
 
There’s always hope! 

How to use this resource 
The resource is provided by the Meaningful Chocolate Company and incorporates 
the beautiful illustrations of Martina Peluso from the Meaningful Chocolate Easter 
Egg 2018.  

The resource aims to bring together a Bible story, questions, reflection and 
discussion, teaching, crafts and games, worship ideas and concluding with fun 
recipe for sharing. Resources include:  

•  The Easter story with a particular focus on the resurrection and our eternal hope 
through Jesus Christ.  

•  Games and craft ideas that celebrate Easter and provide an opportunity to 
explore the Easter story 

• Ideas for worship 

Theme for this resource – There’s always hope! 
The theme for this resource is based on Acts 2:26:  

No wonder my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts his praises! My body rests in 
hope. 
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Preparation and props 
This resource is an all-age worship resource based around a theme of hope in the 
resurrection. It provides ideas for a journey on an imaginary bus called the Hope 
Rider. The focus of travelling together provides a sense of community and shared 
experience as those who journey explore the story of Easter, enter into games and 
crafts and songs, enjoy a picnic and end with an Easter Egg hunt or rolling eggs 
down a hill.  

The bus 

Creating your bus doesn’t need to be at all ambitious. At its simplest arranging 
seats in bus ranks with a driver’s seat with a make-shift dashboard and driver’s 
wheel at the front is enough. If you want to define the bus even further add some 
sides to your bus – a panel made of cardboard to the sides and perhaps the end. 

There are lots of possible extras to set the scene – a sound system can provide 
sound clips for engine sounds, horns. Alternatively it’s always fun to get audience 
participation and you could get the children to make the various engine noises. Use 
some props like luggage and picnic rugs and baskets. 

Make sure you have a bus driver with a peaked cap and a tour guide/worship 
leader who describes the journey and the stop-off points. You will also need to 
provide volunteers to organise crafts and games. 

Here are some ideas and activities for the journey: 

1. Beginning our Easter journey 

2. A game of I Spy 

3. Telling the Easter story 

4. Take a selfie of you and your friends 

5. Fun and games 

6. Easter songs 

7. Prayer 

8.  Picnic and Easter egg hunt 
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Beginning our Easter journey 
It’s a special Easter trip! Introduce the bus called the Hope Rider and invite 
everyone on board. Welcome them on the journey. Introduce the driver and say 
something fun about him or her. Explain to everyone that they are going on an 
Easter journey – learning, playing, making, singing, eating and having lots of fun. 

The bus is stationary but you need to take it somewhere in people’s imagination. So 
before the imaginary seat belts are put on, here are some ways of making the 
journey fun and keeping everyone guessing: 

• Describe the bus and make up some fun rules. When people are boarding make 
sure they don’t trip on the step, know where to put luggage, drinks etc. You may 
need to help them on board, give them some guidance about what to look out for 
etc  

• Issue tickets 

• Have a journey in mind – it can be local or a completely different country or 
world or even going back in time. 

• Have imaginative stopping off points 

• Provide fun clues and prizes and regularly ask people if they know where they 
are going (dress up some volunteers, find props that give people clues) 

• Ask questions. For example: What might you be doing if you got on a coach or a 
bus? (going to a specific place). Have you ever been on an open-top bus? 
(where would you find one?). What do you like about going on a bus? (being 
with friends, being up high, singing, passing around sweeties, the adventure, the 
views, talking to each other). Do you ever go on a coach as part of a school trip? 

• The driver can have action words.  If he shouts ‘potholes!’ everyone bounces up 
and down, ‘hold on!’ might involve holding on to the shoulders of the person in 
front of you and ‘cow on the road!’ everyone shouts ‘eeeek’. ‘Road tunnel’ 
involves a dark sheet being passed over the top of the audience whilst everyone 
shouts ‘whoooooooo’. 

• We want to ask God to come on our journey so we want to say a prayer… 
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Celebration and worship – prayer 

Father, as we share the story of Easter, help us experience the eternal hope that 

You brought to the world through Jesus Christ, Your Son. 

 Amen 

A game of I Spy 

This game helps to get the journey underway. 

