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Electricity is Life
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Shocking 
Coin-Op Restoration! 

Coney Island 
Is this the end of an era?
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there are custom covers for the following 
pins: The Addams Family, Comet, F-14 
Tomcat, High Speed, Indiana Jones, Taxi, 
Terminator 2, Terminator 3, and White 
Water. More custom covers are coming soon.

These covers are ideal for long-term stor-
age, although I do wish that Max had pos-
sibly included something like “under carriage 
straps” so that the covers could remain on 
when a pin is folded up for storage—I’m sure 
there are a lot of collectors who would love 
to have this sort of protection for their pins 
that are folded up in the back of the shop, 
patiently awaiting restoration. Still, this is a 
minor nit in an otherwise stellar product.

If you want to protect your pinball’s ap-
pearance, this is the premium way to do it. 
— Kevin Steele

Black Pearl Pinballs 
Pinball Treasure
by Matchstick Creations 
Price: Black $7, Swirl $9 
www.matchstickcreations.com

Black as a Pirate’s Soul...

These pinballs are very, very cool. Let me 
just start off with that statement, so that 

there’s no doubt what I think.
Matchstick Creations, a small company 

that normally creates unique  props, makeup, 
and even body jewelry, has come up with a 
very nice addition to your pinball machine: a 
black pinball.

This is not a painted pinball, by the way—
it’s chemically treated, and has a luster and 
shine that you would expect from a highly-
polished pinball. Except it’s black. Very, very 
black. Because it’s a chemical process, it won’t 
flake off.

This is an ideal pinball for games such as 
Pirates of the Caribbean (heck, it’s a Black 
Pearl, right?) Spider-Man (Black Spider-
Man...got it?), and more. What’s even better 
is that they also have a “swirl” pattern ver-
sion, and a soon-to-be-released “web” pattern 
pinball as well.

The swirl pattern is great for a number of 
pinball machines, everything from Twilight 
Zone to Cirqus Voltaire. And the pattern 
has a unique benefit beyond just plain deco-
ration: you can actually see the ball spinning 
as it rolls across the playfield. This can be 
invaluable when you’re trying to determine 
how much “english” is on a ball heading for 
the outlanes, for example.

Aside from their unique color, these pin-
balls play like regular pinballs. They’re made 

from carbon steel, so they’re perfectly usable 
in any pinball machine which uses magnets 
(see the Ringmaster above, about to throw a 
spiral pinball at some poor player!)

While these pinballs are not cheap at $6 
each ($9 for the swirl pattern), it’s cer-
tainly not a budget-breaker and does add a 
truly one-of-a-kind pizazz to your pinball 
machine. I can imagine a Twilight Zone 
with all black pinballs (except for the white 

Powerball), or a set of swirl pattern pinballs 
for my Cirqus Voltaire. There are a number 
of machines where these balls would make a 
great finishing touch.

Matchstick Creations also sells a few other 
unique pinball add-ons, such as a sandy shore 
plastic with rum kegs for your Pirates of 
the Caribbean pinball. If you’re looking for 
something different for your pinball, check 
out Matchstick Creations. — Kevin Steele




