
 

 

 

Who is it for? 

 

Primarily this resource is designed for families with children to participate in a mix of 

activities and worship. However, the idea has lots of possibilities and there are some further 

suggestions as to how the resource can be used and adapted. 

 

The resource in a nutshell… 

 

It is designed as an immersive and busy market scene where in a couple of hours, people are 

free to wander and experience the hustle and bustle of stall-holders offering their wares – 

activities and crafts for everyone, large or small. Everyone is encouraged to become part of 

the scene by visiting the Tunic Stall and picking an outfit and an identity. They are then 

encouraged to borrow some ‘play’ money from a money lender and pay to join in the 

activities and crafts of their choice (with some haggling of course!). There is a transition 

where the focus on activities is ‘wound up’ and everyone gathers in the centre of the room 

around a stable scene and the Christmas story is narrated. 
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How it works 

 

The market stalls (which are effectively activities and craft tables) are erected around the 

edge of the hall/area and whilst the activities are going on, the central space is being built 

into a nativity scene for the nativity story. 

 

The event is divided into 3 parts that merge together. 

 

1. Activities 

2. Narrating of the story by Matthew and Luke who direct the nativity characters to join the 

scene when appropriate 

3. Participation in praise, prayer and a very short reflection.  
 

 



 

 

The layout could look something like this… 

 

 

The Census Point 

 

 

A Roman soldier guards the market entrance and keeps order! He requires all who enter to sign 

their name with the explanation that Caesar requires everyone to be counted. 

 

 

BETHLEHEM MARKET 

JEWELLERY 

Nativity scene and 

area for worship 

Activities at the Bethlehem Market 



 

 

Money lenders booth 

 

This is a simple introductory activity to reinforce the idea that this is a market and that it would 

have been normal to haggle over the price of everything.  

 

Choose the currency! Ideas might include printing out some old coins, collecting a heap of bronze, 

using Monopoly money, chocolate coins. Just remember the age of your participants in terms of 

their ability to chew and swallow! This may be expanded into a craft event, where children make 

their own coins. 

 

The currency can be distributed freely or participants can earn money. Some ideas are: 

 

1. Trading in items that they have brought with them (only for the period of the event!) 

2. Choosing a challenge (eg singing a silly song)  

3. Signing a form. This could be incorporated into the Biblical account of the Roman census 

 

Choose a volunteer for this who suggests ‘mean and greedy’ but can measure each individual and 

their confidence to ‘trade’. 

 

Get kitted out at Carmel’s Clothing: 

 

All guests that enter the ‘market’ are encouraged  

to look the part by being given a name and an identity.  

They may be rich or poor, young or elderly, a wise man,  

shepherds, a carpenter, a young mum, perhaps an  

inn-keeper, beggar, farmer, scribe, priest, soldier.  

Choose key volunteers who will later be directed  

into the nativity tableau – Mary and baby, Joseph,  

shepherds and wise men. Ideas: give everyone a  

Biblical name and an occupation. Give them some  

information about themselves. There is one  

character that needs to be designated as an  

angel – dress someone in bright clothing. 

 

The leaders for this activity need to have some conversational patter. ‘That looks fabulous dear. It’s 

lovely material. Specially woven for our more discerning customers’. ‘Suits your figure perfectly’. 

‘That is so smart.’ ‘You could go to a wedding in that.’ 

 

Depending on the number of people attending it may be preferable to ask people to bring a tunic or 

complete outfit but have some simple tunics to choose from, plenty of flip-flops, 

shepherd’s crooks, grass baskets, money bags, colourful scarves and headcoverings, 

beards, silver bracelets, a Roman helmet or two… use your imagination!  

 

Visit the bread shop:                                                                                                         
 

This needs to be adapted to individual situations. The first priority is safety. You may need to 

keep it simple. Three ideas are: 

 

1. If there are little or no facilities, bring different types of bread and fillings and get the children 

to participate in preparation. This could be combined with making Mediterranean/Middle 

Eastern delicacies. 

 



 

 

2. if there is an oven available, matzos are a possibility  

 

3. if there is space for a fire-pit, the children could make dough sticks and cook them over the fire, 

or the fire pit can be replaced by a BBQ. Recipe here: 

http://www.kidspot.com.au/kitchen/recipes/damper-on-a-stick-1825 

 

 

Visit the Jewellery workshop:  
 

Making bracelets out of chocolate coins and threaded gummy bears, or star-shaped jewellery will 

keep children occupied and creative. Possibly make/decorate a box/chest which might carry the 

wise men’s gold. Make sure of the ingredients and possible allergies and if necessary keep items 

separate. 

 

 

Livestock fun and games 

 

This is a great opportunity to bring a live donkey, a young lamb, some hens, even a goat to your 

market. This will always provide an extra dimension to the event!  

 

Some big soft toys  in an enclosure with some straw are a much less 

complicated alternative. 

 

Plus some activity ideas: 

 

Milk a goat: A rubber glove suspended under a cut out goat!  

