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At the
age of nine, I began restringing
my great-grandmother’s broken
costume jewelry into my own
designs on dental floss. My
sweet mom wore the pieces
out, where she received
compliments and decided to
sign me up for an after-school
jewelry-making class. I invested
$50 of my birthday money 
into semi-precious stones and
began putting pieces together
for my mom’s friends.

Owning a business and being
a full-time student has been a

total balancing act. It’s learning
how and when to focus on
certain aspects of one but not
the other. For example, during
some “slower” weeks at school,
I might focus more on making
jewelry so that when I would
get busy, I would have plenty
of inventory available.

of having your own business is
the freedom to take an idea
and run with it. Granted, there
is a benefit and downside to
this. If the idea succeeds, it
is your doing; if it fails, it is
also your doing. However,
independent of the outcome,
you have the freedom to

identify a need, develop a 
plan and implement a solution.
There is something incredibly
beautiful about creating
something where there was
nothing before. 

Hazen to have tapped into
multiple product markets within
the gift industry with products
sold in high-end gift and
apparel stores nationwide. We
are building a lifestyle brand
and hope to not only provide
lifestyle products, but be a go-
to source for inspiration and
trendsetting in the realm of
colorful, joyful living.

For more with Taylor and
for a chance to win some

of her beautiful jewelry,
check out

justinemagazine.com. 
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Taylor Miller discovered her love
for jewelry design at a young

age. Her company, Hazen
Jewelry, was born out of a

hobby that very quickly
developed into a business. 
Now her unique pieces are

carried at stores nationwide. 
We chatted with the designer 

to get the scoop on her success. 
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Taylor Miller 
of Hazen Jewelry

There is something
incredibly beautiful

about creating
something where there

was nothing before.

Wait! There’s more! 

Tell us a little bit about how and
when you started Hazen.

How did you balance school/
college with running a company?

What is the best part of having
your own business? The best part 

Where do you see Hazen in five
years? In five years, look for 
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