


 

This past year Gesell Institute marked a milestone: its 
60th anniversary of continual service to children, parents 
and their teachers. A year’s planning culminated in a 
national conference about leadership in early childhood 
education on October 15, 2010. It was an opportunity to 
advance our message that understanding how children 
learn and grow is the underpinning of informed parenting 
and academic success. It was also an opportunity to 
participate in the national conversation on school reform. 
Another historic accomplishment for the Institute was 
the completion of our national research study to acquire 
new normative data for our Gesell Developmental 
Observation. This revised assessment is now an even 

more effective tool for teachers and other professionals to gain further insight into a child’s 
place on his developmental path. 
Like all non-profits, we are challenged by our present economy.  The board and staff of Gesell 
Institute is working to address this through focused fiscal management and planning.  We are 
energized by our commitment and advocacy for children, and by numerous supporters who 
value the importance of our work.
Through the vision of our Executive Director, the dedicated work of our staff, the guidance 
and oversight of our committed Board, and the help of our supporters on whom we rely, we 
will continue to be a resilient, reliable reference for parents and teachers.
 

Board Chair’s Message    

~Linda Calarco

Linda Calarco
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Executive Director’s Message
The Monday after Thanksgiving marked my third 
anniversary with Gesell Institute and I have much to be 
thankful for!  When I joined the Institute, my two near-
term goals were to conduct an appropriate, psychometric 
national study on our Gesell Developmental Observation 
(GDO), and to reposition Gesell Institute as a major voice 
in the field of early childhood education in the 21st C. 
With the help of a tiny but mighty staff, a small cadre of 
outside consultants, a dedicated National Lecture Staff, a 
nationally respected Advisory Council, and a caring and 
supportive Board of Directors, Gesell Institute can now 
claim victory for successfully fulfilling both goals!  

The results of our study received national recognition! Harvard Education Letter Online 
said, “Oldest voice in America weighs in with new data.” That statement alone attests to our 
strengthened reputation, position in ECE (Early Childhood Education) and the successful 
completion of our study.  

And, what did our study find? On average, children are still reaching developmental 
milestones in the same timeframe as they did when Arnold Gesell first collected and 
published his data back in 1925. More importantly, this information has not surprised the 
early childhood community in the very least. For people working with young children, it is 
universally known that a typical five year-old usually cannot do what a typical seven year-old 
can do, even if a policy maker mandates it!

This brings me to another victory that must be highlighted here, even though it technically took 
place in the 2010-2011 fiscal year. Gesell Institute hosted a conference for early childhood 
leaders and policy makers on October 15, 2010. Approximately 300 people attended and 
heard from a superb “A-List” of early childhood keynote speakers and panelists. For more 
on the LEAD Conference see pages 8 & 9. 

Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA
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~Marcy Guddemi

Am I thankful?  
Incredibly so!  

Thankful and proud 
to be associated with 

one of the premier early 
childhood advocacy 
organizations in the 

country and the world!
~Marcy Guddemi



Our 60th Anniversary: A History of the Institute 
The Institute’s namesake, Arnold Gesell, PhD, MD, began his groundbreaking work 
in the early 20th century. He developed a set of norms illustrating sequential and 
predictable patterns of growth and development, used as the basis of the original Gesell 
Developmental Observation. Dr. Gesell was the first Director of the Yale University 
Clinic, now known as the Yale Child Study Center, as well as the nation’s first school 
psychologist. He was a founding member of the National Association for Nursery School 
and Education, which is now known as the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC).

Following Dr. Gesell’s retirement from Yale in 1950, his colleagues opened the Gesell 
Institute in New Haven, Connecticut to continue his life’s work. Since that time, the 
Institute has offered a variety of medical and educational 
programs and services to promote the healthy development of 
children and adults worldwide. Today, 
the work of the Institute is focused 
on educating and supporting 
teachers and parents of young 
children in order to ensure the 
future success of all children 
throughout the United States 
and abroad.

Memories from Richard’s Memorial 
Service this past summer on June 5, 
2010 are still strong here at the Institute. 
Friends, family and former co-workers 
attended the service. Richard Ruiter, a 
member of our National Lecture Staff 
passed away after having over 25 years 
of affiliation with Gesell Institute. 
Stevie Riley (former NLS) spoke 
about Richard’s professional life at his 
Memorial Service, and she shared with 
everyone that she had trained Richard 
back in 1985. He truly was all about 
what was best for children.
               

“A life well lived 
and wonderfully celebrated!”

