchi

Designer/Production: Moonhee Pak/Mary Gagné
Illustrators: Frank Ordaz and Corbin Hillam

Art Director: Tom Cochrane
Project Director: Carolea Williams

© 2004 Creative Teaching Press, Inc., Huntington Beach, CA  92649
Reproduction of activities in any manner for use in the classroom and not for commercial sale is permissible. 

Reproduction of these materials for an entire school or for a school system is strictly prohibited.

Graphic Information: Sequence
Chains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

Reading: Comprehension . . . . . . 63
Writing: Fiction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
More Things to Do . . . . . . . . . . . 66

Comprehension: Prior Knowledge
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

Structural Analysis: The Consonant
-le Syllable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68

Structural Analysis: Dividing
Words with -le . . . . . . . . . . . 69

Structural Analysis: Dividing
Words with -le . . . . . . . . . . . 70

Structural Analysis: 
Word Building . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Fluency: Reading with Phrasing. . . 72
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 73
Vocabulary: Frequently Misused

Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74
Vocabulary: Content Words . . . 75
Reading: Directions . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 77
Reading: Fantasy . . . . . . . . . . . . 78
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 82
Graphic Information: Maps . . . 83
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 84
Writing: Technical Writing. . . . . 85
More Things to Do . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Comprehension: 
Prior Knowledge. . . . . . . . . . 88

Structural Analysis: 
V/V Syllabication Rule . . . . 89

Structural Analysis: Suffixes That
Follow the V/V Rule. . . . . . . 90

Structural Analysis: VV and V/V
Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

Structural Analysis: 
Word Building . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Fluency: Reading 
with Intonation . . . . . . . . . . . 93

Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 94
Vocabulary: Frequently Misused

Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95
Grammar: Adjectives 

and Adverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
Reading: Invitations . . . . . . . . . . 97
Reading: Comprehension . . . . . 98
Reading: Legends . . . . . . . . . . . . 99
Reading: Comprehension. . . . . 102
Graphic Information: Venn

Diagram. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103
Reading: Comprehension . . . . 104
Writing: How-To Guide . . . . . . 105
More Things to Do. . . . . . . . . . 107

Answer Key . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

Science
Museum

Costume
Party



3

Introduction

The Advantage Reading Series for grades 3–6 is shaped and influenced by current research
findings in literacy instruction grounded in the federally mandated No Child Left Behind Act.
It includes the following key skill strands: 
• phonics/structural word analysis
• vocabulary development
• reading fluency
• reading comprehension
This series offers strong skill instruction along with 
motivational features in an easy-to-use format. 

Take a look at all the advantages this 
reading series offers . . . 

Phonics/Structural Word Analysis
Word analysis activities include the study
of word syllabication, prefixes, suffixes,
synonyms, antonyms, word roots, similes,
metaphors, idioms, adjectives, adverbs, and
much more. Word analysis helps students
increase their vocabulary, word-recognition
skills, and spelling skills. 

Variety of Reading Genres
Fiction and Nonfiction
Students will have many opportunities to build reading 
skills by reading a variety of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry
selections created in a variety of visual formats to simulate
authentic reading styles. Each story selection builds on
content vocabulary and skills introduced in the section.
Fiction selections include fantasy, legends, realistic fiction,
first-person narratives, and poetry. Nonfiction selections
include biographies, how-to’s, reports, and directions. 

Graphic Information
Graphic information reading selections include charts,
graphs, labels, maps, diagrams, and recipes. These types 
of reading opportunities help students hone real-life
reading skills. 
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Structural Analysis: Suffixes

Here are some common suffixes:

Suffix Meaning
Example

-ative “inclined to”
authoritative, demonstrative

-en “to make”
blacken, fasten

-ent/ant “inclined to” or “one who” different, merchant

-ment “action” or “state” or “thing” development, instrument

Choose the word that correctly completes each sentence. Pay attention to the suffixes and the spelling.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Outer Space

The astronauts constantly had 

to be ____________.

observers

observant 

observative

cattle

The crew was not ____________ as 

they made their final flight checks.

talkers

talkive

talkant

talkative

The sky began to ____________ 

as the rocket rose into space.

brightent

brighting

brighten

brightly

2

1

3

The temperature in outer space falls

into the ____________ numbers.

negation

negative 

negatant

negament

The sight of Earth below was

enough to ____________ any heart.

gladden

gladding

gladdent

engladden

Suddenly the crew faced a

____________.

predication

predicament

predicamant

predictament 

5

4

6
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Reports contain news and information. They are found in newspapers, magazines, and other publications. Read the

following report about downloading music from the Internet. Then answer the questions on page 61.

