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Getting Started

WHY USE HIGHWAY CARDS?

The brain likes anything that is unique and original. Highway Letters, Numbers, and Shap,
provide a novel approach to learning that is sure to capture children’s attention! Hig
can aid students’ early learning and development in the following ways:

® Reinforce literacy skills, math concepts, and small motor skills
® Motivate children to practice basic writing skills

® Nurture cooperation and social development

® Activate children’s senses when working with the cards and engagi

ears, and hands

® Encourage students to want to repeat the fun learni
over again

® Store the card
ctors and a 3-rifig binder.

ow to follow the numbered highway
rectional arrows to complete each step
ng the letters, numbers, and shapes.

O Explain that the red dots located on the letters,
numbers, and shapes signal students to stop and
begin a new stroke or change direction.

O Tell students that if they have followed all of
directions correctly they will end at the red traffic light.

Teacher Note: The beginning
and ending points labeled on
the letter and number cards
correspond to those commonly
associated with traditional
manuscript. Although the
shapes included in this set can
be drawn in various ways, the
numbered arrows provided
for the shapes follow a fluid
counter-clockwise circular
motion, similar to the strokes
students use when forming
many letters and numerals.



Activities and Games

SMALL MOTOR DEVELOPMENT

® Have children use toy cars, trucks, small animals, and action figures to “
the highway letter, number, and shape cards to learn the correct for
numbered steps on the cards.

® Have children mold play dough on their highway cards to form the letter, n

® Have children bend and mold pipe cleaners or Wikki Stix lace on the cards t

letters, numbers, or shapes.

® Provide small blocks, beans, buttons, and other manipu
the letters, numbers, or shapes on the cards.

forming

® Make copies of the letter cards and pass og dcreate a

collage by attaching images and obje

® With the highway cards in
and have them trac ”Supply an old sock or used dryer sheet



ALPHABET KNOWLEDGE

Alphabetical Order

Pass out the letters. Have the children hold
the cards in front of them and line up in the
correct order from A to Z.

Memory Game

Make two copies of each card to use for a
giant memory game. To keep the size of
the game manageable, choose about 6 to 8
pairs of cards and place them facedown on
the floor. Have children flip two cards at a
time to find each matching pair.

Find and Match the Letter Game

Hand out a letter card to each child, and
have him or her match the letter with

classroom print found on such things as
signs, labels, and books.

Pick Up Game

Divide the class into two teams. Have eac
team stand facing each other in paralle
lines on opposite sides of the classro
outdoor space. Spread the letter ¢
the floor, halfway between the two t
lines. Then have one child from each te
listen carefully as you call out a letter. The
child who can pick upthe corresponding
card first scores a p his or her team.

Funny Face Game

he face is hiding by asking
s the silly face hiding under

SOUNDS

rward and Backward

ABC Groove

Hand out the letter g
songs, and have ch
letter and do a little &

Distribute the letter cards to students. Sing the
traditional “Alphabet Song” slowly. Have children
stand with their letters when they are sung. Say Can
you sing it backward? End the backward version by
singing, Now, I've sung my Z Y X’s. Bet that’s not what
you expected!




Alphabet Farm Where s A?
Replace animal names with letters in the Distribute letter cards to students. Sing the
song “Old MacDonald Had a Farm.” following song to the tune of “Are
Have children hold up their lett
named in the song.

(Teacher’s name) had an alphabet.
She loved letters so.

And in her alphabet there was an H. Where is A?

And it would always go, Where is A? (Chil

/h/ /h/ here, Here I am! (Child h

And a /h/ /h/ there, Here I am!

Here a /h/, there a /h/, What do you say A?
Everywhere a /h/ /h/. What you say A? (Chil

(Teacher’s name) had an H. (All make the soun

She loved letters so.

Continue by using other letters and sounds in
the song.

