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Letting Your Kids Grow Up
(3 min. read)

Do you have children? 

I am 40 years old and my son, Devin, is 20. He is attending college in Oklahoma but gets to come 
home for break. Let me tell you… the dynamics have changed. Having your kids grow into their adult 
form is a fun, exciting, and challenging time. I am so excited to see what he accomplishes in life. He 
will do great things, but it’s hard to watch him stumble as he searches out his path.

I am a pretty ‘hands-on’ parent. Even though my husband and I both started and ran businesses while 
Devin was a kid, we did our best to put him first. We weren’t helicopter parents, at least I don’t think we 
were. We tried to bring Devin up with good morals but not shelter him from the world. We were strict 
but loving. 

I wanted to give him everything but we were broke for most of his childhood. So he had to work for the 
things he wanted. He did have some luxuries I didn’t as a kid… like a truck, a nice horse, and the 
ability to go to shows and rodeos. I think that played into him being such a kind, caring young man.

Now, Devin is in college… in another state. It’s tough to not feel bad that he’s gone, but I focus on all 
the opportunities he will have where he is. We only get to see him when we make the 13-hour drive to 
his rodeos or when he comes home for break. This is where the lines between being a kid and adult 
get blurred. 

I know they say the #1 argument couples have is about money, but the second argument has got to be 
about parenting. This has been especially true lately. My husband and I are having a hard time with 
the blurred lines between the kid and adult we have at home. I’m not sure why God made moms and 
dads so different in the way we parent. My husband is more the guy who demands truth and respect 
and that all the ‘to-dos’ are getting done. When those things aren’t done, the lecturing begins. I’m a 
little different; I want Devin to know that he can achieve anything with the right mindset and action. I 
am not a fan of lecturing since that is what I dealt with as a kid. When things get ‘heated’ between my 
men, I tend to step in, even when I shouldn’t. It’s so hard to have self control in this area. I know I 
should walk away but at the same time, the mama bear comes out and I want to protect my ‘cub.’ 
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How do I work through this? I go to God.

Proverbs 1:8-9 says, “Hear, my son, your Father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s
teaching; Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head and ornaments about your neck.” 

I believe this explains that mom and dad do things differently and that it’s okay. 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” 

I have to believe that if I am the best I can be and let my husband do his thing, God will make sure our 
son becomes who God wants him to be in spite of how we are as parents. And that is a relief in itself!
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