~Sally Keller, NLS Director
 

“Richard loved life and loved to 
laugh! I remember many times 
at our Retreats, when all of the 
National Lecture Staff had a 
chance to get together, there 

was always laughter!  He was a 
great listener and was always so 
considerate of everyone. His love 
for children and people could be 

seen through his wonderful smile. 
Richard had a great rapport with 
children of all ages. I really miss 

him. What an honor to have 
known such a wonderful person 

all of these years!”
~Suzy Ferree, NLS

Our Foundation 
Gesell Institute of Human 
Development, an independent non-
profit organization located on Yale 
University’s campus in New Haven, 
Connecticut, has been associated with 
understanding how children grow and 
learn since 1950. Gesell programs and 
publications help parents and educators 
understand the ages and stages of 
childhood.

Understanding the stages of child 
growth and development and using the knowledge to interpret behaviors, to plan 
appropriate curricula, and to manage the classroom are essential to quality teaching 
practices. Gesell professional development workshops link the continuum of growth to 
the use of an effective screening tool, the Gesell Developmental Observation – Revised.

Our mission is to educate, guide, and support parents and educators in understanding child 
growth and development so that all children may be nurtured, encouraged, and empowered 
as they grow and learn.

Gesell Institute provides multiple sources of information for parents, teachers, and schools 
to assist them in making important decisions about children. We do not set policy or provide 
recommendations surrounding issues of retention, placement, or readiness “scores” in 
association with the Gesell Developmental Observation – Revised.

Remembering NLS Member 

RICHARD
R u I t E R
—  1 9 4 0 - 2 0 1 0  —
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Gesell’s Guide 
for Parents 
and Teachers: 
Understanding 
the Relationship 
Between Families 
and Schools
Newly updated and revised. Reflects 
on the important relationship between 
home and school through current 
research and practice.

The Teacher 
Questionnaire 
and Parent/
Guardian 
Questionnaire
Paired together or 
used separately, both are instrumental 
in helping educators and parents 
better understand young children. 
Components of the GDO-R multi-
dimensional assessment system.

What a busy, busy year we have had here at Gesell Institute!  
In addition to planning our LEAD Conference and 
continuing our work on the GDO Study (see pages 7 
and 8), here are the highlights from this extraordinary 
past year:

Community Connections & Beyond
Gesell Institute continues to make a name for itself locally. We 
hosted two Friend-Raiser events here at the Institute. These are 
opportunities where community members join us for a social 
and educational evening to learn more about Gesell. One 
took place last October and the other was held in April. We 
continued to maintain a very positive relationship with the 
city of New Haven by being proactive, networking members 
of the Greater New Haven Chamber of Commerce, and we 
remain participants on their Non-Profit Council. The Mayor 
of New Haven has reappointed Marcy to be a member of the New Haven Early 
Childhood Council, and Crista Marchesseault, the Institute’s Associate Director, and 
Marina Pappas, the P-TCP Program Coordinator, were members of the Kindergarten 
Transition Sub Committee. In addition, Gesell Institute continually benefits from 
meetings, newsletters, and training opportunities that are offered alongside our 

membership to the CT Association of Non-Profits.
Dr. Guddemi was invited to be an Adjunct Professor at Albertus 
Magnus, a local college in New Haven. She was invited to teach two 
different courses: Cognitive Development: Learning Through Play 
and Evaluation and Assessment for Teachers. Both courses were 

designed and aimed towards the local New Haven Public Schools 
Head Start Cohort who is working on degrees from Albertus Magnus. 

The college also placed several of their students with us as interns this year, as did 
Quinnipiac University, Southern Connecticut State University, and the University 
of New Haven. We are truly indebted to all our interns for their help with our data 
collection, data scrubbing, and data entry! We simply could not have done it without 
them. A list of our interns can be found on page 11.
2009 brought another visit to China for Marcy. Her outreach there grows. In 
addition to giving a lecture for Parenting Science Magazine, she also gave lectures 
for parents that were facilitated by her connection with Beijing’s Dr. Tong Liu, who is 
a postdoctoral student at Yale. 2011 will bring even more collaborations with China.
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2009-2010 Year in Review      

Media Exposure 
of the Institute: 
Gesell Institute Executive Director, Dr. 
Marcy Guddemi, made four appearances 
this year on local affiliate daytime TV shows 
to promote the Institute’s mission and LEAD 
Conference. She was interviewed twice as 
a guest on WTNH News 8’s Connecticut 
Style and also on Classroom Connections 
with Jan Doyle. Marcy emphasized how 
important it is now more than ever to respect 
the ages and stages of child development. 
She stressed how children need to grow 
and learn in their own way and time. In 
addition to promoting the national LEAD 
Conference, she advocated for children to 
have the right to play, and explained how 
Kindergarten should be a fun learning 
environment without the added pressures 
to meet test scores. The Institute believes 
that schools need to reestablish quality 
early childhood programs. Check out 
Marcy’s appearance on these two shows at  
www.gesellinstitute.org/television.html 
and on our YouTube page at http://www.
youtube.com/user/gesellinstitute. In honor 
of our study and conference, Gesell Institute 
also appeared in dozens of educational 
newsletters (NAESP, ASCD, Ed Week, 
NEIR), education blogs, and newspapers.

