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Aim: To remind children of the Christmas story in an unexpected way and ask ‘Why should the 

Christmas Story be taken seriously? 

 

 

Notes give a guide to:  

 

1. A dramatic presentation of the Christmas story using Alida Massari’s images from Meaning-

ful Chocolate Advent Calendar  

2. Some ideas about why the Christmas Story will always be taken seriously 

3. Why God may have chosen to bring His Son into the world as a baby 

4. Why Jesus turns our idea of ‘greatness’ upside down 

 

 

Resources: 

 

PowerPoint (Download from www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/pages/resources)  

Notes for narration, points for reflection and information (this document) 

 

 

 

Technical: 

 

Please familiarise yourself with the presentation beforehand and make any adjustments nec-

essary. The fonts used are Arial or Helvetica.  

http://www.realadvent.co.uk/resources
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The following is a script based around mum Amanda reading 

a bedtime Christmas story to her two children and the idea is 

loosely based around a series of award-winning TV pro-

grammes called Outnumbered. 

 

Preparation 

This conversation could just be recorded and played over a 

presentation of the pictures, but just in case you want to build 

a set, and have a full-blown attempt at family chaos, the ‘chil-

dren’ should be ready for bed so pyjamas are the order of the 

day. The younger sibling may be winding her ‘blankie’ around 

her finger and sucking her thumb whilst her brother is still 

wide awake and struggling with the idea of going to bed. De-

spite being sleepy, Emma is full of questions while her brother 

is pre-occupied with other matters including his collection of 

toy dinosaurs. The technique of improvisation isn’t necessary 

but will add to the script.  

 

Props list: 

Copy of Real Advent Calendar The Christmas Story 

pyjamas 

'blankie' 

toy dinosaur 

pictures from downloaded PowerPoint on screen behind the 

actors 

 

Background: The Brookes live at (address in your area) and 

today mum Amanda is reading a bedtime story to her daugh-

ter Emma who is 5 and Michael who is 7. 
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Mum:  (says brightly?) What story shall we choose? I know! 

Shall we remind ourselves of how Baby Jesus was 

born? 

 

Emma:  Mmmm 

 

Michael:  OK (sigh) 

 

Mum:  Right! Is everyone comfortable? Michael. Put that dino-

saur away, I can’t turn the pages. 

 

Emma:  Michael is wiggling his toes.  

 

Mum:  He can wiggle his toes if he wants to. (She sighs) 

Michael, what are you doing with your toes? 

 

Michael:  Some people write with their toes. When they haven’t 

got arms I mean. It’s awesome. There’s a girl… 

 

Mum:  Michael! I don’t care if they eat sushi with their toes. I’m 

reading a bedtime story. 

 

Mum:  Aren’t these pictures beautiful? Look, who do you think 

this is Emma? (She reads) This is the story of the birth 

of Jesus. (turns the page) More than 2000 years ago, 

Mary was engaged to Joseph. They both lived in the 

town of … 

 

Emma:  Mummy, Michael is still wriggling his toes. What’s ‘su-

shi’? 

 

Mum:  Nazareth. They lived in Nazareth. Look. They are hold-

ing hands. Isn’t that nice?  

 

Michael:  Mummy did you know we aren’t allowed to bring Super 

Glue to school? Mason brought some in… 

 

Mum:  Yes and your teacher should have guessed that Mason 

was up to no good. At that time, the Holy Land was un-
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der the control of the Romans which made the people 

very sad. The people wanted God to send them a King 

to free them. 

 

Emma:  What did Mason do? 

 

Mum:  Never mind!  

 

Michael:  Romans. Cool! I’m going to catch a sushi with a Roman 

spear. (He dances round the room with a hockey stick 

or something similar!). Bam. Missed! Bam, bam, bam. 

Got one! (He twirls an a discarded sock above his head 

and his mum picks it up gingerly with thumb and index 

finger and sniffs it. 

 

Mum:  Hmmmn. Definitely sushi. Right! Sit down. 

 

Emma:  Are the Romans taking that lady away? 

 

Mum:  I don’t think so Emma – I think the author is just trying 

to show that the Romans were in charge. 

 

Michael:  And if they don’t behave … Bam, bam with their 

swords. (He pokes Emma with his hockey stick and 

Amanda takes it away from him and indicates that he 

must sit back down). 

 

Mum:  Well I’m sure that happened Michael, but not in this 

story. Now where are we? Oh yes. One day, an angel 

called Gabriel visited Mary. Mary was very scared but 

the angel told her not to be afraid. ‘You are going to 

have a baby’ the angel said. ‘He is the One that every-

one is waiting for.’ This baby would be Jesus. 

