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Aim: To ask the question: ‘How can Jesus make peace in the world?’

Notes give a guide to: 

1. The Christmas story using Alida Massari’s images from Meaningful Chocolate Advent 
Calendar

2. Some fun facts and an experiment based on the saying ‘Oil poured on troubled water’
3. Reflection on how Jesus brought peace through his teaching

Resources:

PowerPoint (Download from www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/pages/resources) 
Notes for narration, points for reflection and information (this document)

Props: you will need:

Table
Large shallow tray 
Water
Fan
Bottle of cooking oil
Teaspoon

Technical:

Please familiarise yourself with the presentation beforehand and make any adjustments 
necessary. The fonts used are Arial or Helvetica. 

http://www.realadvent.co.uk/resources
http://www.realadvent.co.uk/resources
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Explain that you want to show something to the children that is very 
‘cool’. But first ask, ‘Have you ever heard of the expression: ‘Pouring 
oil on troubled water’?

Ask the children what they think it means. Perhaps the children can 
guess what it means – oil has a healing quality and it’s smooth and 
slippery whilst ‘troubled water’ is rough and turbulent.

You may like to mention (or even play an excerpt of) the song Bridge 
over Troubled Water. Explain that the song uses the concept of 
‘troubled water’.

Explain that ‘putting oil on troubled water’ is an old expression and it 
means ‘making peace’ or ‘calming a difficult situation’.

The expression goes back literally hundreds of years. When the seas 
were rough sailors were known to pour barrels of oil into the sea to 
calm the waters.

Explain that you are going to show the assembly that this old saying 
that a little oil makes rough water calm has science behind it.

If your pupils are not able to see the experiment from the front, you 
may need to project the experiment onto the big screen.

1. Show a large tray filled with water, on a table 
2. Switch on a fan (you will need to experiment with the distance 

here so that it’s troubled water not waves over the side) to create 
ripples.

3. Pour a small amount of oil on the water at the fan end
4. Watch the water become peaceful as the oil spreads.

Explain that the oil doesn’t mix with water but sits on top like a 
blanket and helps to prevent the wind whipping up the water.

SLIDES FROM 
PRESENTATION
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Ask the pupils, what they think this might have to do with the 
Christmas Story. Explain that you have a mystery word that 
describes what oil on water does and what the baby Jesus came 
to do. Ask if they can guess what the word is.

But first suggest the children need to remind you of the 
Christmas story.

The following 13 slides, help prompt the children to tell the 
Christmas story. Teacher’s notes (below) provide further details 
to fill in any gaps. There are questions on each of the slides to 
guide discussion.

This is the story of the birth of Jesus... 

More than 2000 years ago, Mary was engaged to Joseph. They 
both lived in the town of Nazareth. 

Question on slide reads: who are they and why are they 
holding hands?

At that time, the Holy Land was under the control of the Romans, 
which made the people very sad. The people wanted God to 
send a King to free them. 

Question on slide reads: And soldiers? Why are they in the 
story?

One day, an angel called Gabriel visited Mary. Mary was very 
scared but the angel told her not to be afraid. “you are going to 
have a baby,” the angel said. ‘He is the One that everyone is 
waiting for.’ This baby would be Jesus. 

Question on slide reads: And who is that?
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The Roman Emperor decided to count everyone. He ordered that 
everybody had to return to their home town. Because of the 
Emperor’s order, Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem. 
Question on slide reads: Here’s Mary and Joseph. Where are 
they going?

Hundreds of miles away, wise men saw a special star in the sky. 
‘That star means a new king,’ they said excitedly. They saddled 
their camels and left right away. 

Question on slide reads: That’s a beautiful star! What do you 
think it means?

The star shone brightly as the wise men followed it

Question on slide reads: and where are they going?

What do you give a king as a present? The wise men packed 
some unusual presents. One wise man brought frankincense 
which was used when praying to God. Another wise man brought 
gold as a gift for the new born King. This was a symbol of 
kingship. The third wise man brought a gift of myrrh which is a 
bitter and spicy perfume. 

Question on slide reads: Bringing gifts?



KS1-2 Assembly Oil on troubled water NOTES �  of �6 8

Following the star, the wise men first went to King Herod’s 
place because that is where they thought a king would be 
born. King Herod was not to be trusted. He asked the wise 
men to tell him when they had found Jesus. He did not tell 
them that he wanted to get rid of the baby!

The star led the wise men away from King Herod and on to 
Bethlehem. In a dream, an angel told the wise men not to 
go back to King Herod.

Question on slide reads: A royal palace! Who lives 
here?

Mary, Joseph and lots of other travellers arrived in 
Bethlehem to be counted. Bethlehem was so crowded that 
all of the rooms were full. Joseph and Mary had nowhere to 
go until someone offered them room in a stable. 

Question on slide reads: This is a busy town. What’s 
happening?

Meanwhile it was a quiet night in the hills above Bethlehem. 
There were shepherds in the hills looking after their sheep 
in the night. 

Question on slide reads: What did the shepherds see?

Suddenly an angel appeared to the shepherd who were 
terrified. The angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring a happy 
message.’

Then more angels appeared, praising God and saying 
‘Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on 
earth.’ 

Question on slide reads: What did the angels say?
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The angel had come to tell the shepherds that they would 
find Jesus in a stable in Bethlehem.

‘We've got to see him,’ the shepherds said. Without leaving 
anyone to guard the sheep, of they went down the hills to 
Bethlehem. 

Question on slide reads: Where were the shepherds 
going?

The shepherds did not expect to find the new King in a 
stable with sheep and cows. However, Jesus was the One 
they had been waiting for.

Where were you born? Bet it wasn’t in a stable surrounded 
by animals. That’s where Jesus was born. Poor shepherds 
and wealthy wise men came to see Him. They wanted to 
say, ‘You are my King,’ to kneel and thank Him for coming.

Question on slide reads: Did they live happily ever 
after?

Remind the children about our key question. What word 
connects the effect of oil on water and the coming of Jesus 
into the world?Ask the children what they think the mystery 
word might be?

The angels tell us that Jesus will bring peace. What do you 
think that means and how do you think Jesus brings 
peace?

Jesus did bring the promise of God’s love so that we may 
all know His peace. He wants us to continue His work by 
bringing peace to the world. Let us think about how we may 
do that and be like oil spreading on troubled waters.

He wants us to spread His love and peace throughout the 
world.



KS1-2 Assembly Oil on troubled water NOTES �  of �8 8

Dear Jesus

Thank you for coming into our world as a baby. Thank you 
that the angels told us that you would bring peace. Help 
us to be like oil on troubled waters, spreading your peace 
throughout the world.

Amen