 

Service Overview  
between September 1, 2009  

and August 31, 2010
• 50 GDO three-day Training Workshops 
• 478 people trained 
• 18 seminars ranging from 1-hour  

lectures to full day seminars 
• 6 of the 18 seminars were for parents
• 2 private individual GDO  

administrations at Institute

Marcy in Beijing, China

New Products for 2009-2010



Designs for Living 
and Learning: 
Transforming 
Early Childhood 
Environments

Authors outline hundreds of ways to  
create healthy and inviting physical, 
social, and emotional environments for 
children in childcare.

Teaching  
with Heart…

Dr. Joyce Gerber 
highlights educational activities for 
teachers and parents using traditional 
nursery rhymes. Includes 60 multi-sensory, 
action oriented learning experiences for all 
domains of development.

Animal  
Exercise Fun
Parents and children 
can mimic the natural 

movements of animals from around the 
world through breathing, stretching and 
balancing; and aerobic and relaxation 
exercises.

Conferences, Conventions & Councils – Oh My!
The National Lecture Staff (NLS) has also been very busy 
presenting at workshops and seminars in over 25 states and in 

Puerto Rico this year. Participating in 
the NAEYC (National Association for 
Educators of Young Children) annual 
national convention is always a thrill! 
Gesell Institute holds a booth annually in 
October at Connecticut’s AEYC; staff 
members presented in Washington, DC 
last November; February 2010 brought 
Cheryl Wolfe (NLS) to North Carolina’s 
annual AEYC event; and Andrea, Ashley 
and Linda Halverson (NLS) all attended 
the NAEYC Professional Development 
Institute in Phoenix, Arizona this past 
June. This was our first opportunity to share 
the early outcomes of the GDO Study. It was 
thrilling to be able to speak with many high-
level administrators, experienced teachers, 

professors and practitioners about the launch of our GDO-R Child 
Recording Form, Parent and Teacher Questionnaires, and our 
Review Kit featuring the Examiner’s Manual, which is now in 
the final stages of production! Our Gesell Early Screener (GES) 
will be following shortly. Andrea Sambrook has done a superior job 
coordinating this study!
Our Advisory Council has been nationally expanding as we 
have added several new members this year: Rima Shore, Bank 
Street College; Dorothea (Dot) Marsden; Joan Almon, Alliance 
for Childhood from the Washington, DC area; and Kathy Fite, 
Texas State University.  These people are spreading the word 
about Gesell Institute in the work they do across the country.

The Arnold Gesell Ambassador
We were so proud to host Dr. Kathy Fite as a 
visiting scholar, here at the Institute in the Fall 
of 2009. Dr. Kathy Fite was granted a semester-
long sabbatical from Texas State University in 
San Marcos, TX. She chose the work of Dr. 
Arnold Gesell as her topic of interest. Her work 

is documented in a volume that she presented to our Executive 
Director.  Kathy now includes Arnold Gesell Ambassador as part 
of her professional title as she goes across the country promoting 
the Institute’s work.

Social Networking –  
Friends, Followers & Community Discussions
This past year has brought new publicity for the Institute in all 
forms of media. We have had a strong presence online, on TV and 
in print. Gesell Institute’s new Marketing and Communications 
Associate, Jen Pelton, has truly placed our internet activities in 
the 21st Century.  We are now on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
and LinkedIn! Be sure to check out all of our social networking 
sites.  This year we also improved the online bookstore on our 
website thanks to Tiffany Burke, our IT webmaster. Please visit 
our bookstore at www.gesellinstitute.org/bookstore.

New Ventures & 
Fundraising
As mentioned on pages 8 
and 9 regarding the LEAD 
Conference, Gesell has hit 
a new height with !  Over 
$65,000 was raised for the 
conference and another 
$25,000 was the result of our 
annual appeal, and Wendy 
Well’s very own special 
appeal. Board President Linda Calarco must also be lauded for 
her extraordinary work with . We are particularly proud of the 
support and $12,500 grant from the Community Foundation 
for Greater New Haven, which demonstrated their strong vote 
of confidence in us!
Many new ventures are on the horizon for Gesell Institute. In 
the upcoming year, we will be expanding our product line even 
more with the introduction of the GDO-R and the Gesell Early 
Screener (GES), and we plan to offer more workshop, seminar 
and webinar opportunities. 
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Marcy in Beijing, China

Joan Almon, Alliance for Childhood

Dr. Kathy Fite



The Parent-teacher Connection Program  
Celebrates its 3rd Birthday with Growth and Success!

