
Easy
Faux

Cactus
Plants

SUPPLIES:
● 3 green socks
● Embroidery floss
● Needle
● Sewing machine (optional)

● scissors
● Poly-fil

● Felt
● Hot Glue Gun and glue
● ¼” dowels (2)
● Toothpicks (optional)

● Display: I used a clear 
bowl, ½” styrofoam & 
white rocks
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Small
Round
Cactus

STEPS:
1. Cut sock off as shown in Pic 1.
2. Stuff toe portion to desired fullness.
3. Cut off excess (I didn’t want mine as big as it 

could have been with the original portion that 
I cut, so I just cut off more from the upper 
portion)

4. Do a gathering stitch all around the opening 
(see Pic 2).

5. Pull the gather stitch tight to close the 
opening.  

6. Insert a portion of a dowel so that it is long 
enough to go most of the way inside and ½” 
sticking out. 

7. Sew the opening shut with the dowel in 
place. 

8. OPTIONAL: Insert toothpicks into the stuffed 
sock to create a prickly cactus look.

9. TO CREATE THE FLOWER:
a. Cut 7-9 small felt circles for the petals 

(see Pic 3).
b. Cut 1 small felt circle as the center.
c. Roll the center and glue together (see 

Pic 4)
d. Glue petals around center, layering as 

shown in Pic 5 and in top completed 
picture. 

e. Allow everything to cool completely.
10. Glue the flower onto the top of the cactus.
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STEPS:
1. Cut sock above heel as shown in Pic 1.
2. Do a gathering stitch all around the top of the sock (see 

Pic 2).
3. Pull the gather stitch tight to close the opening and sew 

it shut.
4. Stuff the sock to create a tall look as shown in 

completed picture at top. 
5. Do another gathering stitch all around the bottom 

opening of the sock (see Pic 2).
6. Pull the gather stitch tight to close the opening.
7. Insert a portion of a dowel throught the opening so that 

it is long enough to go most of the way through the 
cactus and ½” sticking out. 

8. Sew the opening shut with the dowel in place.
9. Using a contrasting color of embroidery floss, secure 

the thread at the bottom of the cactus.  Then bring the 
string vertically up the cactus and cross over the top, 
inserting the needle across the very top middle and out 
again.  Then bring the string back down to the bottom, 
securing it again.  Repeat that process until you have 8 
vertical strings on the cactus. NOTE: Be sure not to pull 
the string so tight that it squishes the cactus shorter.  
You want it to be as tall as possible.  See completed 
cactus as top for desired look.

10. TO CREATE THE FLOWER:
a. Cut a piece of felt for the center about 8” long, 

more narrow on one side and wider on the other 
(see Pic 3).

b. Cut fringes into the entire center felt piece (see 
Pic 4)

c. Roll the center piece, beginning with the wider 
portion at the center and working to the most 
narrow, gluing every couple inches with a little 
dab of glue.

d. Cut 7 petal pieces from felt (see Pic 5).
e. Glue petal pieces around center piece, 

overlapping the layers (see completed flower in 
top picture and Pic 6)

11. Glue the flower onto the top of the cactus.

Tall
Cone
Cactus

Opening of Sock

Pic 2

Pic 1

Pic 3

Pic 4 Pic 5

Get socks for your projects 
at www.funsockcity.com

© 2020 Fun Sock City, Inc.

Approximate 
Petal Size



1. Turn the sock wrong side out.
2. Mark and sew similar shapes onto your sock as shown in 

Pic 1.  NOTE:  you may need to adjust the placement of 
the shapes depending on writing/pictures on your sock. I 
wanted to avoid the writing on my sock, so I placed them 
accordingly.

3. Once sewn, cut out each shape and discard the remains.
4. Turn each piece right side out.
5. Lightly stuff each piece.
6. Close each piece by doing a gathering stitch all around the 

opening (see Pic 2).
7. Pull the gather stitch tight to close the openings and sew 

shut (but leave space for inserting a dowel later).
8. Mark vertical lines on each piece (see Pic 3 and note that 

the pieces are not attached to one another yet).
9. Sew on each line, bringing the front and back together.

10. Lay out your pieces as desired.
11. Insert a dowel into each piece that will be supporting 

another piece (see Pic 4).  The dowel in the base piece 
needs to stick out about ½”.

12. Sew the pieces together according to layout in step 10.
13. TO CREATE THE FLOWER(S):

a. Cut 5-7 circles of felt to create the petals.  For 
larger flowers, create larger petals.  My biggest 
flowers had petals with a diameter of ¾”.

b. Cut one snip to the center of each petal (see Pic 5).
c. Bring one side of the snip and overlap onto the 

other side, creating a small cone.  Glue into place 
(see Pic 6).

d. Layer each petal onto the other, creating a circle 
(see Pic 7).

e. Cut a small piece of coordinating felt and glue into 
the center (see Pic 7).

14. Glue the flower(s) onto the top of the cactus.
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Pic 2

Get socks for your projects 
at www.funsockcity.com

© 2020 Fun Sock City, Inc.

Prickly
pear
Cactus

STEPS:
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DISPLAY
ASSEMBLY

1. If using a clear bowl, see if your foam fits all the way at the bottom.  If not, 
layer the bottom with rocks to the point where the foam fits in (see Pic 1).  

2. Insert dowels of each cactus into the foam, then glue into place (see Pic 2).
3. Place foam into bowl (optional, glue into place).
4. Pour rocks around the foam to cover (see Pic 3).
5. Enjoy!

STEPS:

ROCKS
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