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What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up?
(4 min. read)
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When I was about 10, I decided I wanted to be a veterinarian. Every time I watched Jack Hanna or 
read a Saddle Club book, it just solidified that for me. Somewhere throughout my high school years, I 
considered being a Marine Biologist but quickly changed back to wanting to be a veterinarian. 

Eventually, I decided to be an equine practitioner (horse doctor). Do you remember what you wanted 
to be when you grew up? Think waaaay back to life before bills, kids, and work stress. Find that 
excitement knowing you could do, or be anything you wanted to be. Remember that feeling? I do like it 
was yesterday. What happened? Are you living that dream? I’m not… What I am doing is way better.

A few weeks ago, I started asking people what they had wanted to ‘be.’ I got some awesome answers; 
a cop, a veterinarian, a soldier, a firefighter, a doctor. The question caught people off guard, but once 
they went back into the files in their brain, they would get an excited look on their faces. They were 
usually even more taken aback when I asked them why they wanted to do that job. Unfortunately, 
there were a few people who said they didn’t have a dream job and others who just got a sad look on 
their face. This really hit me hard.
    
I have always been told that I could do anything that I really put my mind (and actions) to. I guess I 
thought others were told the same thing. I’ve started to consider the fact that some people were never 
told they can be or do more. Well, I am telling you right now, I believe with every ounce of my being 
that you can be or do anything. No, really! I believe that God has created every one of us with a 
purpose in mind. We have a calling inside, we just have to realize it. It’s easy to struggle through 
today, and tomorrow, and the next day without taking a moment to consider that you have a greater 
purpose. This is why I’m passionate about you. I used to be that person, fighting my way through the 
daily grind. I ended up not finishing college, but I still had that dream. When I lost a business, a house, 
and a great horse, my dream was rekindled. So, I set my sights on something more. And, even though 
I didn’t know what it was to be (and still don’t see it clearly) I became hopeful again. 
    
I am not a motivational speaker, but I am one who tries daily to motivate those around me. If you’re 
still reading this, I am hoping to spark something inside you. One thing that really tears at my heart is 
that no matter what I do, I can’t make you dream. Even though I have helped lots of people to climb 
out of that ‘pit,’ I know there are some that are too deep. To you, I pray you think back to your child-
hood, and feel that excitement, and joy about the hope of the future. You still have a dream, but you 
might have to dig deep to find it. 
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When you find that dream, write it down. Don’t stop there… write down the way that dream makes you 
feel. Does it give you butterflies? Do you get scared? Why did you want that dream? Was it the free-
dom? Was it because you wanted to help? Write it all down, read it every day for a week, and see if 
you start feeling different about your future.     
         
My dream was to help as many horses as I could, I am not a veterinarian, but I know that I help more 
horses every day than I ever could have as a veterinarian. The dream is still alive in me, and it may 
look different than I originally thought, but I think it’s even better. Maybe your dream is bigger than you 
ever thought too! 