The Parent-Teacher Connection Program (P-TCP) is Gesell 
Institute’s way of “leading by example” in its very own 
community. Through home visits, 1:1 classroom support 
and monthly action plans tailored to an individual child’s 
abilities and interests, our proactive program personalizes 
education and builds on children’s strengths to promote 
growth in all areas of their development.

After receiving continued funding from New Haven 
Public Schools in November 2009, we began serving 
families of four and five-year-olds at three new schools. 

Highlights of the Year
Enriched home and school learning environments
Each month, Program Liaisons created specific home activities for each child and 
family to do together, based on the child’s individual strengths and interests. Teachers 
were also not forgotten. Our program fulfilled 32 classrooms’ special requests for 
books, puzzles, dramatic play props, and scientific exploration tools! Our Liaisons 
provided over 700 hours of 1:1 attention in the classroom this year. 

Increased positive, proactive communication
By interviewing families and teachers, conducting 
child observations in their home and at school, and 
assessing each child across all developmental areas 
(physical, intellectual, emotional, social), Program 
Liaisons formally aligned families’ and teachers’ 
perceptions of their children’s abilities. This resulted 
in positive, proactive communication between families 
and teachers. 100% of teachers agreed, or strongly 
agreed, that they communicated more often with the 
families participating in our program. Furthermore, 100% 
of families agreed, or strongly agreed, that they felt more 
comfortable communicating with their children’s teachers 
after they became involved in P-TCP.

Helped families evaluate options  
for Kindergarten
P-TCP stressed to New Haven parents the importance of making informed choices 
when it comes to choosing their child’s school. We educated families on how to 
navigate the application requirements for each option.  In 2011 Program Liaisons 
will be attending open houses with families to show how to prioritize schools based 
on their children’s individual strengths and needs.  

The Parent-Teacher Connection Program is made possible by the generous support 
from New Haven Public Schools.  We are thrilled to continue serving their children, 
families and teachers throughout the 2010-2011 school year. 

If you are interested in learning more about our program, home visits or would 
like to make a monetary or toys donation to Gesell Institute’s Parent-Teacher 
Connection Program, please contact Marina Pappas at 203-777-3481 ext 707 or 
marina@gesellinstitute.org for more details. Thank You. 

FY’10 Workshop 
testimonials 
“Excellent program. I have taught for over 
25 years and I am thrilled to see the logic 
and layout of information that this Gesell 
program has developed…Very Helpful!”
 -Lorraine, Bronx, NY

“This gave me the boost of confidence and 
support I needed to work with an age I 
wasn’t used to, because I now understand 
ages and stages.” 
 -Stephanie, McLean, VA

“I am very excited to get back to school 
and begin the assessment process. I loved 
how many times during our class that I 
would have the light [bulb] go on and
realize, ‘Oh, that’s why.’”   
 -MaryAnn, Lewisville, NC

“Fantastic! What a wealth of information. 
I feel I have the knowledge and tools to 
begin correctly assessing my students. 
What an asset for every teacher, parent 
and student. Fabulous!” 
 -Lise, Evergreen, CO

“In my humble opinion, every teacher who 
teaches young children should participate 
in this workshop. The insight gained on 
a developing child is immeasurable and 
gives the teacher a great advantage in 
teaching each student in their classroom.” 
 -Jaimie, West Palm Beach, FL
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The P-tCP Program Model

1. Create a Unique Child Profile

2. Write Personalized Goals & 
Monthly Action Plans

3. Provide weekly 1:1 classroom  
support

4. Conduct Monthly Home Visits

P-tCP By the Numbers  (Spring 2010)
Participating Classrooms:  17
Participating Teachers:  34
Participating Families: 26
Home Visits: 156
Hours of 1:1 Classroom Support: 702
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Dorothea Marsden, ECE Consultant

Candace Azevedo, ECE Consultant

National Lecture Staff, especially  
Sally Keller and Marilyn Mansberry

Supportive individuals who assisted  
with the revision of the GDO-R: 

Schools participating in GDO-R Study: 

Acton Coop Preschool, MA

Amberly Elementary School, MI

Appleby Elementary School, NY 

Applewild Elementary School, MA

Bent Tree Development Center, TX

Bluffton Elementary School, OH

Bolles School, FL

Brevard County Schools, FL

Cesar Batalla School, CT

Charlotte Christian School, NC

Charlotte Preparatory School, NC

Christ the King School, KY

Coyote Valley Elementary School, CA

da Vinci School, TX

Dwight Pre-School, CT 

Early Childhood Learning Center, CT 

Elm Drive Elementary School, NY

Evergreen Country Day School, CO

Forsyth Country Day School, NC 

Glendale Acres Elementary School , NC

Grace Brethren School, CA

Greater Portland Christian School, ME

Greater Portland Christian School, ME

Greenhill School, TX 

Helene Grant, CT

Heathwood Hall Episcopal School, SC 

Hill Central Music Academy, CT 

International School of Louisiana, LA

International School of Minnesota, MN

John Martinez School, CT

Kessler School, TX

Living Word Christian Academy, CT

Madison Academy, AL

Marlboro School District, NY

Naugatuck Early Child Dev. Center, 
CTNaugatuckValley Community 
College Child Center,CT

