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Aim: to explain the Easter story very simply focusing on the reactions of the friends 
(disciples) to the shocks and surprises of Easter and exploring what it means to be a true 
‘friend’


Notes give a guide to: 


• An Easter Challenge – a simple game that allows some Easter statistics to be shared in 
an engaging way


• Exploring the differences between ‘shock’ and ‘surprise’ and using facial expressions 
as an illustration. 


• Telling the Easter story and it’s shocks and surprises and exploring what it means to be 
a true ‘friend’


• Reflecting on how life will be full of surprises and shocks and we should be prepared 
for them	 


Resources provided:  

• Notes 


• PowerPoint resources


• 7 Easter Statistics that can be printed out onto 7xA4 sheets. Statistics are based on 
research from Statista and can be found at https://www.statista.com/chart/3372/
easter-in-the-uk-by-the-numbers/  


You will also need: 

• 4-6 Volunteers (2-3 teachers and 2-3 pupils)


• A Real Easter Egg Sharing Box (30 eggs) 


• A4 print outs of the 7 Easter statistics 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The shocks and surprises  
of Easter 

We are going to share some Easter chocolate with a game.


Leader’s Notes: 
The Easter egg challenge – instructions 

Ask for 2 - 6 volunteers (equal number of children and teachers on opposing teams). Each volunteer is 
asked to read loudly from a sheet being held up by an opposing  volunteer and catch an Easter Egg thrown 
by yourself. Explain that if it’s a child and they miss and the Easter egg falls, the teachers win it. If it’s a 
teacher and they miss and the Easter egg falls, the children win it (and can share it).  


Only throw the egg when the volunteer has started reading the statistic on the sheet of paper. Statistics are 
provided as a separate resource.


If you want to make the game harder depending on the age/ability of the volunteer alter the angle between 
the thrower and the person holding the sheet so that it’s harder to focus on both. It’s not as easy as it looks 
and there’s a bit of fun to be had by making it harder for certain volunteers (namely the teachers!). Please 
note that to avoid a bit of mess (and to conserve as much chocolate as possible) it may be wise to wrap the 
chocolate eggs in cling film before they are thrown! 


65% of 
people think 

of 
CHOCOLATE 
when asked 

about 
EASTER
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Now I’m going to show you a real Easter egg! This is the Meaningful Chocolate Company 
Real Easter Egg and there is a book inside telling the Easter story. Now you’ve played the 
game:


• did any of the statistics surprise you?

• were you shocked by any of them? 

• how would you describe the difference between a ‘shock’ and a ‘surprise’?


Leader’s Note: The general consensus will probably be that a surprise is generally much 
nicer than a shock. 


There are various ways you might like to illustrate the differences but 
if you were going to draw a cartoon of someone’s face who had, had 
a shock how would it look?


This slide shows the outline of the face, hair, nose and eye brows.


• How would the mouth look? (click for the mouth to be revealed). 

• And the eyes? (click for the eyes to be revealed). 

• What’s different about the eyes do you think? 


When we’ve had a really bad shock our eyes change and the pupils, those black circles at 
the centre of our eyes, get much bigger. There’s lots of other things that might happen 
too. We might go very cold and our breathing might be very rapid. Shock isn’t very nice at 
all. But you can have nice shocks too, can’t you? More like surprises. They are still 
unexpected but they bring lots of pleasure and joy.


Do you think the cartoon would look different if the person was 
surprised by joy?


• How would the mouth look? (click for the mouth to be revealed). 

• And the eyes? (click for the eyes to be revealed). 

• What’s different about the eyes do you think?


Have you noticed that when you smile or laugh your eyes widen. Have your heard the 
expression ‘wide-eyed’ before? Sometimes people might say you are ‘bright-eyed (or 
wide-eyed) and bushy-tailed’. It means that you are very bright and alert. I hope you are 
‘bright-eyed and bushy-tailed’ today!




Shocks and surprises of Easter KS1-2 �  of �5 9

The Easter Story


Now, we’ve talked about shock and surprise, there is another 
challenge! We are going to go back in time and think about the last 
week of Jesus’ life on earth and put ourselves into the Easter story 
and be one of Jesus’ followers. There are surprises and shocks in 
this story. Are you ready to go back 2,000 years?  
 

Imagine Jesus entering the hot dusty city of Jerusalem. 


What do you think people used as trains, especially if it was long 
distance? 


In the East people travelled long distances in convoy on camels 
(following each other). We call it a camel train.


Now Jesus had a much more humble method of transport. 


Imagine Jesus is entering the city on a donkey. He’s come to bring a 
message of hope and love to the world. People are celebrating. 
Waving palm branches in the air. They are even putting their coats on 
the ground for Jesus’ donkey to walk over.


This is your friend. Jesus. He’s a celeb! It’s a great surprise! He’s entering the city like a 
King. He’s popular and he’s your friend.


I want us to think about our friends just for a second or two. How do you choose your 
friends? Perhaps it is because you share the same interests like football or because your 
friends are fun to be with. Sometimes we choose friends for the wrong reasons. Jesus’ 
friends loved Him because He loved them and taught them. He was their leader. They 
worshipped Him.




In fact (and this is a HUGE surprise) after Jesus arrived in Jerusalem 
he met with His friends and He washed His friends’ feet. Why would 
someone so important wash other people’s feet? Jesus wanted to 
teach people the importance of serving and helping others. He 
SHOWED them by washing dirty, sweaty feet! Would you wash your 
friends’ feet? I’m sure there are a lot of things you would do for your 
friends!


