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Introduction 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” 

(John 10:10). 

 

 don’t know what we’re doing wrong. It just doesn’t seem to 

be working. Every time we start to see some success in our 

business or personal finances, it seems something else happens and we 

take two steps backwards. We can’t seem to get ahead. We’re doing 

everything we know to do. We tithe faithfully. We are involved in 

ministry at our church. We fast and pray and lead a Bible study. 

There’s no sin in our lives that we know of, yet we continue to struggle 

to make our company profitable and pay all of our bills. “What’s 

wrong?  Why isn’t it working? Where is God in all of this?”   

 

I closed my portfolio and took a long hard look at Paul before 

attempting to respond to his question. Although this lament was 

coming from one of my clients, it was not a new problem or question 

being posed to me, nor one I hadn’t asked myself at one time or 

another. I was tempted to tell Paul that if I had heard this question once, 

I had heard it a thousand times. But I knew this response would not 

answer his question nor provide the solace he was looking for from me 

as his business confidant. Moreover, although I believed I could 

provide some insight into Paul’s business challenges and some specific 

changes that would help him on the path to solve his problems, if I was 

going to be honest with myself, I didn’t have the answer. But I felt I 

should know the answer to his question. That was my job as a business 

consultant, wasn’t it? 

  

I couldn’t keep avoiding this question and pretend the elephant was 

not in the room. I had to find the answer, if for no one else but myself. 

Paul’s question was the quintessential question to the struggles I had 

known in my own life and business ventures. I needed to know the 

answer. Where was the abundant life, the God-type of life Jesus 

promised those who would follow Him and what did I have to do to 

start seeing this abundance in my own life and business? 

“I 
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During most of my professional career, I have been involved in 

providing some type of business consulting service, mostly in the 

Federal Government contracting and management consulting 

industries. I have provided consulting services to both large Fortune 

500 companies, and small companies whose names are largely 

unknown. I have worked with and served some incredibly successful 

men and women, and others who should have been poster children for 

how not to run a company. Some of these people claimed to be 

Christians. Many of them didn’t make that claim. 

 

I would love to tell you that the most Christ-like and successful 

business people I have worked with were devout Christians. But that 

would not be true. Unfortunately, many of the most successful men and 

women I served who exhibited Christ-like behavior in at least one 

discipline, were people who were non-believers. They were business 

men and women who served various gods, or were without religion. On 

the flip side, I have seen Bible thumping, charismatic Christians behave 

in the workplace as I would expect a son of Belial to operate.  

 

That’s a sad commentary on success, but it leads us back to the 

quintessential question. Why wasn’t it working for me and other devout 

Christians that I know? Was success in the business arena reserved for 

non-believers? Weren’t the righteous supposed to flourish? Wasn’t 

good supposed to triumph over evil? Where was the abundant life Jesus 

promised? Where were the answered prayers promised as part of His 

abiding presence and our walk with Him? If the Kingdom of Heaven is 

not in word but in the power of the Holy Spirit, where was the power of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives and business?  Where was this Kingdom of 

Heaven? 

 

I took this question to my pastors and the most devote Christian 

business people I knew. I studied many books and messages on 

“marketplace ministry,” how to operate and succeed as a Christian 

business owner, and become a Kingdom-minded business. I was 

extremely disappointed in the information and answers I found and felt 

everyone was ignoring this paradox of success. I started praying for the 

little boy to come forward and shout, “The Emperor has no clothes!” 
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Consequently, the purpose of this book is to attempt to answer this 

quintessential question almost every Christian business owner has 

asked at one time or another, “What’s wrong? Why isn’t it working?” 

What do we have to do to start seeing the type of success in our 

business we would expect to see based upon biblical promises? I don’t 

profess to have all the answers to this question, but I am going to 

present some of the answers and solutions the Lord has shown me over 

the years as I have sought Him and His life in my business ventures. 

 

During this quest, I have discovered that most Christian business 

people operate their business using the same business paradigm and 

model the world employs. Their reasons for being in business and the 

purposes they are trying to accomplish are also the same. They chase 

money without realizing that money is supposed to be chasing them. 

Their results, not so surprisingly, tend to be the same or worse as the 

world obtains.  But it doesn’t have to be that way.  It isn’t supposed to 

be that way.  But in order to change our results, we will have to make a 

paradigm shift in understanding the purpose behind our business and 

start doing business with the Lord, and do it according to Kingdom of 

Heaven principles. 

 

I have discovered that most well intentioned Christian business 

people struggle or fail in their business for one of three reasons:  

a) They are in the wrong business (the wrong 

Kingdom assignment). 

b) They are in the right business for the wrong 

reasons (not operating under a Kingdom paradigm). 

c) They are in the right business using the wrong 

business model (doing the right assignment the 

wrong way).   

