
Two Men, One Period Products Company

hen I say the words “pad
company” and “menstruation
products,” the image of two men
from Australia don’t necessarily
come to mind. But for the all
organic bamboo pad company,
Bamboo Babe, this is the case.

Founders, George and Karyn Harris, and co-founder,
Anthony Dyer, created this company to make pads more
comfortable for women and sustainable for the planet. 
 
George describes himself as an entrepreneur who loves
adventure, the ocean and working with his hands.  With
an apprenticeship as an electronics technician under his
belt, this gave him a strong technical background but said
he felt a  strong desire to create. “I’ve started quite a few
diverse businesses over the years and learnt so much
from all the amazing experiences, people, and layers of
life I’ve encountered along the way. Life to me is a rich
tapestry of relationships with other humans who shape,
inspire, encourage, mentor, empower and love us.” While
working on a medical cooling device for postpartum
recovery in China, George heard of using bamboo in
women’s period products and was shown an early
prototype which sparked the idea for Bamboo Babe.
 
Coming home from China in 2017, he was excited to tell
his wife and daughter about his new business venture.
“They both gave me ‘the look’," he said, "I’ve had that
‘look’ many times. It’s kind of a ‘WTF’ combined with
‘here he goes again’ thing. However, they have come to 
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know that every now and then, I come up with a good idea,
and they fortunately entertained my enthusiasm for period
pads! I still can’t believe I ended up in feminine hygiene - go
figure!”
 
Karyn said she was thrilled when George started talking
about creating Bamboo Babe. “George and I have worked
together in several businesses over many years and we
work well together as a team, complementing each other’s
skills and abilities. They say don’t mix work and love, but we
love what we do and we love our work, too, so I tend to
disagree!” She added, “My own personal experience with
period products has not been largely positive in the past,
and many pads I had previously tried just didn’t ‘cut’ it when
it came to heavy periods due to fibroids. It’s so exciting to
have worked with George to create something that really
works!”
 
While George had thought of the conceptual idea, he
needed the science to back it which he didn’t have. With
Anthony being the CEO of Wound Innovations, a scientist
and his close friend, George asked him to come on board to
help with the development of the products. “We believe all
businesses need a variety of elements to succeed, and
while I have good ideas and great passion, Anthony’s
expertise and professional experience have been an
enormous part of the success of our brand, and the future
product development, too.”
 
Having grown up in beautiful Tasmania, both George and
Karyn are very passionate about the environment and 
 
 



creating something that was eco-friendly came
second nature to them. Bamboo Babe pads are
made from 100% organic bamboo fibres, which are
pesticide and perfume free, and are naturally
hypoallergenic, antibacterial and biodegradable.
They have  even developed packaging from certified
compostable biofilm to make every part of the
Bamboo Babe experience sustainable.
 
There is a strong taboo in our culture about
menstruation and the products that go with it, but
Bamboo Babe works to break down that stigma and
normalise period talk. Karyn said, “periods are a
normal part of life and women should not be
stigmatised, marginalised or disadvantaged for
being a girl or women that has periods. Having
access to period products is a basic human right, not
a privilege, and for too long governments have been
pocketing too much, taxing women each and every
time they purchase feminine hygiene products.”
George believes that it is the women in his life were
an invaluable part of the development of Bamboo
Babe and without them it wouldn’t be the business it
is today. “Being surrounded by so many wonderful
women my whole life, I’m very comfortable with
period talk and believe it should be something that
all men, and indeed all people, should be talking
about more openly. We are all humans at the end of
the day.”
 
 

Bamboo Babe is continuing to grow in Australian and
overseas stockists. Something that was very important to
George, Karyn and Anthony was being able to use their
company to give back to the community. They support
Share the Dignity, an amazing charity that works to end
period poverty, and 5% of online purchases go to the
Childhood Cancer Association.

"periods  are  a  normal  part  of
life  and  women  should  not  be
stigmatised,  marginalised  or

disadvantaged  for  being  a  girl
or  women  that  has  periods."

Head to bamboobabe.com.au for more information 

Words By Kate McGrath Burgess

   @bamboobabe_aus

https://bamboobabe.com.au/
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