Noah’s Ark Pre-School, MI

Oakland Christian School, MI

Ravenscroft School, NC

Rosebud Elementary, SD

St. Anslem School, OH

St. Bernadette School, LA

St. Maria Goretti Preschool, AZ

Southwest Covenant School, OK

Truman Head Start, CT

Upland Country Day, PA

Wesleyan School, GA

Westminster Academy, TN

Zigler Head Start, CT

Zimmerman School, ND

With the intent to gather current 
technical data for the Gesell 
Developmental Observation (GDO), 
Gesell Institute’s national study 

was completed in March 
2010.  Approximately 1,300 
assessments for children 
aged 2.3 – 6.3 were collected 
from 55 sites across 23 states, 
representing an unprecedented 
diverse sample of data to support 
our new Gesell Developmental 
Observation – Revised (GDO-R). 
The data represented children 

from public and private schools, pre-schools and home day care 
centers, in urban and suburban locations.  

This past Spring, our team of 
carefully trained interns commenced 
the tedious task of reviewing, 
verifying, cleaning and checking the 
5,000 child, parent and teacher 
data forms that were collected in 
order to ensure a high level of quality 
for the data. Additionally, members 
of the National Lecture Staff took 
part in a second study (The NLS Review) for us in June 
and July to describe the qualitative features and Developmental 
Age of randomly selected Copy Form and Incomplete Man work 
samples. The final stage of the study was to produce the technical 
report, which was conducted by McREL (Mid-Continent Research 
for Education and Learning), who partnered with us to provide 
methodological advice, technical consulting, and statistical 
analysis. This report will be made available electronically, and 
will be on our website in 2011.

The GDO Study has also provided for us another very valuable 
return: the creation of the Gesell Early Screener (GES). 
This screener is a newly developed short-form of the GDO-R 
that consists of 12 developmental and academic tasks of the 
assessment tool, but can be administered in half the time. Its 

results are tabulated in a simple 
rubric that indicates whether a 
child meets expectations for his 
or her age, or if an assessment 
using the full GDO-R would 
be beneficial.

The GDO-R has undergone robust review in an effort to triangulate 
the new data with expert opinion and accepted theories of child 
development. As a result, the GDO-R has also benefited from 
psychometric analysis of items and tasks enabling the revised 
instrument to carefully assess each child along developmental, 
social-emotional and learning strands. A child’s performance 
based on their functioning across these strands will guide the 
examiner to a more systematic understanding of a child’s unique 
profile by using performance ranges to determine the child’s level 
of development. They could be “Age Appropriate” with skill 

development, have “Emerging” skills, or a cause for “Concern” 
in regard to skill development. New administrators and those 
already familiar with the Gesell Developmental Observation - 
Revised will appreciate the qualitative features of the assessment 
which remain at the heart of this highly respected, and now 
updated, tool.

“Thanks so much for  
the opportunity to work  
with you on this project.  

It’s taken a lot of time and energy,  
but I’ve really enjoyed it.  

And [your staff ] was  
very helpful and kind!”

—Lori Libby, Greater Portland Christian School, Maine

The Completion of Our National technical Study on the GDO

2009-2010 Gesell Staff & Interns



Gesell Institute Hosts 
National Early Childhood 
Leadership Conference: 
LEAD! 
2009-2010 was a big year for the Institute with so 
many things going on, including the preparations 
for our main event: celebrating the Institute’s 60th 
anniversary in the Fall of 2010.  We were very busy 
planning and raising money for our LEAD (Learn, 
Educate, Advocate, Do!) Conference. This one 
day, stand-alone event for leaders in early childhood 
education, took place on October 15, 2010 in New 
Haven, Connecticut, at the Omni Hotel at Yale, 
which technically occurred in our 2010-2011 fiscal 
year. The conference was a huge success, drawing 
attention from schools administrators, Board of 
Education members, early childhood coordinators, 
psychologists, researchers, policy makers, and other 
important decision makers from around the country. 
Approximately 300 people were in attendance. 
Conference goals included widening an understanding of the critical importance of 
respecting child development during the early years in education and its relationship to 
life-long development. Contributing to the national conversation about early childhood 
and leadership in educational policy, the panels and keynote speakers generated 
practical ideas for setting and implementing appropriate expectations for our youngest 
learners. The underlying theme of all the discussions and speeches shared that day was 
to inspire and motivate educational leaders towards change.

