
 

OLD CREEK RANCH WINERY’S APPEAL  
TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

SEPTEMBER 17, 2019  

The Holguin Family’s Old Creek Ranch Winery appeal to the Board of Supervisors was a sad 
commentary on the state of land use management in Ventura County and representative of 
why we, the denizen of this County, have only one rural Winery with wine tasting, while our 
neighbors in Santa Barbara County have over 300. Not to mention Paso Robles, which as we 
all know, has an incredible wine, beer and distilled spirits industry. 

We were at the Board of Supervisor’s meeting to appeal County Planning’s efforts to close 
down our Winery. They have been spreading lies and distortions about our operation, which 
we were prepared to dispute with the truth. During the meeting, County staff was allowed to 
spend over an hour presenting their case to the Board – we were allowed 15 minutes. When 
the Board Chair, Supervisor Steve Bennett, was confronted with the unfairness, he did not 
care and did not allow us any additional minutes to explain our case. In the end it did not 
matter because the Board had already made up its mind and never listened to a word of our 
presentation nor asked a single follow-up question. 

The County’s case was made up of lies, distortions and mis-characterizations, including:   

•  an old and unrepresentative letter serves as our authorization to operate, and 

•  we have expanded the winery without the appropriate permits by:  
- building a paved parking lot with electric car chargers (seriously, that is part of their 

case); 
- building a BBQ for employees and family use (ditto); and 
- building two new Winery structures (the proposed new wine tasting room and storage 

shed) which were fully permitted but have not been used for our Winery because we do 
not have a zoning clearance to use them for the Winery.  

They also tried to insinuate that we are less of a Winery than our predecessors because we do 
not currently have fully mature vineyards producing grapes for our wine. What they failed to 
mention is that neither did our predecessor, as all vineyards in Ojai Valley were wiped out in 
the 1990’s due to Pierce’s Disease, and that we just installed  7+ acres of new vineyards.  

There were a number of themes that were being pushed by Supervisor Bennett for some 
reason. One was that we were a rogue operation that did not want any permits on the Winery 
– which according to the County was NECESSARY to protect the “good citizens” of Ventura 
County.  This is interesting as we just came through a three month ordeal with County 



Planning staff to develop a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the Winery.  We proposed the 
permit and offered to build a new $1.5 million bridge to Creek Road to alleviate all traffic to 
the residents of Old Creek Road and accept the CUP, both of which would have taken a few 
years to build and negotiate, while in the interim, they wanted us to live by rules that would 
bankrupt us, including (amongst others): 

• Limitations on patrons to no more than 30 persons at any one time. 
• No music. 
• No use of our new guest areas. 
• Loss of our private property rights 

• Any violation, no manner how minor, results in closure of the winery. 

Naturally, it would be impossible to stay in business with such restrictions and we declined 
their proposal. 

The other theme Supervisor Bennett was pushing was, in addition to not having a permit, we 
are running an unsafe operation because we do not have a secondary exit at the Ranch. When 
we pointed out we do have a secondary exit on the Ranch, in fact three secondary exits—one 
of which we paved in 2017 to ensure that it was accessible year round—it did not matter. They 
ignored our attempt to correct the record and continued to mischaracterize our operation by 
insinuating that we ran an unsafe business, but could not give other examples because there 
are none. 

We refuse to be pushed around by the County with their lies, distortions and mis-
characterization of our operation which are all designed to force us into accepting conditions 
on the Winery that would make it impossible to operate in a meaningful way.  We will be 
taking this matter to the Courts in the coming months and if necessary we will take this fight 
to Federal Court as well.  

The Holguin Family wants to thank the more than 800 persons and families who sent in letters 
and emails to the Board in support of our Winery as well as those who attended the hearing. 
We have no words to describe our thankfulness for your kindness. We have posted a PDF on 
our website of the slideshow presented at  the hearing which will explain our fight with the 
County in more detail.   Click here to check it out!  Attached are some frequently asked 
questions with our answers to help you further understand the situation. 

Thank you very much for your continued support for the Winery at Old Creek Ranch. 

The Holguin Family 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/2084/4305/files/Web_page_slide_show.pdf?667


Questions and Answers 

Why Don’t We Accept a Permit on the Winery?  
Apart from offering to get a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as mentioned above, we are not in 
violation as the County says we are. The laundry list of violations the County has given us are 
mostly based on a letter from 2008 that was written to the previous owners. We are disputing 
this letter and it’s validity to the Ranch and our operation because:  
• The letter is not an operating permit. The County has finally agreed that it is not and stated 

it publicly.  
• Nevertheless, the County is still trying to claim the letter is an “historic documentation of 

the baseline operations of the winery in 2008.” The letter is anything but an historic 
documentation, rather it was terms and conditions the County dictated to the previous 
owners effectively stripping them of their property rights.  

• We are in complete opposition to the validity of the letter and therefore are ready to take 
the County to court to seek unbiased justice.  

Did Over 800 Public Comments and Emails Help Your Case?  
• Sadly, no. County staff began their presentation by summarizing the hundreds of comments 

in support of the winery in a very discrediting and belittling way:  they were generated by a 
simple click of the mouse, they did not have any substance. They made a mockery of the 
situation, almost joking at the fact that they received countless emails about the “beauty 
and economic importance of the winery to the County.” It meant nothing to them that 
hundreds of you reached out. 

What about the Illegal Connections the Planning Division mentioned the Ranch made to the 
sewer system? 
• Unfortunately, they were correct about this. This is no excuse but to put this into context all 

the connections were extremely minor in size: 1’ by 1’ hand sinks, sinks that are associated 
with our BBQ and maintenance shed, that have infrequent and small flows. The major 
connections: the new bathroom we built and our car wash area,  the Sanitation District was 
informed and we worked with them on it. In the rush to get things done sometimes one 
does not think things through.  But there is no excuse. We were in the wrong and we have 
worked with the Sanitation District to correct our mistake. 

What About the New Tasting Room and the Gift Store?  
• The County (and their followers) are blatantly lying about the legality of those buildings. 

Every aspect of those buildings from the plans to the sprinklers have been fully permitted, 
approved and inspected by the County. It is a complete lie to say they are un-permitted, 
but it hasn’t stopped them from doing so.  

• As mentioned, one of the themes of the Hearing was that we were running an unsafe 
operation but the most unsafe thing that happened at the Ranch has been that the County 
would not allow us to move our Wine Tasting operation to the new Ag building. We asked 



for permission in November 2017 because the old structure has no ADA access, no fire or 
earthquake protection.  We were denied so we moved the tasting aspect outside. As I’m 
sure all of you can attest to, the new Ag building has never been used for public wine 
tasting. 

• The gift store has been never been open to the public. None of you have even seen the 
inside!  

• The County is distorting our intentions and plans, and painting them into actions. 

What happens now?  
We will fight this in Court, we have already starting to prepare our case to present to the 
Ventura County Superior Court. We are ready to take this as far up the Courts as is necessary 
as we feel, in part, that it is our duty to fight back against this sort of bullying by the County.


