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CORONAVIRUS (nCoV) 
 
Background 
In mid September 2012, media reports suggested that a Middle East patient has been repatriated to 
London as there was a fear that he had contracted Coronavirus – a virus that comes from the same 
family as SARS. 

According to the World Health Organisation, the 49 year old patient was identified as a Qatari man who 
had reported to his doctor on September 3rd with symptoms of acute respiratory infection. The patient 
was airlifted to London where subsequent tests indicated that the cause was a new Coronavirus. 

Given that Zoono Alcohol Free variants of antibacterial products enjoy a successful track record against a 
variety of pathogens including gram positive and gram negative bacteria, yeast, fungi and viruses, the 
question has been asked whether Zoono would be an effective precaution against Coronavirus. 

 
What is Coronavirus? 
Coronaviruses are species in the genera of virus belonging to the subfamily Coronavirinae in the family 
Coronaviridae. Coronaviruses are enveloped viruses with a positive-sense RNA genome and with a 
nucleocapsid of helical symmetry. Coronavirus is from a large family of viruses which includes the 
common cold and SARS. 

According to the United States Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, Coronaviruses are common 
viruses that most people get some time in their life. Human coronaviruses usually cause mild to 
moderate upper-respiratory tract illnesses. 

Coronaviruses are named for the crown-like spikes on their surface. There are three main sub-groupings 
of coronaviruses, known as alpha, beta and gamma, and a fourth provisionally-assigned new group 
called delta coronaviruses. 

Human coronaviruses were first identified in the mid 1960s. The five coronaviruses that can infect people 
are: alpha coronaviruses 229E and NL63 and beta coronaviruses OC43, HKU1, and SARS-CoV, the 
coronavirus that causes severe acute respiratory syndrome. 

In 2003, following the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) which had begun the 
prior year in Asia and secondary cases elsewhere in the world, the World Health Organisation issued a 
press release stating that a novel coronavirus identified by a number of laboratories was the causative 
agent for SARS. The virus was officially named the SARS coronavirus (SARS-CoV). 

The SARS epidemic resulted in over 8000 infections - about 10% of which resulted in death. 

Coronavirus primarily infects the upper respiratory and gastrointestinal tract of mammals and birds. Four 
to five different currently known strains of coronavirus infect humans. The most publicised human 
coronavirus (SARS CoV which causes SARS), has a unique pathogenesis because it causes both upper 
and lower respiratory tract infections and can also cause gastroenteritis. Coronavirus is believed to cause 
a significant percentage of all common colds in human adults. Coronavirus causes colds in humans 
primarily in the winter and early spring seasons. The significance and economic impact of coronavirus as 
causative agents of the common cold is hard to assess because, unlike rhinoviruses (another common 
cold virus), human coronavirus is difficult to grow in the laboratory. 

The ways that human coronaviruses spread have not been studied very much, except for SARS. 

However, it is likely that human coronaviruses spread from an infected person to others through: 
• the air by coughing and sneezing, and 
• close personal contact, such as touching or shaking hands. 

These viruses may also spread by touching contaminated objects or surfaces then touching your mouth, 
nose, or eyes. 
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Risk Avoidance: 
According to the CDC, there are currently no vaccines available to protect against human coronavirus 
infection. However, they advise the risk can be greatly reduced by observing diligent hand hygiene: 

• Use hand sanitisers, 
• Do not touch your eyes, nose, or mouth, and 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

What is Zoono? 
Zoono is a water-based antibacterial product that is applied as a mist and allowed to dry to form a 
covalent bond with both hard and soft surfaces. Once dry, the surface resembles a bed of microscopic 
‘pins’ that attract, pierce and kill pathogens via ‘lysis’ – a principle similar to that of a pin popping a 
balloon. And, just as the balloon cannot be reformed once destroyed, the same applies with the 
pathogen – this means that the pathogen cannot develop any immunity to the Zoono active (the ‘pin’) 
and this also means that there is NO mutation and NO superbugs! 

Zoono has been tested in laboratories around the world and enjoys numerous approvals – including New 
Zealand Food Safety Authority (C-22), AsureQuality (use in Dairy environments), AQIS (Australia), 
Environmental Risk Management Authority (NZ) and is even approved for use in Organic environments. 

The Zoono active is present in all Zoono products including Zoono Z-71 surface sanitiser, Zoono’s 
GermFree24 Hand Sanitiser, ZoonoTex concentrate, Zoono SkinClear Acne Treatment etc. 

 
What is GermFree24? 
Zoono’s Hand Sanitiser GermFree24, represents the ultimate in hand sanitisation and protection. 

Unlike traditional hand sanitisers that kill pathogens by dehydration (up to 70% alcohol content) or by 
poisons, GermFree24 utilises the proven Zoono technology to bond to the skin and to protect the hands 
for a full 24 hours – with just one application. GermFree24 has been extensively tested in accredited 
laboratories around the world and has also been successfully tested for dermatological efficacy. Indeed, 
these dermatology tests (completed by Dermatest GmbH) confirmed a zero skin reaction to GermFree24 
across over 30 skin types. 

A new formulation of GermFree24 specifically for the Middle East was launched in 2012 – a Zero Alcohol 
variant. This product represents the very latest, 8th generation of this technology. 

Coronavirus nCoV: 
This is a novel strain of coronavirus that was first detected in the Middle East early in 2013. 

The World Health Organisation advises: 

Despite nCV being similar to SARS (both come from the coronavirus ‘family’ of viruses) there are 
important differences between the two. 

The bad news is that nCV appears to be much more deadly than SARS. Of the 34 people who have 
contracted it, 18 have died. Resulting in a death rate (or in medical terms, a case fatality rate) of around 
52%. 

The good news is that nCV seems to be far less contagious than SARS. 

From the available evidence, it seems that nCV can only spread from person to person if prolonged close 
physical contact takes place. In other words, you may catch it if you share a home with an infected 
person, but not if you share a bus or an aeroplane. While remaining vigilant to any potential threat, the 
WHO does not consider nCV to pose the same kind of potential threat as SARS or H1N1 swine flu. 

 
Zoono has been successfully tested against a number of viruses including Swine Flu H1N1, Norovirus, 
Reovirus, Adenovirus, Influenza A virus, Influenza B virus etc, but has not been tested against this 
specific strain of nCoV. However, we note that an earlier development of the Zoono active ingredient has 
been successfully tested against Human Coronavirus VR-740 Strain 229E. 

However, there can be no doubt that treating surfaces in high risk areas with Zoono Z-71 surface 
sanitiser and using GermFree24 hand sanitiser for personal protection, will minimise the risk of cross 
contamination by means of contact. 