The conference format consisted of three keynote addresses and four panel 
presentations: Research, Practice, Play, and Policy. These speakers could be 
considered the top of a “Who’s Who List” of early childhood speakers and 

researchers from around the world. Dr. T. Berry 
Brazelton conducted the first keynote of the day; 
followed by Joan Almon, Executive Director of  
Alliance for Childhood, who was the luncheon keynote; 
and Dr. Jacqueline Jones, Senior Early Childhood 
Advisor from the US Department of Education, who 
gave a mid-afternoon keynote before the final panel 
of the day which consisted of Dr. Edward Zigler, the 
founder of Head Start; Dr. Sharon Lynn Kagan from 
Columbia University; Dr. Walter Gilliam, Yale Child 
Study Center; Tina Mannarino, a representative of 
New Haven Public Schools; and The Honorable Rosa 

DeLauro, US House of Representatives. (See 
all the speakers in sidebar.)

We are creating a publication of the 
proceedings which we hope will become 
required reading for policy makers across 
the country. These electronic proceedings 
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LEAD Sponsors
Albertus Magnus College
Alliance for Childhood
Vince & Linda Calarco
Charter Oak State College
Comcast
Community Foundation for  
 Greater New Haven
Community Playthings
Consolidated Edison Company of New York
S.M. Cooper Photographic Artist
Curriculum Associates
Jeanette & Tom Delimitros
Jan Doyle
Elm Advisors, LLC
Folkmanis Puppets
Gesell Board of Directors
William Casper Graustein Memorial Fund
Suzanne Guida
Guida’s Dairy
The Holdsworth Group, LLC
IPA USA
KaBOOM!
Knowledge Universe
Lakeshore Learning Materials
The Learning Station
LEGO
Seymour Lustman Memorial Fund
The McGraw-Hill Companies
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney 
New Haven Register 
Relihan Landscape Construction Co., Inc.
Rotary Club of North Haven
School Market Research Institute
The Source for Learning, Inc. 
Stratton Faxon
Yale New Haven Hospital 
Yale University

LEAD Speakers
Joan Almon
T. Berry Brazelton
Rhonda L. Clements
William Crain
Rosa DeLauro
Robert N. Emde
Stanley Finkle
Martha Julia Garcia-Sellers
Walter S. Gilliam
Janice M. Gruendel
Marcy Guddemi
Carla M. Horwitz
Jacqueline Jones
Sharon Lynn Kagan
Tina Mannarino
Dorothea (Dot) Marsden
Danielle Marshall
Ashley Merryman
Sally A. Millaway
David A. Mooij
Rae Pica
Audrey Skrupskelis
Joshua D. Sparrow
Charles Super
Martha Zaslow
Edward Zigler

John Cirello, Board Member

Dr. T  Berry Brazelton

LEAD  ConfErEnCE
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will be released to the public for FREE in 2011. Gesell Institute 
is very grateful to ConEd for their $10,000 grant donation to 
help make these proceedings possible.

Gesell Institute raised over $65,000 in sponsorships, grants, and 
in-kind donations for this important event. Throughout the Fall 
of 2009, Gesell Institute was awarded $12,500 in grants from 
the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven. This 

allotment went towards reserving the Grand 
Ballroom at the Omni Hotel, and to the first 
(of three) mailings of our promotional “Save 
The Date” postcards. These postcards were 
sent out to over 50,000 school officials and 
policy makers across the country, as were 
the subsequent Registration Brochure and 
our Fall 2010 catalog, all of which featured 
the conference. Over the past year, Gesell 
Institute secured over thirty sponsors to help 
us with our Conference and Anniversary 
Banquet, where we were able to honor Ed 
Zigler. For our Silent Auction that was 
held for guests before the Banquet on 
Oct. 14th, Folkmanis Puppets donated 
40 plush animal hand puppets which we 
paired together with 

classic picture books that were donated by 
Lakeshore Learning Materials.

Also on October 14th to further help promote and publicize 
the conference the following day, Gesell Institute hosted a 
Press Conference announcing the LEAD conference and its 
important mission. For taking the initiative to encourage change 

amongst our educational leaders in New Haven and across 
America, and to show the local community that the Institute 
is a knowledgeable resource for them to rely upon, John 
DeStefano, the Mayor of New Haven, CT, proclaimed October 
14th Gesell Institute Leadership and Discovery Day. At this 
press conference Gesell Institute also had the opportunity to 
share the long-awaited results of their three-year technical study 
for the Gesell Developmental Observation (GDO). Joan Almon, 
who attended the Press Conference said, “With your new data, 
Gesell Institute can play a leadership role in establishing 
that children have clear patterns of development, and these 
need to be honored and not ignored by ratcheting up the 
demands on young children.”

