
How & Why Animals Hide
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The star-nosed mole hides underground. It digs a burrow

with its strong claws and uses its strange, fleshy nose to

feel its way around. 
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A flying squirrel hides

in a hole in a tree. It

spends the day there

and comes out at

night to look for food. 

The world can be a 

dangerous place for

little animals such 

as the squirrel and

mole. Bigger animals

might want to eat

them. Their hiding

places keep them safe.
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A box turtle carries its hiding place wherever it goes.

The turtle’s hard shell is like a suit of armor. When 

danger threatens, the turtle pulls in its head and legs

and hides inside the shell. 
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A hungry bobcat finds the turtle and flips it over. 

But the shell protects the turtle on top and bottom. 

The bobcat cannot harm it.
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The hermit crab also hides in a shell. Unlike the turtle,

it does not have a shell of its own. Instead, it uses a shell

left by another ocean animal. 
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This shell is just the right

size for the hermit crab.

The crab tucks its

body in tightly to

hide from danger.

When the 

hermit crab 

grows, it will

need to find a

bigger shell.
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The spittlebug makes its own hiding place. This little

insect lives on plants and sucks their sap for food. As it

feeds, the spittlebug covers itself with frothy bubbles. 
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If a bird comes hunting for an

insect meal, it sees only a blob 

of froth. The bird does not see 

the insect inside.
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The weasel hides by blending in with its surroundings.

This is called camouflage. In summer, the weasel’s 

fur is brown. But in winter, the animal grows a 

new white coat. With white fur, the weasel is 

hard to see against the snow. That helps it 

sneak up on its prey. 
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The moray eel hunts for fish in warm ocean waters. Its

speckled coloring blends in with the rocks on the ocean 

bottom. Fish do not see the eel lurking there—until it 

strikes.

SAMPLE



12

Look quickly, and you see

nothing but grass. Look

closely, and you see an

insect among the blades.

The insect is a katydid. It

is hidden because it looks

so much like the grass

around it. This way of

hiding is called mimicry. 
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Many other insects use mimicry to hide. The viceroy

caterpillar looks like a twig. Hungry birds pass it by.
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Can you find the frog in this

picture? You will have to look

very carefully. The gray tree

frog matches the color and

texture of the branch where 

it sits. The frog does not need

to crawl into a hole to hide. 

It is hidden in plain sight.SAMPLE
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Use the information in this book to answer some 

“how and why” questions.

l Why do small animals like the flying squirrel 

need to hide?

l How does the box turtle hide from danger?

l Why does the hermit crab use another animal’s shell?

l How does the spittlebug make a hiding place?

l How does the weasel’s fur help it get food?

l Why do birds pass by the viceroy caterpillar?
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