All Age Worship: Easter Surprises
Aim: To explore some of the shocks and surprises of Easter time. To reflect upon the experience of
Jesus’ friends and disciples that first Easter.
Materials
 A palm
 A towel
 Bread
 A cross
 A white shirt or vestment
 The Real Easter Egg or The Real Sharing Box
Overview
1.

Discuss some of the surprising facts about Easter eggs. You may want to adapt the script
below (Enjoy the puns!).

2. “Hopefully, you will be surprised with some Easter eggs this Easter. Does anyone want to
guess how many Easter eggs will be sold in the UK this year? 80 million!! That’s more
chocolate eggs than people in the country! Sounds pretty eggsessive or perhaps you think
it’s eggstraordinary. How many of you are eggcited about getting your egg?
Mind you, it’s pretty surprising that we give eggs at all. Eggs aren’t mentioned at the Last
Supper (though if you ever go to a Jewish Passover meal, you will see them there on the
seder plate). So why do you reckon you will get an egg on Easter Sunday? There are all sorts
of reasons.




Jesus came back to life at Easter and an egg is a great symbol of new life and hope.
Some people think the hollow egg is like the tomb or resembles the stone that was
rolled across the tomb.
And some people think it’s all to do with pancakes. Does that surprise you?

Pancakes? On Pancake Tuesday, Christians used to use up all of their eggs, and fatty and rich
food before Lent. A good way to use up eggs was to make pancakes. And then Christians
wouldn’t eat eggs again or red meat until Easter. So there’s eggs at both ends, on Pancake
Tuesday and Easter Sunday like bookends…if you can use eggs as bookends – sounds a bit
messy to me.
Of course Easter eggs are all chocolate now and people give up other things for Lent like
sweets and fizzy drinks. And some people take something on like praying each day, or raising
money for charity. We do these things to prepare ourselves for Easter and to be like the
disciples who followed Jesus. When you think about it though, the disciples had a week full
of shocks and surprises. Let’s try to put ourselves into their heads that week.”

3. Explain that you are going to hold up some objects that represent the events that happened
in the week before the first Easter. Ask what they think, which part of the story each object
may represent and how they think the disciples may have felt at that point in the story. You
may want to have a reading and reflection for each object as suggested below.
Hold up the Palm: Palm Sunday/ The entry into Jerusalem
Reading: John:12: 12-13
Reflection: Lord, we imagine how excited your disciples must have been as You entered
Jerusalem surrounded by crowds. Every day when we remember how God raised you and
showed the true power of His love to overcome death, fill us with joy because you are our
friend who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hold up the towel: The washing of the feet
Reading: John 13:12-15
Reflection: Lord, as You knelt before them and washed their feet, your disciples must have
been shocked. You were teaching them to serve each other and to love each other as you
loved them. Help us to serve those around us, especially those who are suffering and
needing helpless. May we show your love in our actions and words towards our neighbours
and help us to surprise all those we meet as we act in your name.
Hold up the bread: the Last Supper
Reading: Matthew 26:26
Reflection: At Your last supper, you predicted that you would be betrayed and die. Your
disciples were horrified to hear this but You gave them a way to remember You when they
ate together. When we come together, help us to feel your presence with us and to
remember that at the end of all your suffering was the joy of the Resurrection which is the
joy promised to all who follow you.
Hold up the cross: Jesus’ death
Reading: John 19:25-30
Reflection: When you died, your family and friends must have felt great sorrow. Even on the
cross, you thought of them. Before You died, you made sure that your mother would be
cared for. Help us to follow your example and remember those who have lost loved ones.
We remember in silence all those who have lost family and friends. May they find comfort in
the love of all those around them
.
Hold up the shirt/vestment: The angel at the tomb
Reading: Luke 24:1-6
Reflection: Lord, seeing the angels at the tomb, the women were in shock. But they believed
the message that You had risen and rushed off to tell the disciples. Help us share the shock
and excitement of that first Easter so that we may joyfully feel your living presence with us
each day of our lives.
Finally hold up the Real Easter Egg and ask who can remember why we share eggs at Easter.
Explain that they are indeed a symbol of new life. Explain that when we open the egg it is

hollow like the empty tomb and that sharing our eggs and happiness on Easter Sunday
reminds us that Lent is over and that Jesus has promised to be with us forever.
Closing Prayer
Lord, we give thanks for your Resurrection. We remember that you have shown how loving
others is what God wants from us and that the love of God is stronger even than death. Help
us serve you and each other with love and joy. Amen