Marcy and Linda with  
(L to R): Michael Morand, 
Yale; Will Ginsberg,  
Community Foundation 
for Greater New Haven; 
John DeStefano, Mayor of 
New Haven

Marcy and Linda with Dr. Jacqueline Jones,  

US Department of Education

Marcy and Linda with the Policy Panel (L to R): Ed Zigler, founder of Head Start; Sharon Lynn Kagan, Columbia; The Honorable Rosa DeLauro,  
CT State Representative; Janice Gruendel, ECE Consultant; and Tina Mannarino, New Haven Public Schools

LEAD photos courtesy of Steve Cooper, S.M. Cooper Photographic Artist



Financial Overview
Revenues & Expenses

August 31

2010 2009

REVENUES

Programs $220,552     $267,288     

Books & Materials 135,548 162,173

Investment Return 225,692 0

Grants & Contributions 131,222 45,449

Interest Income & Other 6 1,300

TOTAL REVENUES $713,020 $476,210

Investment Losses (114,941) (468,256)

EXPENSES

Education & Training $294,322 $393,156

Program Development 164,567 180,761

Publications & Fund raising 263,159 37,922

Administration 132,367 124,701

TOTAL EXPENSES $854,415 $736,540

FY’10 treasurer’s Comments
Much of the Institute’s fiscal year ending on August 
31, 2010 was consumed by two critical endeavors: 
the renorming of the Gesell Developmental 
Observation assessment tool, and the planning 
of our 60th Anniversary Conference that was 
held this past October. Although the expenditures 
associated with those efforts exceeded the 
earnings performance of the Institute’s Investment 
Pool, we are confident that both will yield positive 
financial benefits for the Institute in the years 
going forward.  From an operating standpoint, 
once again the recession adversely impacted the 
number of sales and workshops we were able 
to offer, which are the two principal sources of 
our revenue.  However, a marginally improving 
economy, along with a growing national interest 
in the policies and programs advocated by the 
Institute, we hope to significantly improve our 
sales, workshops and donations in the year to 
come. ~Bill Bakke

take Action: Help Support 
Children and Families! 

Our work is focused on educating and 
supporting teachers and parents both locally 
and across the globe, in order to ensure the 
future success of all children. After nearly 60 
years of helping children succeed, we remain 
committed to our ever-expanding mission, 
but as a non-profit, it can be challenging to 
achieve our goals each year. 

Now more than ever,  
we need your support.

Even the smallest donations aid us in our 
efforts to expand our programs, 

helping children to succeed. 
If you would like to join others in 

contributing to our important work so that  
all children may be nurtured, encouraged, 
and empowered as they grow and learn, 

please contact us: 

1-800-369-7709 
info@gesellinstitute.org

Pledge your support today. 
Mail us your tax-deductible contribution, 

payable to Gesell Institute:
 310 Prospect Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Credit Cards are accepted.

Thank you! 
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Comparative Statement of Financial Position
 August 31

2010 2009

ASSETS

Current Assets

Cash & cash equivalents $ 6,941     $4,807     

Accounts receivable 13,261 17,301

Prepaid expenses 49,997 12,503

Total Current Assets 70,199 34,611

Limited Use Assets

Investments 1,354,526 1,598,775

Furniture & equipment 4,909 10,451

TOTAL ASSETS $1,429,634 $1,643,836

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable $63,500 $77,918

Accrued expenses and other 15,875 (18,671)

Accrued payroll & related expenses 19,549 11,716

Accrued vacation 4,750 4,539

Total Current Liabilities 103,674 75,921

Net Assets

Unrestricted 1,567,916 1,567,916

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $1,429,634 $1,567,914
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BOARD OF DIRECtORS
Linda Calarco, MA (President)
Former teacher and guidance counselor 
New York City Public Schools 

Judy August MS, CAS (Vice President)
School Psychologist, retired
Cheshire Public Schools

Barbara Stern, MS, MBA (Secretary)
Principal 
Darcey School

William Bakke, MA, JD, LLM (Treasurer)
Chief Financial Officer, retired 
Hopkins School

John Cirello, JD
Attorney 
Cirello and Vessicchio, LLC

Tynetta Darden, CDF, MPA
Consultant 
North Carolina

Kathy DeStefano
First Grade Teacher 
West Haven Public Schools

Gladys Deutsch, MS)
Director 
Leila Day Nurseries, Inc.

