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GUIDE 
What Kind of RV Clog Do I Have? 

Using an actual toilet while camping is probably a big reason why you bought an RV in the first place, so dealing with a 
clog is never a fun experience. Before you can begin fixing a toilet clog in your RV, you need to be sure about which 
type of clog you are dealing with. In this guide we’ll briefly explain the different types of clogs you and how to know 
exactly which one you’re dealing with. To fix these clogs, refer to our guide on Clearing RV Toilet Clogs. 

 

                  
               

                  
                  

                  
   

Pyramid Plug 

Definition – poop and toilet paper that accumulates into 
a pyramid shape right under your toilet line and has 
finally reached the top where it is now preventing 
anything from being added to the tank. 

Test 

Add water to the black tank by flushing; if water quickly 
collects in the toilet bowl, you may have a pyramid plug: 

• If you have left your black tank valve open for any 
period of time, you likely have a pyramid plug. 

• If you never leave your black tank valve open, you 
likely have a blockage in the line between your 
toilet and holding tank. 
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Compacted Tank 

Definition – solid waste has accumulated in the bottom 
of your black water tank, preventing waste from exiting 
the tank when the valve is opened. 

Test 

Add water to the black tank by flushing; if water easily 
flows down the toilet, you may have a compacted tank: 

• If nothing comes out of the tank when you open 
the black valve, you have a compacted tank. 

• If the water flows out of the tank when you open 
the black valve, you probably just have misreading 
sensors. Refer to our guide on How to Clean and 
Restore RV Holding Tank Sensors. 

Blocked Toilet Line 

Definition – blockage of toilet paper and solid waste 
trapped in the actual pipe that leads from the toilet bowl 
to the black tank.  

Test 

Add water to the black tank by flushing; if water quickly 
collects in the toilet bowl, you may have a pyramid plug: 

• If you never leave your black tank valve open, you 
likely have a blockage in the line between your 
toilet and holding tank. 

• If you have left your black tank valve open for any 
period of time, you likely have a pyramid plug. 

Misreading Sensors 

Definition – sensors caked with waste and toilet paper 
debris report a certain tank level when it’s really not.  

Test 

Add water to the black tank by flushing; if water easily 
flows down the toilet and you just emptied the tank, you 
may just have misreading sensors: 

• If the water flows out of the tank when you open 
the black valve, you probably just have misreading 
sensors. Refer to our guide on How to Clean and 
Restore RV Holding Tank Sensors. 

• If nothing comes out when you open the black 
valve, you have a compacted tank. 
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