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EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D., 2000   Brandeis University, Social/Developmental Psychology  

M.A., 1996   Brandeis University, Social/Developmental Psychology  

B.A., 1994   Fairfield University, Psychology, English   

       

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 

Gesell Program in Early Childhood at Yale Child Study Center, 2019 - present 

Executive Director 

• Early childhood research and advocacy 

• Market and sales of assessment tools and books 

• Professional Development design and evaluation 

• Manage coaching staff 

• Pedagogy training and implementation support to schools 
 

Gesell Institute of Child Development, 2016 - 2019 

Executive Director 

• Early childhood research and advocacy 

• Market and sales of assessment tools and books 

• Professional Development design and evaluation 

• Nonprofit management 

• Board development 

• Fundraising and development 

 

108 Monkeys, 2012 - 2020 

Founding Director 

• Non-profit management  

• Development and fundraising 

• Curriculum and outreach training development and implementation 

• Volunteer recruitment and initiation 

• Research and publications 

• Board development 
 

Early Childhood Research and Policy Consultant, 2003 - 2005; 2007 - 2016 

Consultant  

• Reviewer on Connecticut Early Childhood Race to the Top Application 



 

 

• Research consultant and public forum facilitator on Connecticut’s Core 

Knowledge and Competency Framework development for the CT State 

Department of Education 

• Researched a Quality Rating Scale for child care centers for the CT Early 

Care and Education Research and Policy Council 

• Grant writing for the CT Association for Infant Mental Health 

• Grant writing for Hall Neighborhood House  

• Analyzed data from the Preschool Assessment Framework in Connecticut 

• Analyzed data and produced technical reports on indicators of child well 

being for Graustein Memorial Fund Discovery Communities 

• Analyzed data from focus groups and key informant interviews for 

Graustein Memorial Fund Discovery Communities 

• Research for CT Health and Education Finance Authority 

 

Connecticut Voices for Children, 2005 - 2007 

Senior Policy Fellow  
• Performed annual 24-hour turnaround analysis of the Governor’s Proposed 

Budgets 

• Legislative policy, leadership, and advocacy on behalf of coalitions, 

including: 

• CT Early Care and Education Finance Project 

• CT Department of Social Services Commissioner’s Task Force on 

Care4Kids Child Care Subsidy Program 

• Providers’ Caucus for Early Care and Education 

• State Funded Child Care Center Providers Forum 

• Early Childhood Education Cabinet  

 

Connecticut Voices for Children, 2000-2003 

Policy Fellow 

Early Care and Education research, policy and budget analysis   

Coalition Building and Participation:  

• Early Care and Education Finance Project 

• Legislative Collaborative for Early Care and Education, Co-Chair  

• Early Childhood Alliance, Committee Chair 

• CT Department of Public Health Early Childhood Partners 

• CT DSS, Commissioner’s Task Force on Child Care Subsidy  

• New Haven Mayor’s Task Force on Early Care and Education 

• Senator Toni Harp’s Pediatric Obesity Task Force 

• National Indicators of School Readiness  

• OneCT  

 

Kid’s Connection After School Program, 1997-1998  

Director, Office of Child Care Services Qualified 

             



 

 

Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1995 - 1997 

Cognitive Developmental Laboratory Research Assistant 

     

New England Research Institute, 1995-1997 

Research Assistant   
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