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INTRODUCTION TO ANCIENT GREECE NAME ______________________________  HR. _____ 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Name four areas of educational study that were either invented or enhanced in ancient Greece: 

Philosophy, theater, war, democracy, mathematics, politics (need four of these) 

2. Why should Americans study ancient Greece? 

Many of the building blocks of American culture originated in Greece. 

GREEK CITY-STATES 

3. Why was the country name Greece not used in ancient times? 

The city-states were not a united country. 

4. How is a city-state more than just a city? 

Each city controlled a large region of land around it. 

5. What was the heart of every Greek city-state? 

Agora or marketplace 

THE LIFE OF A GREEK BOY 

6. What is a Greek saying about their newborn children? 

If you have a boy, keep it. If you have a girl, expose it. 

7. Boys were sent to do what at the age of eighteen? Serve in the military 

8. What is a lyre? A harp 

9. What is rhetoric? The art of argumentation 

10. Why did Socrates not like the sophists? 

They took money for their teaching and taught students to argue any point, whether true or not. 

11. Explain why the Iliad was called “the bible of the Greeks”: 

Greeks quoted it and tried to live by it 

THE LIFE OF A GREEK GIRL 

12. How were women treated unfairly in ancient Greece? No education, rights, or freedom 

13. What would happen if a family did not have a male heir? 

Their property would pass to the closest male relative. 
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14. At what age did most girls get married? What is a dowry? 

Fourteen; money fathers would give to men to get them to marry their daughters 

15. What was the goal of every Greek wife? 

To produce a male heir 

GREEK DEMOCRACY 

16. How did citizens sometimes vote in Athens? 

By dropping rocks into a jar 

17. What groups were excluded from Athenian citizenship? 

Women, slaves, and foreigners 

18. Explain why Athens had a direct democracy: 

Each person had one vote and voted in person. 

GREEK SLAVERY 

19. Most Greek households had how many slaves? One to two 

20. What were lawyers allowed to do to slaves in order to get information? Torture them 

21. Where did the Greeks obtain their slaves? 

Picking up abandoned babies or capturing them in war (need one) 

GREEK RELIGION 

22. Explain how Greece did not have a strict religious code:  

As long as you worshipping some god, it did not matter which god you chose. 

23. Spotting what kind of bird during the daytime foretold death? Owl 

24. What could priests tell from an animal’s organs? The future 

25. What is augury? Telling the future based on the flight of birds 

THE DELPHIC ORACLE 

26. Where did the Oracle of Delphi sit? On a stool over a crack in the ground 

27. What sayings were carved on the temple of the oracle?  

“Nothing in Excess” and “Know Thyself” 
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28. For which god did the oracle supposedly speak? Apollo, the God of Truth 

THE GYMNASIUM 

29. Why does gymnasium come from the word gymnos, which means “unclothed”? 

Greek men exercised there naked. 

30. What was the Greek word for one who participates in sport contests?  Athlete 

31. Why was the sport of boxing especially dangerous? 

Participants could put sharp objects between their fingers as they punched. 

THE OLYMPICS 

32. When did the first Olympics occur? 776 B.C. 

33. What Olympic contest was held at the Olympian hippodrome? Chariot racing 

34. What was the Heraia? A series of footraces for women 

35. What are the five sports in the pentathlon?  

Running, jumping, wrestling, javelin-throwing, and discus-throwing 

DEATH AND BURIAL 

36. What did the Greeks consider to be one of man’s most sacred duties? 

Burial of the dead 

37. Why did Greeks place a coin in the mouth of a corpse? 

To pay Charon, the Boatman of the Underworld 

38. What would women do to show that they were in mourning? Cut their hair 

GREEK WARFARE 

39. What two weapons did a Greek warrior often carry?  A sword and a spear 

40. How did one warship defeat another?  

Ramming it and punching a hole in its side 

41. Sparta was known for its infantry; Athens was known for its ________.  Navy 
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42. 300 Spartans helped stop the advance of what army at Thermopylae? The Persian Army 

43. What is a phalanx? A military formation used by the Greeks 

LIFE IN SPARTA 

44. Spartan boys started their training at what age? Six 

45. Spartan boys were yearly flogged for what reason? To toughen them up 

46. How were Spartan boys taught stealth? They were starved and taught to steal food from the agora 

47. What did the Spartans do with their unwanted children?  Threw them into a chasm 

48. What story demonstrated the Spartan discipline? 

A boy allowed a fox to bite through his stomach rather than cry out in pain. 

49. Sparta was completely dedicated to the art of what?  War 

50. How were the lives of Spartan women different from the lives of Athenian women? 

Spartan women had freedoms and rights. 

 

 

 