You will need:  

Sheets of paper or card – A4 will be fine – printed out with some every day pictures 
with a focus on Spring or you may want to use some of the images to put together a 
simple PowerPoint that the driver or a volunteer can control as the journey 
continues.  There are 24 links below but you can also add your own, especially if 
you want to provide clues as to where you are going on your mystery tour. 

Hills – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/green-hills-1480859 
Daffodils – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/daffodils-4-1377903 
Cross – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/massive-crosses-3-1216857 
Baby – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/happy-girl-1-1435469 
Zebra crossing – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/zebra-pedestrian-crossing-1448039 
Donkey – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/donkey-1395081 
Car – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/car-3-1449308 
Flip-flops – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/sandals-and-other-summer-things-1393619 
Hat – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/protection-helmet-1427431 
Cat – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/cat-1377061 
Butterfly – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/butterfly-1550561 
Flower bulbs – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/flower-bulbs-1378706 
Egg box – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/good-morning-1566092 
Nest with eggs – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/an-amazing-piece-of-nature-1374827 
Sheep with lamb – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/sheep-and-lamb-1375095 
Hen with chicks – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/chicken-1374846 
Rabbit – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/little-red-bunny-1372114 
Easter Eggs – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/chocolate-easter-eggs-1-1328540 
Blossom on trees – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/snow-white-spring-1364407 
New grass – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/grass-1374264 
Conker – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/horse-chestnut-fruit-1362929 
Cow and phone box – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/comoonication-1-1239739 
Road tunnel – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/speed-1172607 
Lorry – https://www.freeimages.com/photo/blue-truck-1449910 

Explain that the driver is about to set off (seat belts on please) and that everyone 
will see lots of things out of the window as they pass by. The challenge is how many 
things can they spy and remember. Will they get them all? 

Volunteers are to run past on either side of the bus holding up the printed pictures  
or they (or the driver) work through the PowerPoint presentation. The photos from 
the list above have been provided for you as a PowerPoint and you can add, 
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change the order or delete as appropriate.Your driver may like to distract with a few 
extra road conditions!  

Finish by reviewing the game and seeing how many pictures are remembered. You 
could also make a fun memory game where one child starts with ‘When I was on 
the bus I saw some hills’ and each successive person adds to the list, ‘When I was 
on the bus I saw some hills and a rabbit’ and the next person might say, ‘When I 
was on the bus I saw some hills and a rabbit and a lorry’. And so it goes on. 

A prayer opportunity: Life passes us by so quickly doesn’t it? Do you ever feel that 
you are missing out on things? Sometimes we need to choose what we miss 
because some things are more important than others. Let’s pray a mini prayer! ‘This 
Easter, we pray that we will always choose time for the special things in our lives 
like our friends and family and God. Help us to make life better for those who are 
lonely, sad or troubled and to care for our world. Amen. 

Telling the Easter story 
Ask what everyone thought of I Spy and if they spotted any pictures connected to 
the Easter story. Tell the Easter story simply using Martina Peluso’s illustrations 
from the 2018 Meaningful Chocolate booklet. (The driver might ask if people mind if 
he or she has the radio on and you could find an instrumental Easter hymn to play 
in the background as the tour guide is telling the Easter story). 

 

2000 years ago, a man called Jesus brought a message of hope 
and love to the world. He visited Jerusalem and people celebrated, 
waving palm branches in the air. But some people wanted to get rid 
of Him. 

On the Thursday, Jesus washed the feet of His friends. He did this 
to teach them that they should serve and help others. 
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Jesus then had a last supper with his friends. He shared a cup of 
wine and a piece of bread, telling His friends to ‘do this in 
remembrance of me!’ During the supper, a man called Judas 
slipped out. He was going to betray Jesus. 

 

Later that night, Judas brought the soldiers and led them to Jesus. 
Jesus was praying but He was arrested and led away.  

 

On the Friday, a man called Pilate put Jesus on trial. Pilate handed 
Jesus over to be killed. The soldiers put a purple robe on Jesus 
and a crown of sharp thorns and led Him away. Pilate washed his 
hands of the whole affair. 

 

Jesus then had to carry His cross through the streets of Jerusalem. 

