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WHAT   YOU   SHOULD   KNOW   ABOUT   
LEAD   CONTAMINATION   

 
Stained   glass   can   be   a   safe   and   enjoyable   hobby   as   long   as   you   are   knowledgeable   
about   potential   health   concerns   and   develop   safe   work   habits   in   your   work   area!   

 
Lead  is  found  in Lead  Came  and Solder . When  you  work  with  these  lead  products  there  is  a  risk  of                     
contamination  with  prolonged  exposure  through Ingestion  or Inhalation  of  lead  dust.  When  solder  or  lead                
cames  are  handled  you  may  get  lead  oxide  on  your  hands.  Lead  cannot  be  absorbed  through  the  skin,  however  it                     
can   easily   be   passed   to   your   mouth   if   proper   hygiene   is   not   followed.   
 
The   most   common   methods   of   lead    Ingestion    are   a   result   of   improper   hygiene   such   as:  

a) not   washing   your   hands   thoroughly   after   handling   lead  
b) putting   things   in   your   mouth   while   working   (fingers,   end   of   a   pencil,   etc.)  
c) smoking,   biting   nails,   coughing   and   covering   your   mouth   with   dirty   hands  
d) transferring   lead   from   clothing   to   food,   drink   and   tobacco   or   to   others  

 
Lead   poisoning   by    Inhalation    may   occur   in   some   of   the   following   ways:  

a) inhalation   of   lead-rich   dust   which   may   accumulate   over   time   on   your   work   surface   and   surrounding   area  
b) inhalation   of   dust   and   lead   oxides   during   restoration   of   old   windows  

 
Safe   Work   Practices  

 
a) No   eating   or   drinking   to   be   allowed   in   your   work   area   at   any   time.  
b) Proper   hygiene   must   be   followed.   Washing   hands   with   soap   and   water    every   time    you   leave   the   work  

area   is   strongly   recommended.  
c) An   apron   or   smock   should   be   worn   when   working   on   glass   and   left   in   your   work   area   when   you   leave   so  

that   lead   dust   is   not   tracked   into   the   rest   of   the   house.   Wash   apron   separately   from   household   laundry.  
d) Clean   your   workshop   regularly.   Sweep   floors   with   Dustbane   to   keep   down   the   dust   and   wash   tabletop.  
e) Items   you   may   have   touched   with   lead   on   your   hands   should   be   wiped   down   regularly   (phone,   tools,  

door   knobs,   etc.)   with   a   household   cleaner.   
f) Bandage   any   cuts   on   your   hands   prior   to   working   with   lead.  
g) When   soldering   it   is   flux   fumes   you   wish   to   avoid.    Solder   in   a   well-ventilated   area   using   a   fume   trap   or  

ventilation   fan.    Apply   flux   sparingly.   Try   using   a   Q-tip   to   apply   flux.   
h) Lead   and   solder   waste   should   go   into   a   specific   bin   and   delivered   to   the   scrap   recycler   or   returned   to  

Northern   Art   Glass   for   proper   disposal.  
i) Pregnant   women   and   children   should   not   be   exposed   to   lead.   
j) Store   solder,   lead   and   your   chemicals   properly.   Put   all   of   these   materials   away   at   the   end   of   the   day   in   a  

storage   container   out   of   the   reach   of   kids   and   pets.  
 