In My Hand

Hand out letter cards to students. Sing t
following song to the tune of “He’s G
World in His Hands.” Have childre
their letter as it is named in the son

We'’ve got the whole
in our hands.
We've got the w
in our hands.
We’ve got the who
in our hands.

a/ /a/ /a/ (Make sound.)

is what we’ll say.

We’ll be driving down the road
on the A.

Put the letters in a 3-ring notebook or magnetic
photo album, place the collection in a listening
center with the recording, and have the children
take turns tracing over the letters with a finger,
pointer, or small car as they listen along.

to read! .
This Is aTale

Hand out letter cards to students. Sing the
following song to the tune of “Gilligan’s Island.”
Have children stand up with their letters as they

. . are named in the song.
en make the motions as you sing 9

ing song: This is a tale about the letter A.

put your (name letter) in. It makes a special sound
You take your (letter) out. /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/ A}
You put your (letter) in Let’s learn another sound...

and you shake it all about.

You make the letter sound

(make sound).

And then you turn around.
That is the letter (letter).



PHONICS

Have children wear letters vests or just hold up highway letters for the following phonics activities.

Blending Sounds CVC Words

Ask children to stand and make the sound Distribute letter vests to students. Have st
of the letter on their vest. Then have them practice blending CVC words (consona
move around the class and group together consonant) in front of the classroom.

to make words. Have each group hold

hands, blend the sounds, and say the word. Silent E

‘silent e” when you
“silent e” is a

of a word, it
ith an invig

Children will never forget *
act out this story. Explai
Start by asking children who are wearing magic letter. When e4
a and t to stand next to each other in touches the vowel in t
front of the class to form at. Ask, What wand and makesd
does that say? Then ask, m to go stand
next to at. What does that say? Tell m to
sit back down and have r stand next to

at. Have children suggest other letters to
stand next to at. Then change the rime to
reinforce other word families.

Onset and Rime (Chunking)

Touch the Object

Have children each touch objects in the er letter makes on its
room that begin with the sound o i ild with the student wearing
letters they are wearing. hem say the new sound together.

withYots of letters to make digraphs, letters
e placed in the correct order, etc.). Repeat
cess with consonant blends.

ents to wear and have them stand in the front of the classroom.

rds by stretching out the sound of each letter in the words. Have

and make the word. — e —

: 4 N\
ing¥r vocabulary words. Word Cheer

e letter cards on the floor to
mes or other words. Next, invite
over the letters in the words with
icle as they blend the sounds and say
the words.

The teacher says: Give me a“T.”
Children respond: “T"

Teacher says: Give me an“H.”
Children respond: “H”
The teacher says: Give me an“E”
Children respond: “E”

Teacher says: What's that spell?

Children shout: “THE"

® Pass out letter cards to the children. Have children
stand as you say their letters in a word cheer. )
Encourage them to work together to form Teacher eyt (OIE EIETINE:
Children shout: “THE”"
the word. \ J




MATH

Make number vests similar to letter vests, and use them for the following hands-on math activities:

® Have children stand in numerical order according to the number vests they are

® Call out a 2-digit number, and have the children wearing the correct numer
form the number.

® Distribute number and shape cards, and have children match their ¢
objects found in the classroom.

® Have five children wear number vests 1 through 5 as you sing “Five Little M
through 9 for “Ten in the Bed.” Use the vests similarly for gther number songs a

Crocodile Inequalities

out loud,
number vests
form the number
ce to help solve the word problem.

Play this game to help reinforce the math

concept of inequalities. Put up two number
cards on an easel or board, and have chil
hold their arms straight out in front of the
like crocodile mouths. Have childre
the inequality sign is a crocodile’
either“<”or”>" Tell them tha
will only “eat” the larger of the
Have them pretend to snap at
number is larger.

to Dot

iant pencil for this activity by
Ing a paper towel roll with yellow
pdper. Wrap orange paper around the
bottom for the “eraser” and insert a black
cone in the other end for the “point.” Pass
out the number cards, and have children
scatter around the room. Then invite one
child to take the pencil and point to the
numbers from 0 through 9 to “connect
the dots.”
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