 

The soldiers put Jesus on a cross between two thieves. When 
Jesus died, there was an earthquake and darkness fell. Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was sad. The body of Jesus was taken off the 
cross and placed in a tomb. They rolled a large stone over the 
entrance to keep the body of Jesus safe. 

What has that story got to do with us and eggs and chocolate and lambs and 
bunnies? Well, we know that wasn’t the end of the story don’t we? 

 

Early on Sunday, the women went to the tomb and found the stone 
rolled away from the entrance. Suddenly, two men in bright, shining 
clothes stood by them. They asked, Why are you looking among 
the dead for One who is alive. He is not here. He has been raised.’ 
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Jesus had risen from the dead and He tells His friends to go and 
tell everyone about God’s love.  

Have you ever heard of someone dying and then coming alive again? Really alive 
so that you could walk and talk with them? Well, Jesus came alive again and lots of 
people say it really happened. People have tried to explain it this way. 

You see these bulbs? (You may like to have some flower bulbs at hand.) They’ve 
been in my shed since mid-summer when they went to sleep (It’s called being 
‘dormant’) and they won’t start growing again until they are planted out again in the 
Spring.  The bulbs are dead to the world until it gets warm again and then they 
wake up and the shoots and leaves come up from the ground and bloom and 
flower. 

And lots of animals, after a long cold winter, have their young in the Spring too. It’s 
like all of a sudden the whole earth wakes up to the warm sun and shakes off the 
cold and everything starts to grow. Farmers work really hard to prepare the land, 
sow it and plant crops and when they are harvested we enjoy buying cabbage and 
carrots and peas and potatoes from the shops don’t we?  

Can you imagine what would happen if the farmers said ‘Oh well, my seeds 
probably won’t wake up. After all, they look dead. I might as well forget about them 
this year. Why would I hope in something I don’t understand or science can’t fully 
explain? Farmers don’t put in all that work just in case.  They trust that later in the 
year they will have cabbage and carrots and peas and potatoes because their 
seeds will start to waken up and grow. They put their hope and trust year by year in 
a miracle! 

Now Jesus is described as doing something like that. Roman soldiers put Jesus 
into the ground dead but in three days He walked out of the tomb where they buried 
Him and He was alive! Incredible but true.  
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And because of that we trust Him to do the same for us. He has big plans to take 
away all the suffering and death and unhappiness of His friends and make 
everything beautiful again. That’s why we can say ‘No wonder my heart is glad, and 
my tongue shouts his praises! My body rests in hope’. 

Take a selfie of you and your friends 

In a moment, our driver is going to stop so we can stretch our legs and take a selfie 
in front of a beautiful Spring view. You have 10 minutes to draw a view of your 
lovely spring day. What can you see? Remember it doesn't have to be a work of art. 

Then get the group to describe their pictures and see what they have in common. 
Hopefully lots of new life. You could ask if any of the children can make a link to the 
Easter story.  

Fun and games 
 Many of you will have all sorts of ideas or be collecting ideas for Easter crafts and 
games. There are some great ideas out there so don’t neglect to look for 
alternatives if our suggestions don’t fit your event. Don’t forget, as you make or play 
activities, allow for discussion and reinforcement of the Easter story. 

1. Hosanna branch wavers 
You will need:  

green sugar paper 

a felt tip 

lolly sticks 

paper glue 

scissors 
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This is a simple activity where a child puts their hand on the sugar paper, draws 
round it, then cuts out the outline (this last bit probably needs to be done by an 
adult). Repeat several times and glue at various angles to two ice lolly sticks.   

2. Egg rolling 
You will need: 

Hard boiled eggs in their shells 

A short course marked out on the floor 

  

This is also a very simple game which won’t be short on competition! It’s basically 
an egg race where the competitors have to roll their egg with their nose from start 
to finish. 

3. Egg and plate race 
You will need: 

Hard boiled eggs in their shells and some plastic plates 

The annual sports day egg and spoon race was hard enough but having a couple of 
eggs rolling around on a plastic plate as you run is even harder! 

4. Find ‘Something … Hunt’ 
Not quite a scavenger hunt but a more a thoughtful look at the things around you, 
identifying their characteristics and then seeing how they might correspond to a 
detail in the Easter story. 

