


I have been both honored and energized while serving my last year as President of 
the Board of Gesell Institute of Child Development. For over 60 years the Institute has 
promoted an understanding of child development as a vital underpinning of informed 
decision making for children. The critical importance of developmentally sound 
environments and interactions with children during the early years is being supported 
by the fi ndings of our 21st century neuroscience and reported in the popular press. In 
this environment, Gesell Institute continues to promote developmentally appropriate 
teaching, parenting, caregiving, and public policy for young children.

This year, we have extended our reach nationally and internationally to advance an 
understanding of the developing child. Locally, we have served parents and children in 
New Haven’s Head Start through our Parent-Teacher Connection Program. Additionally, 
Head Start and Readiness Classes have utilized the Gesell Early Screener. We presented 
at many national conferences. Internationally, we brought an understanding of child 
development and Arnold Gesell’s work to China through both our participation in Chinese 
educational conferences, publishing our books in Chinese for Chinese parents, and through 
seminars with visitors from China at Gesell Institute.

In this report you will read about our ever-expanding and encompassing efforts. We look 
forward to broadening our work to make available an understanding of child development 
to all who work with and care for our nation’s children. In trying economic times Gesell 
Institute has responded with fi scally sound decisions to ensure sustainability and promote 
fi scal health.

I am happy to pass on the offi ce of President of the Board to Barbara Stern, and look 
forward to her leadership in advancing the mission of Gesell Institute. 

Board Chair’s Message 

Executive Director’s Message

~Linda Calarco, MA
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Over the past eleven years, No Child Left Behind has mandated that schools use 
academic rather than developmental measures to assess and plan academically for young 
children. Gesell Institute advocates that decisions for young children should be based on 
developmental measures not academic ones. Methods of teaching young children should 
not be “drill and kill” academics but rather should be developmentally based in order to 
engender personal skills of curiosity, problem solving, collaboration, and creativity needed 
for later success in life.  

We applaud Gesell’s Board of Directors decision to promote the principles of child 
development for all decision making about young children based on Arnold Gesell’s theory 
of development.  By believing that Gesell’s theory was more relevant and important today 
than ever before, they supported a national study of over 1,300 three-to-six-year-old 
children in order to provide new technical data and baseline information for the Gesell 
Developmental Observation (GDO). The results of this study show that children have not 
changed developmentally through the years. They still, on average, reach the cognitive, 
motor, and social/emotional milestones at the same time in their lives as when Dr. Gesell 
fi rst started collecting data over 100 years ago. As a result of the study, we published 
the revised GDO-R and the Gesell Early Screener. Using child development information is 
critical in understanding how children learn, grow, and develop.   

Enjoy this annual report on the recent activities of the Institute to become once again a 
voice for children on the importance of the principles of child development.

My heart-felt thanks to my dedicated staff!  You are the best!

~Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA

Our
mission
is to promote 
the principles of 
child development 
as the basis for all 
decision making 
for young 
children.



Following the launch of the Gesell 
Developmental Observation-Revised (GDO-R) 
and the Gesell Early Screener (GES), work 
commenced to publish Technical Reports 
for each assessment, the fi rst ever in the 
Institute’s history. These are available 
electronically on the website, or in 
hardcopy, and represent a comprehensive 
body of evidence to renew the reliability 
and validity of both instruments. “We 
are pleased to be able to share the 
methods and results of the three-year 
GDO Study with those who require the 
data to substantiate its renewed use in 
classrooms across the country,” stated 
Marcy Guddemi, Executive Director.

With the work of data collection behind us, Andrea Sambrook, 
Director of Research and Education, has submitted proposals to 
disseminate the fi ndings. She will be presenting, “Teaching to the 
Child, Not to the Test: New Research Implications for Assessing 
and Meeting Each Child's Unique Learning Needs” at NAEYC. In 
collaboration with several National Lecture Staff (NLS) members, 
a number of articles are planned for submission to educational 
and research journals throughout 2013, along with new analyses 
of pilot data collected during the study. “It’s very exciting for 
Gesell Institute to be poised to share its research fi ndings with 
practitioners in the wider child development and educational 
fi eld,” Sambrook commented. “It has been a long but exciting 
journey to revalidate the GDO-R.”

