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“The wise man only cries once.” My husband used to say this to me every time he purchased a ‘top of 
the line’ item. I used to think he was just trying to justify spending money. Now, I know the value of this 
statement. I came from a ‘bargain shopping’ family and he came from a ‘consumer reports’ family. 
There was quite a difference in the way we shopped, but ultimately, we both wanted to save time and 
money. My family would buy discounted things or ‘cheap’ items, over and over. I frequented the thrift 
stores and tack swaps and spent lots of time sorting through racks of clothing and getting stuff that 
had only half its life left at 3/4 the price. My husband would spend a little time talking to people who 
had the products already, or searching out what consumer reports said about longevity and quality, 
then making his purchase. 

I used to give my husband so much grief about researching the best car, best fridge, best shoes, and 
even the best saddle. But, I have come around to his thinking a lot more. I have always been a 
researcher, but I hardly did much when it came to purchasing something for myself. I was raised to get 
something that worked ‘for now’ and save the money to get what I really wanted later. This way of 
thinking is flawed! I would spend money on something that would work ‘for now,’ but end up having to 
replace it far before I could save the money to get what I really wanted. The cycle continued… Keep 
buying crap, and having it ‘crap out’ then replacing it with crap... Had I only waited a short time to get a 
few more bucks together, I would have had exactly what I wanted in the first place and it would have 
lasted me longer!

Just think of the time you’ve wasted replacing things. Do the research ahead of time to make sure you 
were buying exactly what you needed. I have come to realize that you’re going to spend the time now 
or later, so you might as well do it now. With Google and sites like chronofhorse.com, there’s no 
excuse to buy cheap things online anymore. I do know that there are some very good quality products 
out there that are inexpensive. Cheap is very different from inexpensive in my book. 

I used to buy inexpensive headstalls that looked decent, but when you used them, the finish on them 
cracked and the buckles seemed to rust within a matter of months. This made me so mad. A while 
back, I was at the Minnesota Horse Expo and met Dean Foster, of Western Horse Company Ltd. His 
tack is the most supple, buttery leather I’ve ever felt. It is not cheap, or inexpensive, but I guarantee if 
you take care of it, it’ll probably outlive your horse!