Find something you can WAVE Palm branch

Find something ROUND The stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb

Find something OLD The stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb

Find something PURPLE The robe that was put on Jesus

Find something you can wear on your HEAD Crown of thorns

Find something USEFUL Like a towel to dry your feet

Find something CROSS-SHAPED Crucifix
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‘Find something’  is provided for 
your use as a separate download. 

Find something HEAVY Jesus had to carry the heavy cross

Find something to EAT Jesus had a Last Supper

Find something ALIVE Jesus died and was resurrected

Find something HEART-SHAPED Jesus loves us

Find something SHINY There were two angels at the tomb in shining robes

Find something that is GROWING Flowers in the Garden of Gethsamene

Find something EMPTY The tomb
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Find something you 
can WAVE

Find something 

ROUND

Find something 

PURPLE

Find something YOU 
CAN WEAR ON 

YOUR HEAD

Find something OLD Find something 

USEFUL

Find something

HEART-SHAPED	  

Find something 

SHINY

Find something that is 
ALIVE

Find something with a 

CROSS SHAPE

Find something 
HEAVY

Find something you 
can EAT

Find something that 
GROWS

Find something 

EMPTY



5. Christ is Risen!  
You will need: 

A (Tunnocks) tea cake 

A small chocolate egg with a sugar coating 

Some ice-cream wafers 

Green icing 

Desiccated 
coconut 
coloured 
green with 
food 
colouring 

Cocktail stick 

Pens and 
card 

6. Rice crispy nests  

You will need: 

3tbsp. butter 
1 x 300gm bag of marshmallows  
6 cups of crisp rice cereal 
Bag of mini eggs 
(makes 6 nests) 

Melt the butter over medium heat and stir in the marshmallows. Continue stirring 
until completely melted. Pour the mixture over the crisp rice cereal and stir until well 
combined. 
Lightly grease the muffin tin and divide the mixture into 6 nests. Use baking 
parchment to press each nest well down. Leave to cool, lift out of the tin and fill with 
mini eggs. 
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7. Musical chicks 
This is Musical Chairs with more noise. You will need chairs, mats, or cardboard 
circles for as many are playing the game and music to stop and start. Everyone 
goes round the nests clucking and pecking.  

8.The Funky Chicken 
As a last game, announce a dance competition to ‘The Funky Chicken’ and get 
adults and children to compete to do the best funky chicken dance.  

You will need: The Funky Chicken song and the means to play the song loudly! 

Easter songs (back on the bus) 

Remember that children love to sing! Choose songs that are lively and easily 
learned. Simple choruses and action songs, led well, will be sung back at home too!  

Here are a few suggestions: 

God’s not dead, (No! He is alive) has actions 

DLTK's Bible Songs for Kids suggests Hosanna! which is meant to be repeated 
faster and faster.  The words at the end of each line are meant to be stretched out 
when you sing them where the hyphens are. 

Ho, Ho, Ho, Ho, Sa-a-nna 
Ha, Ha, Ha, lle-lu-uiah 
He, He, He, He, Sa-aved Me 
I've got the joy of the Lord! 

see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UuLhUkhVXo 

Also, DLTK’s Bible Songs for Kids provides E-A-S-T-E-R to the tune of ‘Jesus 
Loves Me’ by Jerri Fusch 

E is for Easter, coming again soon, 

A is for angels near the tomb, 

S is for stone which was rolled away, 
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T is for tomb found empty that day. 

Chorus: 
Yes, He is risen! 

Yes, He is risen! 

Yes, He is risen! 

The Bible tells me so! 

E is for morning, all are glad, 

R is for risen, don’t be sad. 

He’ll come back for us some day, 

Until then we’ll watch and pray. 

… and there are plenty of other Easter songs written for children and available on 
the internet plus contemporary and well-known classics. 

Prayer, picnic and Easter Egg Hunt  
It’s time to announce the end of the bus journey and your destination! invite 
everyone to share a picnic in the sunshine along with an Easter Egg Hunt and to 
finish with a prayer… 

Father, thank you for the story of Easter and the signs of Spring all around us. 
Thank you for the hope that Jesus brings because He has the power over life and 
death.  Thank you that we can know and trust Him because He loves us and that 
He is alive.  

Amen (get everyone to shout this!) 
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