In 2001, America saw a four percent decrease in music sales. Who is to blame for

the slump? According to recording companies, it’s consumers with computers. High-speed

Internet connections allow people to download music easily. Anyone with a fast computer

can get a free copy of their favorite new song. 

The issue of free music has recently been taken to court. The record companies

won most of their battles. The courts ruled that the music is protected by copyright laws.

Newer Internet companies have

come up with a clever solution.

They offer a “pay by the song”

option. On their sites, people

can download single songs for

a small fee. Part of that fee

goes to the recording companies.

For singers and musicians, this

means getting their fair share too.

But can music stores

survive the threat to their sales?

Now people don’t have to go to

a store to buy the latest CD in

order to hear their favorite song.

They can download it from the

Internet. Some music stores are

responding with lower prices

and more advertising. They

hope that loyal customers will

keep returning.

And what about the

singers and musicians? What do

they think about selling music

on the Internet? Most singers

are happy with the free adver

tising. They want people to listen to their music and tell their friends about it. Other musicians

would rather have people buy entire albums instead of single songs. They say that’s the way

their less popular songs get heard and appreciated.

Only one thing is for sure. Music fans will always buy music. How they get it will keep

changing. For businesses that are looking toward the future, that means changing with the times.

Decrease in Music Sales

Due to Free Downloads

Advantage Reading Grade 5 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press
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Here is a science fiction story about a girl who loses her pet during a volcanic eruption. Read the story and then

answer the questions on page 37.

An
ExplosiveSummerVacation

June 24, 2301, dawned clear and bright.
It was a beautiful day in the Pacific Northwest.
Jazzy was glad to be on summer vacation. She
could finally relax in one place. She did have a fan-
tastic year at the Academy though. It was the first
time that the new middle school tested out the
high-speed rocket launchers. Ever since theAcademy took flight earlier in the year Jazzy was

always going somewhere new. She went to places
that she never before dreamed of going to. When
the unit on the rain forest began, the studentsspent their first day in Brazil, searching for rare

plant species. When they were studying ancient
Egypt, the school landed right next to a pyramid! 

Mitzer the family dog started licking
Jazzy’s toes, bringing her mind back to the present
time. Mitzer especially missed Jazzy because she
had been away at school. Jazzy bent down and
scratched Mitzer behind the ears. Mitzer closed
his eyes and rested his head on Jazzy’s lap. “I’m
home now boy and I’m going to stay all summer”
Jazzy reassured him.

Just beyond the lake Jazzy could see the
top of Mount Saint Helens. It was dark and rounded
out. She wondered what it must have looked
like with a snow-capped peak, before the eruption
of 1980. She imagined it standing tall, green, and
majestic with a hint of white lacing the top. 
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Graphic Information: Diagrams

This diagram shows the solar system, with the planets drawn to scale.

However, the relative distances between the planets are not shown accurately.

That would require a much, much bigger diagram. Instead, you can figure out

the distances by studying the astronomical units that separate the planets. One

astronomical unit is the average distance between Earth and the sun.

Study the diagram and answer the questions that follow.
Outer Space

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

About how far is Jupiter from the sun, compared to Earth?

about the same distance about 4 times as far away

about 2 times as far away about 6 times as far away

Which planet is about 30 times as far from the sun as Earth? 

Saturn
Neptune

Uranus
Pluto

Which planet is about the same size as Neptune?

_________________________________________________________________________

1

2

3

Sun
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Introduction

Comprehension Strategies
Strategic comprehension activities encourage 
students to make connections, ask questions,
make predictions, and think about strategies
they can use to increase their understanding
of the text’s meaning.  

Fluency Practice
Reading fluency is the ability to read with
expression, intonation, and a natural flow that
sounds like talking. Fluency is essential for
comprehension because the lack of it results in
choppy, robotic reading that stands in the way
of making sense out of a phrase or sentence.  

Writing
Reading and writing are partner skills. A
range of writing activities helps students
improve their ability to write as well as learn
about different forms of writing, such as signs,
notes, personal narratives, riddles, poems,
descriptions, journals, stories, and friendly letters.  

Extensions and Real-Life Applications
Each unit ends with a “More Things to Do” page
that includes suggestions for hands-on experiences
that extend the theme. A list of books is also included
for further study and enjoyment of the unit’s theme. 