GDO-R AND GES TECHNICAL REPORTS 
NOW AVAILABLE! 
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A History of the Institute 
The Institute’s namesake, Arnold Gesell, PhD, MD, began his groundbreaking 
work in the early 20th century. He developed a set of norms illustrating 
sequential and predictable patterns of growth and development, which were 
used as the basis of the original Gesell Developmental Observation (GDO). 
Dr. Gesell was the fi rst Director of the Yale University Clinic, known today 
as the Yale Child Study Center, as well as becoming the nation’s fi rst school 
psychologist. He was a founding member of the National Association for 
Nursing and Education, which is now known as the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

Following Dr. Gesell’s retirement from Yale in 1950, his colleagues opened 
the Gesell Institute to continue his life’s work. Since that time, the 
Institute has offered a variety of medical and educational programs and 
services to promote the healthy development of children worldwide.  
Celebrating its 62nd year, the work of the Institute today is focused on 
educating and supporting teachers and parents in order to ensure the 
future success of children everywhere.

OUR ORGANIZATION 
Gesell Institute of Child Development is an 
independent non-profi t organization located on 
the Yale campus in New Haven, Connecticut. 
It has been associated with understanding how 
children grow and learn since 1950.  

Understanding the stages of child growth 
and development, and using that knowledge 
to interpret behaviors to plan appropriate 
curricula that aid in managing classrooms, are 
essential to quality teaching practices. Gesell 
professional development workshops link the 
continuum of growth to the use of an effective 
assessment tool, the Gesell Developmental 
Observation – Revised (GDO-R).  We do not set 
policy or provide recommendations surrounding 
issues of retention, placement, or readiness 
“scores” in association with the GDO-R.
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Gesell Institute, in collaboration with New Haven Public 
Schools, successfully continued the Parent-Teacher 
Connection Program (P-TCP), which began as a pilot project 
in spring 2008. The program has continued to evolve each 
academic year, with a goal of promoting school success and 
adaptation of 4-year-olds at New Haven Head Start Centers. 
A continuation of the program was successful during the 
2011-12 school year. 

The P-TCP promotes school success and adaptation for 
children by strengthening the connection between home 
and school, empowering families with information about 
the transition to kindergarten, and recommendations 
to families for interacting with schools and teachers. 
While working directly with parents at the Head Start 
locations, program personnel shared information about 
school activities, educational expectations, and ways in 
which they might support their children in the transition to 
school, either preschool or the more formal school entry 
of Kindergarten. The framework enlisted a curriculum 
developed by P-TCP staff, and workshops were delivered in 
the areas of Early Literacy, Parent-Child Communication, 
and the role of Play in the life of young children. The 
informal format of the workshops gave parents the 
opportunity to share their own challenges and successes 
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In partnership with Yale University’s School of the 21st 
Century and the Edward Zigler Center in Child Development 
and Social Policy, Gesell Institute hosted 20 educators 
visiting from China in May 2012. Each day, the group visited 
preschool centers and elementary schools in New Haven, CT 
to observe the children and curriculum methods. They also 
participated in a specially customized Gesell Developmental 
Observation-Revised (GDO-R) workshop that was translated 
into Chinese. Learning how to administer the assessment 
helped them become better teachers by gaining a deeper 
understanding of child development. In addition to hearing 
about the assessment tool’s individual tasks, they also 

studied Dr. Arnold Gesell’s Ages and Stages, 
developmental age with its implications 
to education and curricula, and historical 
theorists who have infl uenced current 
understanding of child growth and 
development today. On the fi nal day of 
the workshop, Institute staff hosted a 
“graduation ceremony” and reception for 
the attendees. 