Penny in a haystack Find a huge tub or box, fill with wood shavings 

and give a child sixty seconds to jump in and see if they can find the 

penny! Prizes should be on offer. 

Round up the sheep: For some extra chaos release some white balloons with sheep faces drawn on 

them for children to catch. Of course there will always be participants determined to make it as 

difficult as possible! 

Make a herd of sheep: https://www.allkidsnetwork.com/crafts/animals/farm/sheep-craft.asp 

 

 

Join the Carpenters 

 

The carpenters invite volunteers to help build ‘a stable’, simple seating and a crib for a baby in the 

centre of the space. This will need to be carefully thought out – some things done in advance. 

 

Some simple ideas for building a shelter might include putting up a gazebo or running 2 ropes just 

above head height across the room and tying a sheet across the middle. 

 

Scatter straw or litter in the shelter and add some camping stools or bales of straw. Children love 

the challenge of hammering in nails and with careful supervision, make simple benches using logs 

and cross planks nailed into the logs.  A simple manger-crib can be constructed in a similar manner 

with children choosing the materials. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kidspot.com.au/kitchen/recipes/damper-on-a-stick-1825


 

 

Clay workshop 

 

Using No flour play dough (recipe below) make a large quantity of different colours in advance and 

store in an air-tight container. Let everyone enjoy creating anything they want or maybe a simple 

nativity scene or a simple coil pot to take home. 

 

Left to dry, the dough hardens and can be painted at home. 

Recipe:  

 

 • 2 Cups Baking Soda  

 • 1 Cup Corn Starch 

 • 1 1/2 Cups Water 

 • Colour (we added a bit of tempura paint until we 

received the colour we desired) 

 • Scents (optional): We added Orange Oil giving the 

dough a nice aroma 

Add colour (and scent) to water.  Combine baking soda and 

cornstarch in a pot, then add water to the powdered 

mixture.  Cook on medium heat until the dough forms a 

ball.  Cool and knead.  

 

 

Sticky treats to make and sell 

 

Recipe: 

12 pitted dates 

2 oz cream cheese 

1/8 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/8 teaspoon almond extract 

2 tablespoons chopped walnuts 

 

Slice dates longwise.  

Mix cheese, cinnamon, almond extract  

and chopped walnuts and fill each date.  

You may like to find a dairy and nut-free filling. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the final touches to the manger scene are finished, Narrators Matthew and Luke are responsible 

for announcing that activities are being brought to a close and everyone is to congregate around the  

empty stable area. 

 

 

 

The nativity scene – reflection and worship 

CONVERSATION 

STARTERS 
 

Activity leaders should prepare a 

few conversation starters. For 

example:  

 

‘Have you seen that bright star 

that has been in the sky for the 

last few days?’  

 

‘Have you come to Bethlehem 

for the census?  

 

‘Did you find a room to stay in?’ 

 

‘What do you do for a job? Let 

me guess…’ 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00CVY459K/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00CVY459K&linkCode=as2&tag=meskid-20&linkId=EMALCC7BEUOSNGSK
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00I8G4AFE/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00I8G4AFE&linkCode=as2&tag=meskid-20&linkId=JFLARIZIJQFEW7YM


 

 

When everyone is in place and listening Matthew explains that the story of Christmas is about the 

birth of Jesus and it is told in The Bible:  

 

 
The birth of Jesus 

 

Who is 

speaking: 

Actions: What is said: Notes 

Narrator motions for 

everyone to stand 

around the stable 

area and says in a 

loud voice… 

This is the story of the birth of Jesus. It happened 

like this. 

Seating to 

encourage others 

into the focal 

point too? 

Narrator takes the hands of 

Mary and Joseph,  

and brings them 

into the stable area 

and says… 

More than 2000 years ago, Mary was engaged to 

Joseph. They both lived in the town of Nazareth. 

At that time the Holy Land was under the control 

of the Romans which made the people very sad. 

The people wanted God to send a King to free 

them. 

The Narrator puts 

their hands 

together and 

encourages an 

‘Aww!’ 

Narrator draws Mary further 

into the stable and 

invites ‘an angel’ 

from the audience to 

lay their hand on 

Mary's shoulder and 

says… 

One day, an angel called Gabriel visited Mary. 

Mary was very scared but the angel told her not 

to be afraid. "You are going to have a baby," the 

angel said. "He is the One that everyone is 

waiting for." This baby would be Jesus. 

Joseph acts as 

though he is 

thinking hard. 

Narrator draws an angel 

from the audience 

to lay a hand on 

Joseph’s shoulder.  

 

The narrator then 

gives Joseph a 

wedding ring to put 

on Mary’s finger 

and says… 

Joseph was worried when he heard that Mary 

was pregnant. He was upset because he didn't 

know if he should marry Mary. 
 

An angel came to Joseph and told him not to be 

afraid to marry Mary, saying: 'She will give birth 

to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus.’ 

 

Narrator invites Mary and 

Joseph to sit behind 

the manger and 

places baby Jesus 

in Mary’s arms and 

she places the baby 

in the manger. 