Answer Key
Answers for each page are provided at the back of the
book to make checking answers quick and easy.  

16
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Reading: Comprehension

Which statement is accurate, based on this article? 

Louise Arner Boyd was spoiled by her rich parents.

Exploring the Arctic was very dangerous, even for men. 

Boyd’s main reason to visit the Arctic was to search for lost people.

Boyd would have made her expeditions even if she had not been wealthy.

Which word best describes Louise Arner Boyd? 

curious cautious

reckless sensible

Which statement is the best summary of the article? 

For four months, Boyd helped search for two lost explorers. 

Boyd was a fearless explorer who helped map the Arctic. 

Boyd was the first woman to fly over the North Pole.

Louise Arner Boyd loved to explore new places. 

Write a statement that supports the idea that Boyd was generous.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Explain how Boyd’s expeditions probably affected the Arctic.

2

1

3

4

Cause and Effect

The cause is the reason. The effect is the result. When you want to

know the cause, ask yourself, “Why did this happen?” When you want

to know the effect, ask yourself, “What was the result of this action?”

After reading about Louise Arner Boyd, answer questions 1 through 5.

Cause
Effect

Boyd was one of the first ___________________________________________________

people to explore the 

Arctic
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

5

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

72
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Fluency: Reading with Phrasing

Science Museum

Fluent readers put words together in short phrases. Practice reading 
the animal poem below three times. Here are some points to remember 
as you read: 
• Read in natural phrases.• Clap your hands or tap your foot as you read and stick to the beat.
• If you see a comma (,) or semicolon (;), read all the words before it in 

one breath.

I went on an animal safari today.Right after lunch, 
my mom showed me the way.

Out of the house,
a ride on the train;
and there I was,
in the Serengeti Plains!

A cheetah, I saw first, bolting straight through the grass,as swift as a wind storm,moving strong, flying fast.

He was chasing his prey,a zebra it seemed,
a black and white swirl,like a wet magazine.

Behind bushes and trees,a giraffe we then saw,rising high like a fortress,chewing leaves with its jaws.

And off in the distance, like an army, came marching,a herd of wild elephants;their trunks high and arching.

An eyeball, no, two!
Peering just above water,a hippo was swimming,trying not to get hotter.

And how, you ask now,did I arrive in just minutes?Am I in East Africa,
or at a museum exhibit?

SIMILE SAFARI

42
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Writing: Science Fiction

Earth’s Center

Science fiction stories are fictional or make-believe tales. They have

imaginary characters, places, or events. They sometimes start out seeming

real, but they usually include events that could never really happen. 

Write a science fiction story about a journey to the center of the Earth.

Here are some points to get you started:

• Create a main character with an interesting personality.

• Think of an out-of the-ordinary problem for your story.

• Have the characters interact with dialogue or talking.

• Come up with a science- or technology-related solution to the problem. 

Use the following story chart to help you organize your ideas.

Journey to the Center of the Earth

MAIN CHARACTER (name, personality traits)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

SETTING What does it look like, feel like, smell like, and sound like inside the Earth?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

BEGINNING What year is it? Who are the other main characters? What is the problem?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

MIDDLE How do the characters interact? What kind of adventure do they go on? Is there a

failed attempt at solving the problem?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

END Do the characters solve the problem (happy ending) or is there a disaster (unhappy ending)?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

More Things to Do
Learn About Space
You can go to a NASA Web site called “The Space Place” to learn more about space and do

some fun, space-related activities. Here is the address:http://spaceplace.jpl.nasa.gov/index.shtml. 
Update Yourself
Use the Internet, television news, magazines, or newspapers to keep track of what is happening

in the U.S. space program. Find out what NASA plans to accomplish with its latest venture and

what it might mean to those of us on Earth.
Spinoffs from Space
Did you know that television satellite dishes and the bar coding on food packages were both

originally invented for the U.S. space program? Find out what other inventions and discoveries

are actually spinoffs from the space program. Amaze and entertain your friends with your new

knowledge!

Write a Poem
Think about what outer space means to you. Is it just up there, empty and boring? Or do the

possibilities intrigue you? Do you ever look at the stars at
night and wonder what’s out there in outer space? Writea poem about your thoughts and ideas. For informationabout space technology that you could use in your poem,

you might check out this Web site from NASA:http://vesuvius.jsc.
gov/er/seh/SFTerms.html.

