
TO THE SUPPORTERS OF
OLD CREEK RANCH AND WINERY

Thank you very much for your continued support for the Winery at Old Creek Ranch.

The Holguin Family

Andy, Jane, Marie and Frans

The Holguin Family’s Old Creek Ranch Winery’s Appeal to the 
Board of Supervisors was a sad commentary on the state of 
land use management in Ventura County and representative 

of why we, the denizen of this County, have only one rural Winery with 
wine tasting, while our neighbors in Santa Barbara County 
have over 300.

The  Ranch is an historic property, originally part 
of the 17,000+ acre Rancho Ojai, which includes 
a Winery that reportedly started making wine in 
1904. The current Winery was re-established in 
1981, prior to the County’s regulations on Wineries, 
then Grandfathered in by the County in 2007-08 and 
was allowed to continue to operate without a permit 
but cannot substantially expand its winemaking 
characteristics that were established in 2008.

We were at the Board of Supervisor’s Hearing to Appeal the Planning 
staff’s efforts to close down our Winery.  During the Hearing County 
staff was allowed to spend over an hour presenting their case to the 
Board – we were given 15 minutes. When the Board Chair, Supervisor 
Steve Bennett, was confronted with the unfairness, he said he was 
bound by precedent but when reminded by the County Counsel that 
he, at his discretion, could allow us more time, he refused. The reason 
became clear later in the Hearing.

The County’s case was made-up of distortions and mischaracterizations 
including: 
•that an old and unrepresentative letter to the previous owners 
essentially serves as our operating permit; and
•that we have expanded the winery by:

1. building a paved parking lot with electric car chargers 
(seriously, this is part of their case)
2. building a new Ranch BBQ (again, seriously),
3. new guest seating areas; and
4. building two fully-permitted Ag structures that 
we would like to use for our Winery but have not 
because we have not been able to obtain a zoning 
clearance for that use.

It is our opinion that a paved parking lot, a BBQ, nicer 
gardens and seating areas do not make for an expansion of 
a Winery nor do new buildings that have never been used for the 
Winery. Unfortunately, because of our time constraints we were not 
able to fully make our case to the unbiased members of the Board.

During the wrap up, the Board Chair, Supervisor Steve Bennett, told 
the Board “I think this is an open-and-shut case of somebody needing 
a CUP, refusing to get a CUP, (and) refusing to comply with the safety 
requirements and protections that a CUP would grant.” 

Sounds straight forward but what was not mentioned, 
either through ignorance or malice, is that Old Creek 

Ranch Winery DID pursue a CUP: In June 2019 we 
wrote the County that we would accept a CUP on 
the Winery plus we proposed to build a bridge to 
Creek Road to alleviate all traffic to the residents on 
Old Creek Road. All we asked for was reasonable 
business conditions that would allow us to stay 

economically viable. They responded with a May 
17, 2019 letter (which can be found on our Web site: 

www.oldcreekranch.com) with stipulations that would 
bankrupt us including: 

•No more than 30 patrons at any one time;
•No use of our new guest areas;
•Loss of private property rights; and
•Any violation, no manner how minor, could result in the closure of 
the Winery,amongst other stipulations.

Supervisor Bennett also said we are running an unsafe operation 
because we do not have a secondary exit from the Ranch. When we 
pointed out that we do have a secondary exit (in fact we have three) 
one of which we totally paved, at great expense, to ensure it would be 
accessible all year round – it did not matter. He ignored our attempt 
to correct the record and continued to insinuate that we ran an unsafe 
operation but could not give any other examples because there are none.

The County has continued to use distortions and 
mischaracterizations in an attempt to force us into 

accepting conditions on the Winery that would make 
it impossible  to operate in a meaningful way.  We 
refuse to be bullied and will be litigating this matter 
in the courts.

The Holguin Family wants to thank the more than 
800 persons and families who sent in letters and 

emails in support of our Winery, as well as all those 
that showed up at the Hearing. We have no words to 

describe our appreciation for your kindness. 

We have posted on our website www.oldcreekranch.com a PDF of 
our slide show presentation from the Hearing that will help explain 
our fight with the County in more detail.