Tong Liu, a Postdoctoral Fellow from 
the Edward Zigler Center, worked with 
Gesell Institute’s Executive Director 
Marcy Guddemi and National Lecture 
Staff members, Sally Keller and 

Erin Akers, to plan the event. Throughout the three-day 
workshop, Akers taught the training in English, and Dr. Liu 
translated. “This was a wonderful opportunity to bridge the 
culture gap with an essential training and assessment tool 
that could be very effective in China. We were honored to 
host these guests, and look forward to introducing them 
more to the Gesell philosophy,” stated Guddemi. “I had the 
pleasure of traveling to Beijing and Shanghai with Dr. Liu 
again in summer 2012. Chinese Kindergarten teachers are 
eager to explore American methods.”

“Tiger Moms need to be a thing of 
the past,” added Guddemi.“Our 
ultimate goal is to have the GDO-R 
and Gesell philosophy of respecting 
child development become a corner 
stone of the early childhood 
landscape in China.”

Gesell Institute and Yale university Welcome 
educators from china 

the Parent-teacher connection Program continues to make a Difference
along these three topics. Parents received a multitude of 
resources, as well as age appropriate books and activities 
to share with their children with the goal of building 
Kindergarten readiness skills.

The feedback received from parents who have participated 
in the P-TCP program has consistently been positive. When 
parents feel supported and have the opportunity to build 
the confi dence necessary to participate in their children’s 
schools, as well as the prospect of building their own 
skills to communicate effectively with teachers, they feel 
motivated and encouraged to be successful. During the 
2011-12 academic year, P-TCP staff engaged with nearly 

300 families, exceeding 
outcome expectations set 
by the New Haven Public 
Schools. The program has 
received continued funding 
for next year, and program 
enhancements will include 
a new curriculum, as well 
as additional strategies 
working one-on-one with 
both teachers and children 
in the classroom. 



What an eventful year we have had here at Gesell Institute! In addition to 
compiling the GDO-R/GES Technical Reports, hosting educators from China, 
expanding our professional development opportunities, and continuing our 
Parent-Teacher Connection Program, here are the highlights from another 
remarkable year.

Gesell Institute continues to make a strong name for itself on both a local and 
national scale. Located on Yale’s campus, the Institute maintains a very positive 
relationship with the university and the city of New Haven. Gesell’s staff and 
Board members participate in the Greater New Haven Chamber of Commerce 
and CT Association of Nonprofits. Dr. Marcy Guddemi, the Institute’s Executive 
Director, serves as chair of New Haven’s Ad Hoc Committee on Kindergarten, 
which is part of the city’s Early Childhood Council. In spring 2012, Andrea 
Sambrook, Director of Research and Education, and Dr. Guddemi presented 
Gesell’s latest research at Yale University’s Edward Zigler Center in Child 
Development and Social Policy Lecture Series, Teaching to the Child, Not to the 
Test: Implications of New Gesell Research Findings for Early Childhood Educators.

Across the country, Gesell Institute’s staff traveled and presented at over  
fifteen conferences, from New York City, to Las Vegas, to Pasadena. This 
included six conferences in California, to demonstrate that Gesell Institute 
commends the state for its education reform and law to mandate Transitional 
Kindergarten, a promising initiative the Institute hopes the nation will follow. 

