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Meaningful Chocolate 2019 
Resources for Advent

for Schools and Churches

Assembly Title 1: 

Christmas Consequences
KS1-2
(Ages 5-11)

NOTES
to accompany Powerpoint presentation



Aim: To explain why Advent preparation has the consequence of focusing us on the real 
meaning of Christmas

These notes explore:

1. what the word ‘consequences’ means; 
2. playing the game of Consequences as an illustration of a “sequence of events”;
3. using the story of the Magi in the Christmas story to illustrate consequences and good 

choices
4. suggestions as to how preparing in Advent can be used creatively to enrich Christmas

There is also a short reflection on Advent

Resources:

The PowerPoint to accompany these notes can be downloaded from 
www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/pages/resources 

Technical:

Please familiarise yourself with the presentation beforehand and make any adjustments 
necessary. The fonts used are Arial or Helvetica. 
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http://www.realadvent.co.uk/resources


Christmas Consequences 
(or the things that happened because…)  

Welcome 

Leader: Today we are going to think about the consequences of preparing for Christmas 
and how some people many years ago prepared well for the first Christmas which had 
good consequences. But do any of you know what consequences are? A consequence 
can be the good or bad result of something that happened earlier.


For example, what might the consequences be of not packing 
your bag properly for school? Perhaps, you only have one training 
shoe and will have to hop around the hall during games! What 
might be the consequences of being a friendly, and smiling 
person? Surely people will feel comfortable around you and think 

you are a lovely person which will make you happier too. 



Have you ever had to plan for something special? Perhaps your 
friend’s birthday meant you had to make some plans. If you plan 
really well, then your friend will get their card, a party and a 
present they want. These are really good consequences. Usually, 
if we prepare well for things, then we enjoy them all the more.  


We all have a very special birthday to prepare for as we plan our journey to Christmas. In 
a moment we are going to talk about how we might prepare for that special day.


First though we are going to play a game called Consequences. This game shows us that 
if we do not know what comes before or after an event, things can get really odd. The 
game is traditionally played by writing simple answers to questions on paper and folding 
the paper to hide the previous words before passing it to the next player.
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Leader: Here's a game of consequences I played earlier and it's got a Christmas theme. 
Can any of you help me finish the game?


1. Name of a character with a Christmas theme:  Holly
2. What does the character look like?  Tall, high heels, pink hair worn in pigtails 
3. Name of a second character with a Christmas theme: Nick

4. What do they look like? Wears baggy trousers with yellow 
braces and a bow tie
5. Where do they plan to go together? To a Christmas party at a 
‘posh’ hotel
6. What did they take for the journey? Some ice cream.
7. What went wrong? They got into the lift along with an elderly 

couple. The lift stopped at the 9th floor and the door got stuck for 20 minutes.   
8. What were the consequences?

So we have got Nick and Holly stuck in a lift with an older couple and just ice cream to 
eat. What might happen next? If Holly and Nick knew they were going to get stuck in a 
lift, I bet they would have been better prepared. Personally, I would have taken load of 
sandwiches so we could have had a lift picnic. That's just me. I like sandwiches but that's 
got to be better than the consequences of trying to share a melted ice cream. Imagine 
that!




Leader: I have been thinking about ‘consequences’ in the 
Christmas story – in particular the bit of the Christmas story about 
the Wise Men travelling to see baby Jesus. Remember that part of 
the story? They were really well prepared and they knew what 
they were doing. That means a game of consequences telling 
their story might go something like this...


1. Balthazar, Caspar and Melchior

We don’t know much about the wise men. We don’t know their names, or where they 
came from for sure. We don’t know how many there were but it is thought that they were 
rich and famous. They dined with Kings and Queens. They were famous for their 
knowledge of the stars and planets. They believed the night sky could tell them what 
would happen in the future. 

2. They would have worn clothes to keep them cool in the daytime and warm at night. 
They might also have dressed to show how important they were. Next time you see a 
Christmas card with them on, have a close look at how they are dressed.  
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3. They plan to follow a star to find a new-born King When they saw a new star in the 
night sky they believed it would lead to the new baby-King

4. They took presents – gold, frankincense and myrrh. They were presents fit for a king 
and each gift was a symbol of what would happen in Jesus’ life.

5. So the wise men were really prepared and the consequence was that they got safely 
and on time to see Jesus – the King they had been waiting for. Imagine how happy they 
must have been when they finally got to see Jesus and his family.


Being prepared for Christmas 
We are like the wise men as Advent starts, thinking about 
preparations and presents as we travel to Christmas. We are all 
going on a journey in Advent to meet Jesus. It’s not a physical 
journey but we still need to be prepared. Getting ready for 
Christmas is so exciting that often we forget the most important 

thing is what happened on that first Christmas. The four weeks 
before Christmas are called Advent. It means ‘the arrival of something or someone 
important’. Could we make Christmas Day even better by preparing in those four weeks 
for the arrival of Jesus?


The rich and famous came hundreds of miles through desert on the backs of camels to 
visit a baby born in a stable. What can we do to focus on Jesus who’s birth announced 
“joy the world”? How are we to welcome the new-born King?


•You may like to buy an advent calendar like this (show the 
children the Meaningful Chocolate Advent Calendar) which 
reminds you of the story. Maybe that daily chocolate could be 
popped into someone’s lunchbox with a thank you note. 
Following the story in an Advent Calendar keeps the focus on 
Jesus every day


• Making a nativity scene helps you to imagine and remember all the characters

• Going to church, a community carol service or Christmas nativity means you are 

coming together with others

• Helping someone else has the consequence of helping share God’s love and making 

the world a better place. Spare some time to visit your neighbours, make them a cake, 
invite them for a meal or donate to a food bank or old toys to a charity shop. You could 
also visit someone elderly or housebound.


I’m sure you will have 101 different ways to share some love, joy and peace in your 
school and community – what are your ideas? Jot them down. Share your ideas! (You may 
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like to provide some sort of forum for this to happen). Plan as a friendship group or get 
your whole family involved.


Consequences! 
What do you think will be the Christmas consequences of doing 
some of these things? Just like the wise men following the star, if 
we do good and kind things over Advent, we will be ready for a 
joyful Christmas. Let us pray that we are prepared well this Advent 
to have a special Christmas.


Prayer 

Thank you Jesus for coming to us in a special way at Christmas.

Help us this Advent to get ready by sharing Your love and getting to know You better.

Encourage us to help those in need around us

so, as a consequence, people may feel Your love this Advent.

Amen


Here are some other ways of preparing which you may want to share with your assembly:


• To begin with find out more about Jesus and what happened at the first Christmas.

• Read the first few chapters of the Bible book of Luke and find out what the real nativity 

story is about

• Make an Advent wreath

• Learn some carols that focus on the Christmas story. Get your friends involved and 

organise some Karaoke Carols!

• Praise and encourage someone

• Have a pay it forward day
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