
Silhouette



Name a single hero (or villain)
you couldn’t recognize, standing 
backlit behind a pane of frosted 
glass.

Humphrey Bogart as Philip Mar-
lowe. Darth Vader. Superman. 

Reduced to his basic shape; to a 
shadow; to an outline--a man be-
comes iconic. Whether he inspires 
faith, or fear, or laughter you know 
him instantly. 

Great men have known the value of a 
powerful silhouette from time im-
memorial. To be seen from afar, and 
be immediately recognizable. 
There’s a reason a king’s crown rests 
on his head and not on his feet. Why 
knights wore plumes. Why damn 
near everyone wore shoulder pads in 
the ‘80s.

Now tell me. What does your silhou-
ette say about you? Does it say you 
couldn’t be bothered putting on 
trousers with a zip?

Silhouette matters.



Adding layers and a variety of fabrics 
and cuts can confound an otherwise 
simple form, adding an air other-
worldly mystique. 
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Stiff fabrics and simple cuts will be 
slimming, and evoke a solemn tone. 
Straightforward and businesslike, but 
without the staid predictability of a 
suit and tie.
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Consider movement and flow. Long, 
draping, lightweight garments will 
catch the wind, and add drama when 
you move. Think voluminous coats... 
or capes.

Silhouette 3



You can hide all manner of bulges 
under a nice, stiff fabric. There’s no 
shame in having a belly. Not every-
one is built like a twig. But there’s no 
point in underscoring it, either. Opt 
for shirts that hang past the waist, 
and it’s probably best if you don’t 
tuck them in.
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A uniform is nothing more or less 
than a symbol. When you don 
one--whatever it is--you become what 
it represents. Every period has it’s 
own distinctive silhouettes. Recreate 
them accurately enough, and you’ll 
travel backward--or forward--in time.
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Note how this man defines his shape. 
The long block of his upper body, 
resting on his thin legs like a house 
on stilts, while the hat adds visual 
weight at the upper end. It is unique, 
and therefore striking.
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Hair plays as much a role as clothing. 
The rolled up shirtsleeves, that 
untidy mop, all serve to communicate 
that this lad is burning the candle at 
both ends, and hasn’t time to worry 
about trivialities of appearance. He 
still managed to do up his bowtie, 
though.
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