 

Emma:     What is that bird Mummy? It looks like a person. 

 

Mum:  Well, darling, it’s a bit complicated. Gabriel is an angel 

and angels are God’s messengers and some people 

say they have wings. 

 

Michael:  Dad says he thinks that God is just mumbo jumbo and 

the Christmas story probably didn’t happen. And THAT 

(he jabs the picture) must have been terrifying! 
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Emma:  Well dad is wrong isn’t he mummy? Lots of people be-

lieve in God and angels. It was nice of the angel to 

come and tell Mary that she was having a special baby 

wasn’t it even if the angel was super scary? 

 

Mum:  There are lots of things that we don’t understand. That 

doesn’t mean that they didn’t happen or aren’t real. I 

do believe God is real and that He entered our world 

as a baby.  So what happens next is… (she turns a 

page) The Roman Emperor decided to count every-

one. He ordered that everybody had to return to their 

home town. Because of the Emperor’s order Joseph 

and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem.  

 

Michael:  Didn’t they have a car? 

 

Mum:  No, this happened 2,000 years ago Michael. The Ro-

mans didn’t have cars either. 

 

Michael:  (He has an idea) I know! They could have hired a 

chariot – the Romans had awesome chariots. (he 

sticks his hand in the air and shouts) ‘Chariot please – 

Nazareth to Bethlehem’.  

 

Mum:  I don’t think so. Anyway… Bethlehem is about 70 

miles from Nazareth. If Mary and Joseph went via Je-

rusalem that would have added another 10 miles. 80 

miles is a long way on foot or on a donkey. Mary 

would have been very tired. It would have taken over a 

week to walk there. 

 

Emma:  Where’s Jesus? 

 

Michael:  In Mary’s tummy stupid! Donkeys are lame. They 

should have had a Mercedes chariot with James Bond 

spikes in the wheels just in case they needed to fight 

robbers. Vroom… bang, bang, smash. 

 

Mum:  Hundreds of miles away, wise men saw a special star 

in the sky. ‘That star means a new king’, they said ex-

citedly. They saddled their camels and left right away. 
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The wise men knew a lot about stars I expect.  

 

Michael:  Mrs Topping, my teacher, said that the wise men 

were ‘Magicians’ and made up ‘horror-stories’ for 

people. They could tell what would happen in peo-

ples’ futures. 

 

Mum:  Hum. Yes well. I think she might have meant horo-

scopes. The star shone brightly as the wise men fol-

lowed it. And look here. (she points)The wise men 

packed unusual presents. One wise man brought 

frankincense which was used when praying to God. 

Another wise man brought gold as a gift for the new 

born King. This was a symbol of kingship. The third 

wise man brought a gift of myrrh which is a bitter and 

spicy perfume. (Amanda pauses for a few seconds 

and says thoughtfully) That’s partly why we give pre-

sents to people at Christmas time. But it’s even more 

important to remember that Jesus is God’s present to 

us.  

 

Michael:  Well I would have bought Jesus a play station… or a 

light sabre to protect him from King Herod 

 

Emma:  For a baby, silly? 

 

Mum:  Following the star, the wise men first went to King 

Herod’s palace because that is where they thought a 

king would be born. King Herod was not to be trusted. 

He asked the wise men to tell him when they had 

found Jesus. He did not tell them that he wanted to 

get rid of the baby! 

 

Michael:  I don’t understand Mum. King Herod was afraid of Je-

sus?   

 

Mum:  Well not exactly darling. King Herod was an evil bully 

and he wasn’t going to let anyone or anything get in 

his way. If there was a whisper that someone was go-

ing to be greater than he was – well… 
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Michael:  Bam! You are dead! 

 

Mum: Yes but the star led the wise men away from King 

Herod and on to Bethlehem. In a dream, an angel 

told the wise men not to go back to King Herod.  

 

Michael:  That is so weird. So there really was a star? 

 

Mum: I’ve no doubt there was. Over the years there 

have been lots of ideas of what the wise men 

could have seen. Some people think it was Hal-

ley’s comet but a man called Michael Molnar dis-

covered an ancient coin with a star on it suggest-

ing there was once a great star that suggested 

kingship, but only star gazers like the wise men 

would have noticed that. 

 

Let’s get back to the story. Meanwhile, Mary, Jo-

seph and lots of other travellers arrived in Bethle-

hem to be counted. It was very crowded. Bethle-

hem was so crowded that all of the rooms were 

full. Mary and Joseph had nowhere to go until 

someone offered them room in a stable. 

