NATIONAL SCIENCE EDUCATION STANDARDS

A. Science as Inquiry
Understanding about scientific inqui

C. Life Science
K-4
Organisms and their environments
o Allanimals depend on plants. ts for food. Other animals eat animals
that eat plants.
o When the environment changes, some plants an
die or move to new locations.
o All organisms cause changes in the environment
detrimental to the organism or other organisms, reas others are beneficial.
o Humans depend on their nat vironments. Humans change
environments in ways that can be either beneficial or detrimental for themselves and other
organisms.

imals survive and reproduce and others

ere they live. Some of these changes are

5-8
Diversity and adaptations of organis
o Extinction of a species occurs when the environment changes and the adaptive
characteristics of a species are insufficient to allow its survival.

F. Science in Personal and Social Pe

K-4

Changes in environments
o Changes in environments can
o Some environmental changes occur s

| or influenced by humans.
others occur rapidly.
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Fifty thousand years ago the
world was a very different
place. People lived most
in Africa and in Eurasia
(Europe and Asia). Many
lived in open grasslands

on prairies that had for

The green areas show where people lived

over thousands of years. o
rs ago.
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If you could travel back in time to a North American prairie of
50,000 years ago, what see? You wouldn't see any

people—but spread ou uld be enormous herds
of mammoths, camels, other plant-eating

animals (herbivores).



You would also see meat-eating animals (carnivores) like saber-
toothed cats, short-faced bears, cheetahs, manned lions, and dire
wolves hunting the her these animals were so
big that modern scienti gafauna.

mega (very large) + fauna (animals) = megafauna

Saber-toothed btag- Short-faced bear




As the world’s climate became eople were able to move
to previously uninhabit ore and more water was
locked up in ice on the land, sea levels dropped. This opened up
into North America.

As people moved into
parts of the world where
people had never lived
before, including Australia
and South America, they

found prairies covered

Migration out of Eurasia into North America,

South America, and Australia Wlth megafauna-



Prairies are called different

things in different parts
the world.

Kirghiz Steppe in Central Asia

‘4) (w the tropical

grasslands of
northern Australia,
the wet seasown Ls
called The Blg wet.

Mitchell Grasslands in Australi ;‘//

Kirghiz Steppe
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Mitchell Grasslands
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