Check out these books. 
The Atlas of Space Exploration by Tim Furniss (Friedman/Fairfax Publishing)Can You Hear a Shout in Space?: Questions and Answers About Space Exploration by Melvin and Gilda Berger (Scholastic)Scholastic Encyclopedia of Space by Jacqueline and Simon Mitton (Scholastic)Space Mysteries by Mike Goldsmith (Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publishers)

44
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Comprehension: Prior Knowledge

My Nation’s Capital

Washington, D.C., is the capital of the United States of America. It is
home to the White House, where the president lives. The president is
responsible for making many important decisions, but he alone does
not control the government. He heads the Executive Branch, one of the
three branches of government that run our country. 

Describe what you know about the president’s job. Also describe what
you know about the other branches of government.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

In the

In the

In the

Three Branches of Government

Legislative

Executive

Judicial

President of the United States



Three-syllable words have three vowel sounds. Combine these syllables to make three-syllable words.

com + plete = ____________________

tad + pole = ______________________

vam + pire = _____________________

tar + nish = ______________________

bliss + ful = ______________________

wit + ness = ____________________

pump + kin = ___________________

in + spect = _____________________

ship + ment = ___________________

plas + tic = _____________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________
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Structural Analysis: Syllables

A syllable is a group of letters that has a single vowel sound. 
A two-syllable word has two vowel sounds. 

Combine these syllables to make two-syllable words. 

My Nation’s Capital
One-Syllable Words

car
deck
dish
cot
turn

Two-Syllable Words
nap + kin = napkin
pen + cil = pencil
pic + nic = picnic

pop + corn = popcorn
nut + meg = nutmeg

1

2

3

4

5

ar + gu + ment = ____________________

af + ter + noon = ___________________

com + pen + sate = _____________________

mem + or + ize = ___________________

max + i + mize = _____________________

11

12

13

14

15

6

7

8

9

10



Advantage Reading Grade 5 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press 7

Structural Analysis: VC/CV Syllabication Rule 

When two consonants stand between two vowels, divide the word
between the consonants: com/mon, sub/ject. The vowel sound in the
first syllable is usually short. Words that have double consonants also
follow the VC/CV rule. They are divided between the double consonants:
hap/pen, bon/net.

First Syllable Second Syllable

hundred ____________ /____________

children ____________ /____________

sample ____________ /____________

discuss ____________ /____________

sandwich ____________ /____________

First Syllable Second Syllable

bottom ____________ /____________

flannel ____________ /____________

annex ____________ /____________

cotton ____________ /____________

sudden ____________ /____________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

My Nation’s Capital

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Divide these double consonant words into syllables using the VC/CV rule. Then write their 
syllable parts on the lines. The first one is done as an example.

Divide these words into syllables using the VC/CV rule. Then write their syllable parts on the lines. 
The first one is done as an example.

hun dred

bot tom 



____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

8 Advantage Reading Grade 5 © 2004 Creative Teaching Press

Structural Analysis: Multiple Syllables

Divide these words into their syllable parts by drawing one or more
slashes through each word. Then write the syllables on the lines under 
the correct category. The first one is done as an example.

sig/nal basket magnet important garlic
fantastic zipper person consent illustrate
contest interrupt public goblet pancake
absent until carpenter mutter informal

Two-Syllable Words

Three-Syllable Words

My Nation’s Capital

6

7

5

4

3

2

1 ____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

____________ /____________

13

14

12

11

10

9

8

17

16

15 ________ /________ /________ ________ / ________ / ________ 

________ /________ /________ ________ / ________ / ________ 

________ /________ /________ ________ / ________ / ________

sig nal

19

20

18



comes in the mail le _ _ er _______________________

what a horse does ga _ _ op _______________________

the top floor of a house a _ _ ic _______________________

game played with racquets te _ _ is _______________________

breakfast food mu _ _ in _______________________

baby cat ki _ _ en _______________________

fastens a shirt bu _ _ on _______________________

an old bone fo _ _ il _______________________

four quarts ga _ _ on _______________________
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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Structural Analysis: Word Building

Match the syllables to make a two-syllable word. Then write it on the line.
The first one is done as an example.

13

12

11

10

17

16

15

14

9

lish es tab _______________________

pen tur tine _______________________

dif ent fer _______________________

in fere ter _______________________

dom
kid let

nap ________________1 kidnap

den
cac tus

nal ________________2

dict
ver port

ber ________________3

mal
chap bit

ter ________________4

My Nation’s Capital

Reorder the syllables to make a three-syllable word. Then write it on the line.

Fill in the missing double consonants and write the words on the lines.

8

7

6

5


