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GUIDE 
How to Dump Your Black and 

Gray Water Tanks 
Even if you're new to RVing, you've probably heard about the need to dump your RV holding tanks. It’s the job no one 
wants to do, but still needs to get done. Thankfully, with all the cool tools out there, it doesn’t have to be a dirty job 
that you’d rather avoid. In this guide, we’ll explore how to dump both your black and gray water tanks and provide 
resources on where you should dump and how to care for your dumping tools. 

Tools for Dumping RV Holding Tanks 

There are several tools and attachments you’ll need in 
order to perform a basic dump of your tanks plus a few 
others (not listed here) for cleanliness: 

• Sewer hose 
• Sewer hose extension (if needed) 
• Clear elbow fitting 
• Sewer hose seal (if needed) 

Find out about all the nice-to-have tools and supplies in 
our guide on Proper Care of RV Dumping Tools. 

 

Dumping RV Holding Tanks 

The black water tank is the gross tank that everyone 
dreads dumping because it contains all the pee and poop 
accumulated over the course of your trip, and for that 
reason, we always recommend dumping this one first. To 
avoid having to open and close tank valves multiple 
times, it’s best to flush/rinse the black tank right after it’s 
done draining, which will rinse the discharge hose of 
black water residue and debris that got stuck. The gray 
tank requires the least amount of effort to dump, which 
makes it a great finisher to this uncomfortable process. 

Before starting this process, we recommend putting on a 
pair of rubber gloves to avoid exposure to contaminants 
while dumping. We also suggest designating a specific 
garden hose that is only used for rinsing wastewater 
tanks and cleaning dumping tools; we recommend never 
using the same garden hose for filling the freshwater 
tank or connecting to a fresh water hook-up bib. 

See Page 2 for specific steps on dumping your tanks. 
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Basic Dumping Order 

You can dump your holding tanks in any order you 
want, but we recommend a certain lineup of tasks to 
attain the most thorough and efficient dumping 
process possible. 

• Dump the black tank first. 
• Rinse the black tank. 
• Dump the gray tank. 
• Rinse the discharge hose with freshwater. 

Where to Dump 

Knowing where to dump is important because 
open dumping (when you allow the wastewater 
from either of your wastewater tanks to run out 
onto the ground) is prohibited on national park 
land and national forest property. Fortunately, 
there are lots of options when it comes to 
dumping: 

• Travel centers and truck stops 
• RV parks and campgrounds 
• National parks 
• Your home sewer cleanout 

Anywhere other than you home sewer cleanout 
will probably come with a nominal charge of 
between $10-$25 and potentially a line of other 
RVers waiting to unload waste, but the good news 
is that finding dumping locations is as easy as 
Google searching “RV Dump Stations near me.” 

https://uniquecampingmarine.com/blogs/news/proper-care-of-rv-dumping-tools
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GUIDE 
Procedure 

1. Be sure both tank valves are closed; if your gray water valve is left 
open when you start dumping your black tank, black tank water can 
back up into the gray tank. 

2. Hook up one end of your sewer discharge hose to the discharge pipe 
on your RV. 

3. Securely connect the other end of the hose to the sewer cleanout.  

4. Open the black water valve on your RV and allow the tank to empty 
completely. 

5. Prepare to use the rinsing tool of your choice to rinse the black tank 
with freshwater. 

6. After hooking up the designated garden hose to the rinsing tool, turn 
on the fresh water and rinse the tank for 5-10 minutes. 

7. Turn off the rinser, and allow all the leftover rinse water to drain 
completely from the tank.  

8. Close the black water valve, and open the gray water valve to start 
dumping the gray tank (hook-up campers who have an already 
empty tank from being on hook-ups can skip this step). 

9. Once the gray tank is empty, close the gray water valve. 
• For hook-up campers who leave their discharge hose hooked up 

at all times, you’re done! 
• For hook-up campers who do not leave their discharge hose 

hooked up all the time, disconnect your discharge hose and 
store it, or proceed to the optional Steps 10-12. 

• For dry campers/boondockers who have to keep both valves 
closed, we highly recommend following Steps 10-12 to make 
sure your dumping tools are properly cleaned after use. 
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Note: If your RV has separate 
discharge lines for black and gray 

water, hook the discharge hose up 
to the black water discharge line. 

Note: You can use your built-in 
tank rinser (if your RV has one), a 
rinser wand, or a backflusher to 

complete the rinsing process. 

Note: In addition to short rinses 
after each dump, we recommend 

rinsing for 20-30 minutes every 3-5 
dumps. 

Note: If your RV has separate 
discharge lines for black and gray 
water, make sure your discharge 

hose is connected to the gray 
water discharge line. Even gray 
water needs to be dumped in a 

legal manner, not on the ground. 

Optional Steps 
We value cleanliness like many of you, so for the clean freaks out there, 
Steps 10-12 are recommended. 

10. Disconnect the sewer discharge hose from the RV; don’t disconnect 
the discharge hose from the sewer cleanout yet. 

11. Rinse the discharge hose with more fresh water to ensure any waste 
residual is flushed before storing it (rinse with the garden hose itself 
or a hose rinser tool). 

12. Disconnect the sewer discharge hose from the cleanout and 
properly store it. 

Note: For more details on storing 
dumping tools and properly caring 

for them, refer to our guide on 
Proper Care of RV Dumping Tools. 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=rv+rinser+wand&ref=nb_sb_noss_1&_encoding=UTF8&tag=unique0b1-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=80090a6fcc753dd9b7221282ba8831da&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00T36KRS2?tag=getawayblog-20&linkCode=ogi&th=1&psc=1&_encoding=UTF8&tag=rightlaneco-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=ab2623710afa648266b73b90e2dfb679&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Camco-Cleaning-Shut-Off-Connection-39533/dp/B000RFSARI?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=rightlaneco-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=cf7afb259d2ec9813ab29b828f0dcee3&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://uniquecampingmarine.com/blogs/news/proper-care-of-rv-dumping-tools