Jesus has entered Jerusalem on a donkey and met with his disciples (or friends) and 
spent time with them teaching them the importance of helping and serving others.  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Leader’s Note:  

This slide is repeated to encourage children to remember the 
sequence of the story and each item should be repeated in sequence 
– ‘donkey’, ‘dirty feet’, ‘dirty money’ and so on. In subsequent slides, 
the newest icon is the only one on the slide and the rest appear when 
clicked so it becomes a memory and sequence challenge.


Leader’s Note:  

When you ask ‘what happens next?’ encourage children to decide 
with a ‘thumbs up for a surprise or thumbs down for a shock’ The 
idea is to give children a sense of participation and ownership of the 
story and to focus on the ‘shocks’ and ‘surprises’ in it. You may like 
to explain that there are shocks and surprises that you may have 
missed or haven’t thought about and if anyone wants to explain, 
they can put their thumbs up or down and will have the opportunity 

to explain why.




Now back to the story! Jesus invites all His friends to a meal. You 
would think it would be a wonderful evening celebrating. He shares a 
cup of wine and a piece of bread and tells his friends to always share 
in this way to remember him. Whilst this is happening one of Jesus’ 
close friends, sitting at the table eating the meal with them, is 
planning to give Jesus up and betray him for 30 pieces of silver. His 
name is Judas.


What a shock! What must his other friends have thought. Jesus has entered Jerusalem, 
washed his friends’ feet and been betrayed.


Aren’t good friends loyal to one another? Shouldn’t you be able to trust your friends? 
Have you got good friends like that?





Can you remember what has happened so far? Jesus has been 
betrayed and Judas has been paid 30 pieces of silver. Can you fill in 
the missing parts of the story?


What do you think happens next? Thumbs up for a surprise or 
thumbs down for a shock? You choose.
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The shock is, that later that night, Judas led soldiers to Jesus. Jesus 
was praying in the quiet of a garden but He was arrested and led 
away. His friends knew he was doing nothing wrong and some of his 
friends tried to defend him but Jesus stopped them. It seemed so 
unfair.


So now, we have ‘an arrest’.  What other icons are missing? Can you 
get them in order? (’Donkey’, ‘dirty feet’, ‘dirty money’ and ‘an 
arrest’). It’s not looking good is it?





The next day, a man called Pilate put Jesus on trial and sentenced 
him to death on a cross. The Roman soldiers put a purple robe on 
Jesus and a crown of sharp thorns and He had to carry His cross 
through the streets of Jerusalem. The soldiers put Jesus on the cross 
with one thief on either side of Him. Amongst the mob of people were 
Jesus’ mother Mary and John, his disciple.


When Jesus died, there was an earthquake and darkness fell. Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
was sad. The body of Jesus was taken off the cross and placed in a tomb. They rolled a 

large stone over the entrance to keep the body of Jesus safe.


Now we’ve got ‘a cross’. Can you fill in the missing parts of the 
story? (‘donkey’, ‘dirty feet’, ‘dirty money’, ‘an arrest’) Can you 
remember that? What do you think happens next? Thumbs up for a 
surprise or thumbs down for a shock? You choose.


I think this might be both a shock and a wonderful surprise. Early on 
Sunday, the women went to the tomb and found the stone rolled 
away from the entrance. Suddenly, two men in bright, shining clothes 
stood by them. They asked, ‘Why are you looking among the dead 
for One who is alive. He is not here. He has been raised.’ Wow! 
Jesus had risen from the dead and He tells His friends to go and tell 
everyone about God’s love. How do you think friends of Jesus felt?


Finally we’ve got ‘an empty grave’. What are the missing pieces of 
the story? (’donkey’, ‘dirty feet’, ‘dirty money’, ‘an arrest’ and ‘a 
cross’) 
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Leader’s Notes: 

To reinforce the story ask the children what each icon means. For example:


Q: What did the donkey do? 

A: The donkey carried Jesus into Jerusalem


Q: Why did Jesus wash his friends’ feet?

A: Jesus washed His friends’ dirty feet to teach them to serve others


Q: Who betrayed Jesus?

A: Judas betrayed Jesus with 30 pieces of silver


Q: What do the handcuffs stand for?

A: Jesus was arrested and sentenced to death 


Q: How did Jesus die?

A: Jesus died on a Roman cross


Q: What was different about Jesus death?

A: Jesus was buried and defeated death by coming alive again.





Christians believe that Jesus came into the world and healed the 
sick, gave sight to the blind. His death and coming alive again gave 
hope. He proved that He was stronger than death itself. His love for 
us was that deep!


Isn’t that how best friends should be with each other? How about 
you surprise someone today. Be a good friend. Show that you love 

your friends, your mum and dad, brother or sister or grandparents. Do something for 
them to show that you love them. Ask them what you can do to help, cheer up a friend, 
give someone a hug, make and give an Easter card, tidy your room, make a present, ask 
someone to play with you, ask if you can wash a car, lay the table, walk the dog. There’s 
always things to do if you look around you.


And what about all these shocks and surprises in the Easter story? 
Perhaps God is saying to us that there will always be shocks and 
surprises. 


Have you ever thought that when we struggle through difficult times 
at school or at home, illness, friendships (the list could go on and on) 
it helps us understand how others feel and through those lessons we 

can love and help our friends even more. 
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Prayer 

Dear God


Thank you for the reminder that Easter is about Jesus

And His coming to forgive us and teach us how to forgive.

Help us to learn from Easter shocks and surprises 

And to care for friends who have had times of shock in their lives.

Help me to be understanding and love my friends.


Amen