In spring 2012, Dr. Guddemi had the honor of 
speaking twice in Washington, D.C. In April 
she presented at the first “Global Summit on 
Childhood.” It was organized by the Association 
for Childhood Education International (ACEI), 
in collaboration with Gesell Institute, Alliance 
for Childhood, Rutgers University Department 
of Childhood Studies, and the Division for Early 
Childhood-Council for Exceptional Children. The goal 
of the Summit was to raise public awareness about 
challenges facing childhood today. Participants from 
over 70 countries had the opportunity to explore a 
variety of key issues affecting the lives of children 

around the world. In May, Gesell Institute was honored to co-host a day-long 
symposium in partnership with the Department of Education and Alliance for 
Childhood in Washington, D.C. This special event, Giving Young Children the Right 
Start: Effective Practices for Experiential Learning, brought together nearly 
200 influential, early childhood like-minded thought leaders, who discussed best 
practices for children in Pre K through Grade 3. A live broadcast was also available 
and the recordings can be found on our website. 

The 2011-2012 year brought another visit to China for  
Dr. Guddemi. She was accompanied once again by Dr. Walter 
Gilliam, an Associate Professor of Child Psychiatry and 
Psychology at the Yale Child Study Center, and Dr. Tong 
Liu, a Postdoctoral Fellow from the Edward Zigler Center, 
who organized the events. Throughout their two-week 
visit, they observed numerous Kindergarten classrooms. Dr. Guddemi 
presented Teachers, Parents, and Communities Share the Responsibility 
of Early Childhood Education at three early childhood conferences across 
northeastern China: The Yale-China Development Study Forum in Beijing; The 
High Quality Preschool Conference in Shi jia zhuang, Hebei province; and The 
China National Conference on Early Childhood Education in Dalian, Liaoning 
province. The last conference was hosted by the Dalian Municipal Education 
Bureau and China Education Daily, the country’s leading English-language news 
organization, who asked Dr. Guddemi to become one of their advisors.
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2011-2012 Year in Review  
An integral part of Gesell Institute is the 
National Lecture Staff (NLS). This dedicated 
team of professionals conducts GDO-R 
workshops, staff in-services (professional 
development), and parent meetings 
nationwide. Following the completion 
of the GDO study, the NLS is even more 
equipped to meet the needs of educators 
today, as they teach workshops that blend 
proven child development theory with 
newly revised materials.

Highlights of the Year
In summer 2012, 
the NLS expanded 
its professional 
development (PD) 
programs to now 
include online 
webinars. Targeted 
demographics 
include early 
childhood staff and elementary teachers 
who want to complete required PD hours 
while expanding their knowledge. Gesell’s 
latest four-part webinar series focuses 
on 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds, and children 
transitioning into Kindergarten. Due to 
its popularity, this series is scheduled to 
repeat in 2013.

The NLS actively participated in NAEYC 
in 2012. Several members presented at 
their local AEYC levels. Topics included 
exploring current research that links 
readability and readiness to Developmental 
Age, Developmental Theory on Ages and 
Stages, happiness in children, as well as, 
how teachers become researchers through 
the art of observation and assessment. The 
NLS is a very active, experienced group of 
education professionals who advocate for 
young children every day. 

Looking to 2013
NLS Director, Sally 
Keller, would like 
to expand the team 
by adding additional 
NLS members. This 
process can begin by 
participating in a GDO-R 
work-shop. If you are 
interested, please 

email Sally at sally@gesellinstitute.org. 
“Throughout 2013, we will continue to work 
to meet the needs of teachers and parents 
with Gesell’s new screener, the GES, as 
well as with the renowned GDO-R. We look 
forward to another year of working and 
learning together.”

Ñ  Sally Keller, MAT

GeseLL InstItute’s 
natIonaL Lecture staff
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Gesell Institute announces 
60th anniversary  
commemorative Book 
The Institute is pleased to announce that 
Jacqueline (Jackie) Haines, former Executive 
Director of the Institute (1990-2002), recently 
self-published a book, Sixty Years of the 
Gesell Institute 1950-2010. She collaborated 
with Norman Heimgartner, a member of 
Gesell’s National Lecture Staff. Heimgartner 
had the opportunity of working at the 
Institute with Dr. Arnold Gesell before 
his passing in 1961. “As a long time staff 
member of the Institute, it was indeed my 
honor to have had personal and professional contact with 
the founders,” writes Heimgartner in the book’s Introduction.