 

Emma:  Mummy. Michael’s picking his nose. 

 

Mum:  Michael stop that. OK you’ll have to put it in a tis-

sue. No, don’t wipe it on your pyjamas. What did I 

say. Now look at the mess.  

 

Emma:  Ugh. Michael’s got snot on his pyjamas.  

 

Mum:  Michael! Just leave it until we finish the story. 

 

 It was a quiet night in the hills above Bethlehem. 

There were shepherds in the hills looking after 

their sheep. Suddenly an angel appeared to the 

shepherds who were terrified. The angel said, ‘Do 
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not be afraid. I bring a happy message.’  

 

 Then more angels appeared praising God 

and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest and 

peace to His people on earth.’ The angel had 

come to tell the shepherds that they would 

find Jesus in a stable in Bethlehem. ‘We’ve 

got to see him,’ the shepherds said. Without 

leaving anyone to guard the sheep… 

 

Michael: That’s baaaaaaaad….  

 

Mum: That was a very baaaaaaad joke Michael! 

Without leaving anyone to guard the sheep 

off they went down the hills to Bethlehem. 

The shepherds did not expect to find the new 

King in a stable with sheep and cows.  

 

 However, Jesus was the One they had been 

waiting for. The End. 

 

Michael:  That’s the end? What does it mean - Jesus 

was the One? The One what? 

 

Mum:  It’s time for bed. I’ll tell you another day. 

 

Michael:  Mum! That’s stupid. That’s not the finish.  

 

Mum: Michael. It isn’t the finish. It’s just the begin-

ning. And it is, I believe, the most important 

story that has ever been told. But that’s 

where this part of the story ends for tonight. 

There’s already lots to think about.  
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Explain to your audience that we take the Christmas 
story for granted but if we heard it for the first time 
we might look at it completely differently. Here’s how. 
 
Ask the question: ‘Have you ever thought ‘Why hasn’t 
the Christmas story been forgotten? What is it that 
makes it so powerful? Why do people believe in it?’ 
 
Explain the following: 
 
1. You don’t need to be a Christian to think the story is 

complete. It has a beginning, middle and an end. 
And it is a GOOD story. It begs to be told. And hun-
dreds of novels have been written based on the Ad-
vent story with good reason. 

 
2. There’s something really intriguing about it. A story 

of a humble baby who wise men and shepherds 
come to worship for no apparent reason raises all 
sorts of questions as to ‘why?’ 

 
3. And why is it that people really believe it happened? 

It’s not just blind faith but the story itself – the char-
acters, setting and challenges – they ring true. There 
is an authenticity about the story which is hard to 
disguise.  

 
4. And there are enough details that they add to the au-

thenticity. 
 
5. A good story has at least one twist but this story has 

several – in fact, listeners for the first time will be 
saying ‘Whoa, I didn’t see that coming’.  

 
6. We can empathise – the story is written in such a 

way that listeners put themselves in the shoes of the 
characters.  

 
7. And the story is full of conflict and tension too. There 

is something irresistible in reading an adven-
ture/thriller! 
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Reflection 
 
 
Put up the final slide. Ask the pupils to reflect on how one decoration stand-
ing out can make a great impact on a decorated tree. 
 
The Christmas Story is part of a bigger story – that Jesus entered this world 
as a baby – claiming to be fully human and fully God. His whole story, His 
birth, life, teaching, death and resurrection testify to the world His ability to 
bring God’s love to the world.  
 
If we were to have a movie made of our lives I’m sure that we would choose 
to be a hero and good-looking, powerful and successful. We would want to 
save the world – take on corruption, fight for justice, be conquerors and end 
up rich and happy. 
 
But Jesus doesn’t just ‘appear’ as a ‘super man’. He chooses to experience 
the whole human experience, from birth in a stable and humble life to a 
shameful death. His teaching was that being a servant is being a true leader. 
Being a true leader isn’t throwing your weight around. It is leading by loving! 
It is leading by loving your neighbours as you love yourself. 
 
He once said: “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, 
and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among you it 
will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your 
servant”  Matthew 20:25-27 (NLT) 
 
And that’s hard for all of us. We want to live life for ourselves. Certainly not 
for others. We can manage an occasional act of generosity but to live a life 
where helping and loving others is the most important thing? That's the chal-
lenge God gives us through the example of Jesus.  
 
Would we dare to be THAT different? The red Christmas bauble in the box is 
YOU. Your actions make you stand out from everyone else. You can have a 
special impact on the world. How will you show the world the true meaning of 
Christmas? Your example can be its own storybook sharing the peace and 
love of Jesus this Christmas. 
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