
Atmospheric Perspective

The colors of objects change in predictable ways as their viewing distance increases. 

• Dark areas are affected first generally becoming lighter and bluer. Even a dark area appearing 
black just 100 feet from you will appear infused with a blue or violet.

• The illuminated sides of objects lose their saturation as they go back in space, becoming grayer.

• Warm colors, such as yellow, orange and green, especially become grayer and cooler.

• As objects go back in space the contrast between light and dark diminishes until eventually the 
light and dark become one as a light blue in the distance.

• Things also become less distinct in the distance, blurry and without detail.

• The effect on white is different than darks. In the distance white becomes warmer in color and 
darker in value. Clouds on the distant horizon will appear warmer and darker than those above 
us. The sun at the time it sets will become a more intense color.

• Bright white objects will remain visible in distance longer than other objects.

• The effects of atmospheric perspective are enhanced by the presence of dust, mist, moisture or 
haze. 

In conclusion, on a typical midday as objects go into the distant space, the objects become cooler, 
lighter and grayer. It's the grayer part that many students don't realize.

Exercise

Mix Colors as if the color is going off into the distance. Make the color progressively lighter, cooler 
and grayer.



Reverse Atmospheric Perspective

In certain lighting conditions the general rule of warm to cool is reversed and the scene actually 
become warmer in the distance. 

With moisture or dust in the air at sunset or sunrise the reverse happens with the scene becoming 
warmer closer to the light. The warm light in the distance envelopes objects.
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