Composed of over 25 sections and 200 pages, this illustrated work 
provides an overview of Dr. Gesell’s pioneering efforts at Yale 
University, a rich historic timeline of the establishment of Gesell 
Institute in 1950, and it culminates with the 60th Anniversary 
Celebration and LEAD Conference in 2010. “The content of this 
book is designed to highlight important hallmark moments within 

the history of the Institute, 
and to further understand the 
purpose of why many colleagues 
wanted to continue his work. 
Dr. Gesell provided the world 
with knowledge about child 
growth and development that is 
universal in application and is 
an infinite source for problem 
solving,” Haines added.

The book is now available 
for purchase from Gesell 
Institute’s online bookstore: 
www.gesellinstitute.org/
bookstore.

celebrating 62 Years of
success with new Logo 
and Website
Gesell Institute’s 2012 rebranding campaign 
launched a new logo. It still incorporates 
the iconic abstract child with outstretched 
arms, but this new logo is now part of a 
four block set. The blocks represent the 
building blocks of child development, in 
addition to Cubes and Copy Forms, two 
of the most popular developmental tasks 
in the GDO-R assessment tool. The new 
logo celebrates the Institute’s continued 
growth and recently updated child 
assessment materials. “With our rebranding 
efforts in 2012 and the reclaiming of our 
original name - Gesell Institute of Child 
Development - we tailored our mission to 
now specifically focus on children from 
birth to age 9. I intended our new logo 
to communicate this effect to educators, 
parents, and policy makers,” said Dr. 
Guddemi. The rebranding campaign also 
included a new website, planned for 2013. 

take action: Help support 
children and families! 
Our work is focused on educating and 
supporting teachers and parents both 
locally and across the country, in order to 
ensure the future success of all children. We 
promote the principles of child development 
as the basis for all decision making so that 
children may be nurtured, encouraged, 
and empowered as they grow and learn. 
After 60+ years, Gesell Institute remains 
committed to its mission. However, as a 
nonprofit, it can be challenging to achieve 
our goals each year.

fInancIaL InformatIon 
for Year 2011-12
Request a copy of our federal 
form 990 on our website.

We need your support – now more than ever!
Even a small donation will aid our efforts to expand programs and 
publications. If you would like to join others in contributing to our 

important work, please contact us at:
1-800-369-7709   

www.gesellinstitute.org

Pledge your support today. 
Please visit us online to make a donation. Or mail your tax-deductible 

contribution, payable to:  
Gesell Institute, 310 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511

thank you!
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Board of Directors fY 11-12
Linda Calarco, MA (President)
Former Teacher and Guidance Counselor 
New York City Public Schools

Judy August MS, CAS (Vice President)
School Psychologist, retired
Cheshire Public Schools

Barbara Stern, MS, MBA (Secretary)
Principal
Darcey School

William Bakke, MA, JD, LLM (Treasurer)
Chief Financial Offi cer, retired
Hopkins School

John Cirello, JD
Attorney
Cirello and Vessicchio, LLC

Kathy DeStefano
First Grade Teacher
West Haven Public Schools

Gladys Deutsch, MS
Director
Leila Day Nurseries, Inc.

Dwayne Hicks
Branch Manager, New Haven
TD Bank

Sally Coleman Keller, MAT (NLS Director)
Preschool Teacher
Noah’s Ark Preschool

Mary L. Pepe, MA
Director of Human Resources
Town of Greenwich, CT

Michelle Rivelli, MD, FAAP
Pediatrician
Pedicare Associates

Carole Weisberg
Coordinator, Early Childhood and Youth 
Education Program
Charter Oak State College

Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA (ex-offi cio)
Executive Director
Gesell Institute

advisory council
Joan Almon
Founding Director
U.S. Alliance for Childhood 

William Crain, PhD
Professor, Department of Psychology 
The City College of New York