Pointing to Joseph 

he says… 

He named the baby Jesus. 
 

 



 

 

Narrator walks into the 

audience and 

chooses shepherds 

who are arranged 

with their backs to 

the stable scene, off 

stage. The narrator 

announces… 

It was a quiet night in the hills above Bethlehem. 

There were shepherds looking after their sheep. 

Suddenly an angel appeared. The shepherds were 

terrified. The angel said, "Do not be afraid. I 

bring a happy message." The angel told the 

shepherds that Jesus had been born and that they 

would find Him wrapped in blankets in a manger. 

 

Narrator chooses another 

person from the 

audience to be an 

angel and motions for 

them to stand before 

the audience and 

spread their arms 

wide 

Another angel appeared and then the whole night 

sky lit up with angels singing and praising God 

for the birth of the new born King. 

 

Narrator turns to everyone 

and motions them 

to act together 

And this is where all of you come in. You are 

standing in for the ‘huge angelic choir’ so we need 

you to sing gloriously!’ 

 

Let’s sing the carol… Hark the Herald Angels 

sing. Glory to the new-born King 

We suggest this 

is the place for 

several more 

songs of your 

choice… 

 whispers directions 

for the shepherds to 

run to the stable (in 

a circuitous route) 

and says…   

"We've got to see Him," the shepherds all said. 

Without leaving anyone to guard the sheep, off 

they went down the hillside, towards the lights of 

Bethlehem. The shepherds did not expect to find 

the new King in a stable with sheep and cows! But 

they knew this would be no ordinary baby. He 

was their new king, the One they had been 

waiting for. 

 

Narrator  chooses three kings 

from the audience 

and a child to carry 

a 6ft bamboo pole 

with a large star 

around the room. 

then announces: 

Hundreds of miles away, wise men had seen a 

special star in the sky. "That star means a new 

king," they said excitedly. They saddled their 

camels and set off. The star shone brightly as the 

wise men followed it. 

(The star can 

bob, weave and 

circle to give 

everyone a 

smile).  



 

 

Narrator As the wise men 

are walking around 

following the star, 

the Narrator says… 

The wise men travelled to King Herod's palace 

because they thought that is where the new King 

would be born.  

 

King Herod was surprised to hear who the wise 

men were looking for. "A new King?" he said. 

"I'd love to meet him." Herod was a very bad 

king and wasn't to be trusted. He asked the wise 

men to tell him when they had found Jesus. He 

did not tell them that he wanted to get rid of the 

baby. 

 

 

Narrator says… The star led the wise men away from King Herod 

and on to Bethlehem. In a dream, an angel told 

the wise men not to go back to King Herod. 

Reappearance of 

the star – the 

person holding it 

arrives at the 

stable followed 

by the wise men 

Narrator motions for the 

wise men to come 

into the stable and 

kneel before the 

baby Jesus 

They entered the house and saw the child in the 

arms of Mary, his mother. Overcome, they 

kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened 

their luggage and presented gifts: gold, 

frankincense, myrrh. 

 

The Narrator 

hands the gifts to 

the wise men 

and they hand 

them to Mary 

and Joseph. 

 

 

Reflection  
 

Can you imagine what it must have been like for people who saw baby Jesus? They believed this 

little baby would grow up to be King of the whole world. That takes a lot of believing doesn’t it? 

Would you look at a baby born in a stable and think that? And a baby? When I think of a little baby 

I think of them growing up, playing with friends and going to school. Not a King! 

 

But that is what this baby grew up to be. But not quite as people imagined. Jesus surprised 

everyone. He became a man that changed the world, teaching about forgiveness, love and new life. 

And to show He was God and King of the whole universe and He could do all the things He 

promised. He even beat death. He actually came to life again. But that’s another story! 

 

Jesus is important. Far, far more than people think.  

 

Prayer 

 

Dear God 

Thank you that Jesus is full of surprises.  

Thank you that He is the biggest present the world has ever known.  

Thank you that He loves me. 

Help me to worship Him this Christmas. Amen 



 

 

 

The idea of a Bethlehem market scene is a great foundation for lots more to happen. The event 

could be expanded. Here are a few ideas: 

 

1. Hold the event in the open air, an area with several rooms linked to each other 

2. Invite a wider section of the public 

3. Introduce more stalls selling things like honey, olives, flatbreads, pomegranates, candles 

4. Musicians and dancing 

5. A Café and relax area – sand and camel saddles for seating! 

6. Serve a lentil stew  

7. Make a tent dwelling 

8. Offer a prayer corner  

 

Scaling down needs careful thought to maintain the atmosphere of hustle and bustle.  

 

1. Banter across the room from stall holders – possibly a story line that is developed ad lib.  

2. Audio atmospheres (crowded market sounds) played in the background 

3. Make the room as small and busy as possible 

4. Have one or two volunteers carrying water pitchers back and forward, others using a broom and 

sweeping the street  

5. Introduce a few smells – scented candles, cooking smells 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ideas for scaling the event up (or down) 