In this book, we will address all three disorders and how to right 

your floundering ship and bring the Kingdom of Heaven into your 

business.   
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In addition, we will address: 

 How to position yourself for success by abiding in 

Him and He in you 

 How to partner with God for success in your life and 

business 

 How to make the paradigm shift that is necessary to 

see the Kingdom of Heaven operate in your life and 

business  

 How to stop working for the Lord and start working 

with Him 

 How to determine your Kingdom assignment and the 

Kingdom purpose for your business 

 How to implement Kingdom principles of success 

into your business 

 How non-believers have used these Kingdom 

principles to make them wealthy 

If you have ever felt that you were carrying the weight of your 

business on your shoulders and wanted some help from God, then you 

have come to the right place. If you have ever believed you were doing 

“all the right things” but still haven’t seen the success you were 

expecting, or felt like you were a branch disconnected from the vine 

with very little fruit to show for your efforts, then you have found the 

right book. 

 

Some of the Kingdom principles of success we will address will 

surprise you. Others will seem quite trite, until you start thinking about 

how frequently you and your corporate leaders violate these principles 

every day. With each principle, I have attempted to provide a scriptural 

context to support the principle along with real-life examples from my 

business consulting experiences. I have tried to avoid sermon-like 

teaching since most business owners want the nuts and bolts and not 

the theory behind the operation.   

 

Therefore, I have provided enough scriptural content to substantiate 

that these principles and paradigms are biblically based and sound 
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doctrine, but have also included real-world business examples to 

demonstrate these principles in action. I have tried to provide a balance 

between theory and practical application with the emphasis on the 

latter. Since I am using examples from my personal experiences and 

expect some of our clients to read this book, I have changed the names 

of the clients, their company names, and even their respective 

industries. At the end of each chapter, I have presented some questions 

meant to invite you to have an open dialogue with the Lord on your life 

and business. Please do not skip over these questions, but rather 

meditate on them. Ask the Lord to show you the areas in which you are 

violating these principles and which areas you can improve upon. 

 

Most books or seminars that deal with Christian business success 

approach the subject from either a spiritual perspective or a secular one. 

The spiritual approach tends to sound like a sermon and ignores the 

basic business activities which are required by any business person. 

Their message seems to be that if you focus on the spiritual aspect, the 

secular business activities will take care of themselves. Most Christian 

business people have already discovered, it rarely works that way.  

  

Those who approach the subject from a secular perspective seem to 

take secular books and seminars and place a banner of Christianity over 

them. Their message seems to be that we just need to do the same 

things successful non-believers do. They refer to those business 

activities we do in the natural realm as the “practical” side of business. 

It appears they believe the spiritual activities we need to perform do not 

have any practical aspect to them. It’s ok to worship God and pray, but 

don’t forget there is a practical side to business. 

 

In this book, I espouse a balanced perspective for business success 

and have put “both oars in the water.” In order to be successful 

Christian business people, we first need to be properly positioned in our 

relationship with the Lord and with each other. We need to understand 

what we are called to do, who we are called to serve, where we are 

called to do it, and the Kingdom purpose behind what we are doing. In 

order to take our mountain for the Lord and be a bright shining light to 

the world, we need to be the very best business people on the business 
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mountain. Like Joseph in Egypt, we need to be the people the world 

thinks of when they are looking for wisdom and solutions to their 

problems. We need to embrace excellence and shun mediocrity. We 

need to steward everything we have received from the Lord, especially 

time and money, as if we will be held accountable for what we did and 

didn’t do with it. We need to excel in both the spiritual and secular 

aspects of our lives and business.   

 

David was a man after God’s own heart and spent considerable time 

in worship and prayer. But when the time came to fight Goliath, he 

took his weapons with him and went out to do battle. Get ready to take 

the mountain you are called to take dominion over in order to bring it 

into the Kingdom of Heaven. But realize that in order to do it, you will 

need to do it the King’s way, and not man’s way. This will require a 

combination of excellence in both spiritual and secular activities. 

 

Although the intended audience of this book is the Christian 

business owner or CEO, the principles of success presented here pertain 

to success and prosperity in any career endeavor or Kingdom 

assignment. These principles will even work for non-believers. In fact, 

you will find that successful non-believer business owners already 

incorporate many of these principles into their lives and businesses. 

They follow these principles without understanding the scriptural 

context, simply because the principles make perfect sense to them. In 

Chapter 15, I present ten reasons why many wealthy non-believer 

business people achieve success and why their success is based upon 

the Kingdom principles described herein. 

 

But before we talk about Kingdom principles of success, we first 

need to ensure that our relationship with the Lord and with our brothers 

and sisters is where it should be. We need to ensure that we are 

positioned correctly for success. 
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Questions for Reflection 

1. Have you ever found yourself asking the quintessential question 

“What’s wrong? Why isn’t it working?” What was going on in 

your life and business at the time you asked? 

2. Have you ever felt God let you down and hasn’t been doing His 

part in your life or business? Have you ever expressed your 

frustrations to Him? 

3. In what areas of your life do you feel you could use some divine 

help or even a miracle right now? Ask the Lord to show you if 

there is anything you need to do, or stop doing, to receive this 

provision or miracle right now. 