Stanley C. Finkle, MS
Director, Elementary Education 
and Languages 
North Syracuse Central School District

Kathleen E. Fite, EdD
Professor, Department of Curriculum 
and Instruction 
Texas State University – San Marcos

Joe Frost, EdD, LHD - Emeritus
Parker Centennial Professor, Emeritus
University of Texas

Martha García-Sellers, PhD
Assistant Professor, Eliot-Pearson 
Department of Child Development 
Director, Home-School Connection 
Program, Tufts University

Walter S. Gilliam, PhD
Assistant Professor, Yale Child Study Center 
Director, The Edward Zigler Center, 
Yale University

Jim Grant
Executive Director
Staff Development for Educators

Carla Horwitz, PhD
Director, Calvin Hill Day Care Center and 
Kitty Lustman-Findling Kindergarten 

Sharon Lynn Kagan, EdD
Co-Director, National Center for Children 
and Families
Teachers College, Columbia University

Ming Li, MD
Professor, Child Neuro-habilitation Clinic 
The First Hospital of Peking University

Tina Mannarino, PhD
Supervisor, Early Childhood Education
New Haven Public Schools

Dorothea Marsden, MEd - Emeritus
Educational Consultant
Author of Work Sampling and 
the Ounce Scale

Linda Mayes, MD
Arnold Gesell Professor of Child Psychiatry, 
Pediatrics, and Psychology
Yale Child Study Center

Rae Pica
Director
Moving and Learning

Rima Shore, PhD
Adelaide Weismann Chair in 
Educational Leadership
Bank Street College of Education

Dorothy Singer, PhD
Senior Research Associate 
Yale Child Study Center
Co-Director, Family TV Research 
and Consultation Center

Jerome Singer, PhD
Professor of Psychology, Emeritus
Yale Child Study Center
Co-Director, Family TV Research 
and Consultation Center

Fred Volkmar, MD
Director, Yale Child Study Center
Irving B. Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, 
Pediatrics, and Psychology
Yale University School of Medicine

staff: 2011-2012
Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA
Executive Director

Sally Coleman Keller, MAT
Director, National Lecture Staff 

Jennifer Pelton, MA
Director of Marketing and Communications 

Andrea Sambrook, MA
Director of Research and Education
Gitta Selva
Director of Programs and Editorial Services

Larry Joyner
Director of Operations (Mar 2011–Sept 2012)

Parent-teacHer 
connectIon ProGram staff
Pamela Kelly-Ralston, Program Liaison
Maria Sierra, Program Liaison

natIonaL Lecture staff (nLs)
Erin Akers, MEd (Michigan)
Kiki Ammons, MEd (Florida)
Suzy Ferree, MS, MA (Oklahoma)
Linda Halverson (Arizona) – Emeritus
Norman Heimgartner, EdD (Washington)
Sally Coleman Keller, MAT (Michigan)
Marilyn Mansberry (Florida)
Karlen Senseny, PhD (Pennsylvania) 
Sallie Wells, MS, CFLE (Texas)
Cheryl Wolfe (North Carolina)

consuLtants
BWB Solutions
dsign Digital
Linda Hoffman
iDesign Studios 
Tong Liu, PhD
McREL (Mid-Continent Research for   
Education and Learning)
odonnellCOMPANY
Pro Bono Partnership
VSI HD Media Services
Wiggin and Dana Law Firm

Interns 

Amanda Cohen
Emily Colon 
Anna Gaspar
Samantha Pratt
Shylene Santiago 
Reyna Tlecuitl
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"A child is more than a score." 
Gesell Developmental 
Observation-Revised (GDO-R)
and Gesell Early Screener (GES)

Gesell Institute of Child Development
310 Prospect Street
New Haven, CT 06511
1-800-369-7709
www.gesellinstitute.org

2011-2012 annuaL rePort


