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TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Due to the nature of high performance and racing applications, Wossner components are sold without express warranty or any 
implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a specific purpose. Wossner shall not, under any circumstances, be liable for any specific, incidental or 
consequential damages, including, but not limited to, damage, or loss of property or equipment, loss of profits or revenue(s), cost of purchased or 
replacement goods, or claims of customers of the purpose, which may arise and/or shall result from sale, installation or use of these parts. Installation of 
these parts may void vehicle manufacturers warranty coverage and/or may cause the vehicle to be illegal in some countries. Please check with local laws 
on the road use of your vehicle. Wossner reserves the right to make product improvements and changes without incurring liability with respect to similar 
products previously manufactured. By using these parts you are accepting these terms and conditions. 

 

Your Wossner piston was designed for high performance and reliability, using premium materials and 

manufacturing methods. It is the nature of a performance component to be under stress, and at times the 

stresses on the engine components can be severe enough to lead to failure. This document is meant to educate 

specifically about the importance of piston to cylinder head clearance. 

When installing a piston in any engine, it is best practice to inspect and measure the distance between the 

piston and cylinder head. This can be done using a used head gasket installed, and either soft putty / clay or soft 

solder (the type used for soldering electric wires), and then rolling over the engine. The material can then be 

measured for proper clearance. 

 
IN THIS EXAMPLE THE PISTON TO HEAD CLEARANCE WAS 

LESS THAN 1.5MM, RESULTING IN CONTACT THAT WOULD 

EVENTUALLY LEAD TO CATASTROPIC ENGINE FAILURE 

THE HEAD CONTACT RESULTED IN 

THE PISTON CRACKING, WHICH 

WILL LEAD TO CATASTROPHIC 

ENGINE FAILURE 

HEAD CONTACT CAN BE OBSERVED AS 

AN IMPRINT FROM THE CYLINDER HEAD 

OR VALVES, ON THE PISTON CROWN 

CRACKS FORMING HERE 

CAUTION: Always inspect the distance between the piston and cylinder head for proper 

clearance. Any contact between the piston, cylinder head, or valves, can result in 

catastrophic engine failure!  