Michelle Rivelli, MD, FAAP
Pediatrician 
Pedicare Associates

Carole Weisberg
Coordinator, Early Childhood and Youth 
Education Program 
Charter Oak State College

Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA (ex-officio)
Executive Director. Gesell Institute

ADVISORY COuNCIL
Joan Almon
Executive Director, Alliance for Childhood 

William Crain, PhD
Professor, Department of Psychology  
The City College of New York

Stanley C. Finkle, MS
Director, Elementary Ed & Languages  
North Syracuse Central School District

Kathleen E. Fite, EdD
Professor, Department of Curriculum  
and Instruction,  
Texas State University – San Marcos

Joe Frost, EdD, LHD
Parker Centennial Professor, Emeritus 
University of Texas

Martha Garcia-Sellers, PhD
Assistant Professor, Eliot-Pearson 
Department of Child Development  
Director, Home-School Connection  
Program, Tufts University

Walter S. Gilliam, PhD
Assistant Professor, Yale Child Study Center 
Director, The Edward Zigler Center, Yale Univ.

Jim Grant
Executive Director 
Staff Development for Educators

Carla Horwitz, PhD
Director, Calvin Hill Day Care Center and  
Kitty Lustman-Findling Kindergarten 

Sharon Lynn Kagan, EdD
Co-Director, National Center for Children  
and Families,  
Teachers College, Columbia University

Ming Li, MD
Professor, Child Neuro-habilitation Clinic  
The First Hospital of Peking University

Tina Mannarino, PhD
Supervisor, Early Childhood Education 
New Haven Public Schools

Dorothea Marsden, MEd
Educational Consultant 
Author of Work Sampling and  
the OUNCE Scale

Linda Mayes, MD
Arnold Gesell Professor of Child Psychiatry, 
Pediatrics, and Psychology 
Yale Child Study Center

Rae Pica
Director, Moving and Learning

Rima Shore, PhD
Adelaide Weismann Chair in  
Educational Leadership 
Bank Street College of Education

Dorothy Singer, PhD
Senior Research Associate  
Yale Child Study Center 
Co-Director, Family TV Research and 
Consultation Center

Jerome Singer, PhD
Professor of Psychology, Emeritus 
Yale Child Study Center 
Co-Director, Family TV Research and 
Consultation Center

Fred Volkmar, MD
Director, Yale Child Study Center 
Irving B. Harris Professor of Child Psychiatry, 
Pediatrics, and Psychology 
Yale University School of Medicine

StAFF: 2009-2010
Ashley Firth, MA
Program Associate 

Collinette Geuber
Office Assistant, (temporary summer program) 

Marcy Guddemi, PhD, MBA
Executive Director

Sally Keller
Director, National Lecture Staff 

Crista Marchesseault, MAT, MA
Associate Director

Marina Pappas Peterson
Program Director,  
Parent-Teacher Connection Program 

Andrea Sambrook, MA
Program Coordinator

Jim Schaffer
Advancement Coordinator

Annette Watert
Operations Manager

New in September 2010

Jennifer Pelton, MA
Marketing & Communications  
Associate 
[We have sadly said farewell to both Crista  
(August 2010) and Ashley (October 2010)  
who have gone on to other career ventures.]

PARENT-TEACHER  
CONNECTION PROGRAM STAFF

Monica Bunton, Program Liaison
Pamela Kelly-Ralston, Program Liaison
Victoria Knezek, Program Liaison
Daisy Martinez-DiCarlo, Program Liaison
Michele Moore, Program Liaison
Jessica Simmons, Program Liaison
Amanda Valunas, Program Liaison

NATIONAL LECTURE STAFF  
(NLS)

Erin Akers (Michigan)
Kiki Ammons (Florida)
Suzy Ferree (Oklahoma)
Linda Halverson (Arizona)
Norman Heimgartner (Washington)
Sally Keller (Michigan)
Marilyn Mansberry (Florida)
Richard Ruiter (Michigan) deceased
Karlen Senseny (Pennsylvania) 
Sallie Wells (Texas)
Cheryl Wolfe (North Carolina)

CONSULTANTS

Tiffany Burke
Dawn Grady
Kaitlyn Falk Wong
Linda Hoffman
Eric Jones
Sarah Miller Desimini
Barbara Ottervik
Kristin Rider
Susan Skaf
McREL (Mid-Continent Research for  
 Education and Learning)
 Bruce Randel
 Susan Shebby

INTERNS 

Kelsey Buttendorf (GDO-R Study Intern)
Maysoun Chawiche (Marketing Intern)
Megan DeVizio (Marketing Intern)
Hannah Emerson (GDO-R Study Intern)
Amy LeBlanc (GDO-R Study Intern)
Lindsay Marcin (GDO-R Study Intern)
Meghan Silva (GDO-R Study Intern)
Susan Stevens (GDO-R Study Intern)



A child is more than a score. 
Gesell Developmental Observation
Newly Revised!

NEW!

2009-2010 Annual Report 

Gese l l  Ins t i tu te 
310  P ro spec t  S t r ee t
New Haven, CT 06511


