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The Australia Day Council of 
South Australia acknowledges the 
traditional country of the Kaurna 
people of the Adelaide Plains. 

We recognise and respect their 
cultural heritage, beliefs and 
relationship with the land. 

We acknowledge that they are 
of continuing importance to the 
Kaurna people living today.
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A Year Like No Other 
What a year it has been for all of us. 
The Australia Day Council of South 
Australia has had a very successful 
year despite all the challenges of 
COVID. We have met the challenges 
and have found innovative ways  
to ensure that our work was able  
to continue to shine throughout  
this period.

I would like to acknowledge and 
sincerely thank Dr James Muecke 
AM Australian of the Year 2020 and 
South of Australian of the Year 2020, 
Sylvia McMillan SA State Recipient 
South Australian of the Year 2020, 
Zibeon Fielding, SA State Recipient 
Young Australian of the Year 2020 
and Emmah Money, SA State 
Recipient Local Hero 2020. 

Acknowledgement of  
our partners
We take this opportunity to thank 
our supporters for attending our 
events and activities across the 
year and we particularly want 
to acknowledge and thank our 
strategic funding partners, sponsors, 
and members. Without your 
partnership, we would not be able 
to deliver these awards and event 
programs for our South Australian 
community. 

We particularly thank the Federal 
Government for their once off grant 
to enable us to conduct COVID 
safe events for the first part of 2021. 
We also acknowledge our funding 
partners the National Australia 
Day Council, the City of Adelaide 
and the State Government for their 
invaluable contribution to the work 
of the organisation. 

Australian of  
the Year Luncheon 
We were grateful to present the 
Australian of the Year Luncheon on 
11 June 2021. This was rescheduled 
from November 2020 and enabled 
us to pay tribute to the inspirational 
work of Dr James Muecke AM.  
He used this opportunity to express 
that his year as the Australian of  
the Year 2020 was a year like no 
other and posed the question  
“Who would want to be the 
Australian of the Year in the toughest 
year of our lives?” Despite how very 
difficult the year was for him, he 
went on to influence, advise and 
create impact across Australia with 
his important messaging about risk 
reduction of diabetes. 

SA Australian of the Year 
Presentation Evening 2020
The SA Australian of the Year Awards 
Presentation Evening in October 
2020 was a magnificent event. It 
was one of the first indoor seated 
events held in Adelaide since the 
emergence of COVID-19 restrictions. 
The nominations received were 
outstanding in each category and 
many people have commented 
that they had no idea some of 
these great South Australians were 
quietly going about their important 
work and demonstrating enormous 
impact locally, nationally and 
in some  instances globally.  We 
congratulate every person who 
was nominated for being a key 
part of these prestigious awards. 
We especially honour all of the 
successful recipients - 

SA State Recipient Australian  
of the Year 2021 - Tanya Hosch, 
Leader changemaker and 
visionary

SA State Recipient Senior 
Australian of the Year 2021 - 
Professor Richard Bruggemann, 
Disability advocate

SA State Recipient Young 
Australian of the Year 2021 -  
Isobel Marshall, Social 
entrepreneur

SA State Recipient Local Hero 
- Russell Ebert OAM, Respectful 
relationships advocate

A word from 
the Chair

Australia Day Council
of South Australia
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Inspiring Leaders recognised  
at Australia Day Awards 
Government House
We were also thrilled to announce 
at Government House the key 
awardees for Citizen of the Year. A 
man with strong advocacy for social 
justice issues, a young woman 
with drive to make the community 
more connected, a woman who 
has cared for vulnerable children 
as a foster carer for over 26 years 
and an individual who brought his 
community to safety during some 
of the most devastating bushfires 
Australia has encountered, are just 
a few of the outstanding citizens 
recognised in the Australia Day 
Awards for 2021. The Australia 
Day Awards acknowledge South 
Australians who enable their 
communities to be stronger as a 
result of their tireless efforts. These 
individuals offer outstanding 
service each day and so often this 
is invisible to us. They don’t do it 
for the praise or recognition - they 
do it simply because it makes a 
difference to the people of our 
community.

SA’s Citizen of the Year 2021  
- Craig Scott 

SA’s Citizen of the Year 2021 
(Commendation)  
– Julie-Ann Bennett

SA’s Young Citizen of the  
Year 2021 - Layan Mohammed 

SA’s Community Event  
of the Year 2021  
- Recycled Runway

SA’s Community Event  
of the Year 2021  
(Commendation)  
– Marilyn Jetty Swim

SA’s Award for  
Active Citizenship 2021  
- Adam Weinert 

SA’s Award for  
Active Citizenship 2021  
- Gurjinder Singh 

These citizens continue to make a 
difference in their communities.

Congratulations Isobel 
Marshall – Young Australian of 
the Year 2021
A heartfelt congratulations to 
Isobel Marshall who was named 
2021 Young Australian of the Year, 
in recognition of TABOO’s work to 
fight period poverty overseas and 
menstrual stigma here in Australia. 
When she was just 18, Isobel co-
founded TABOO with fellow South 
Australian Eloise Hall, to help women 
around the world by breaking down 
stigma around menstruation and 
providing greater access to hygiene 
products. Isobel and business 
partner Eloise crowd-funded 
$56,000 to launch their range of 
products in August 2019.

New Board members being 
appointed and Committees 
being formed – November
We warmly welcomed six members 
to the Board of the Australia Day 
Council of South Australia.

Arman Abrahimzadeh OAM, (re-
elected on ADCSA Board), Michelle 
Cox, Bruce Djite, Sarah Hooper, Ali 
Lockwood, Brad Manual and Aashish 
Wagley. We also had an election for 
new Board members and we would 
like to thank everyone for taking 
the time to nominate and vote in 
the election. This demonstrates 
a growing and sustained interest 
from multiple constituencies for 
the work that we are undertaking in 
South Australia. Governance is an 
important strategic objective of our 
organisation. To have attracted such 

Australia Day Council
of South Australia
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a great mix of skills and talents  
from community and business is  
an important step forward for our  
Board. We also look forward 
to working with the new Board 
members and others who have 
expressed interests in some of our 
important Committee work.

At the AGM we farewelled long term 
and proud supporter John Trainer 
OAM and Joel Bayliss a passionate 
First Nations man who brought 
valuable insights to our work. 

We were grateful also to Kirk 
Fernandez who was able to 
contribute for one year as an 
appointed member. 

Over the past twelve months 
we have farewelled, Cr Brandon 
Reynolds whose term was 
completed with ADCSA as the LGA 
representative. Also, Mr Norman 
Schueler OAM who has served on 
the Board representing SAMEAC 
for many years. His dedication 
and support to our organisation 
will be greatly missed. Arman 
Abrahimzadeh OAM and Simon 
Behenna have also made valuable 
contributions to the Board and due 
to work and family commitments 
were not able to extend their 
voluntary service to the Board.  
We sincerely thank each of them  
for their commitments over  
many years.

We were delighted to present 
Life Membership to former Board 
member Mr Steve Maras at the 
Australian of the Year Luncheon. 
Steve joins Mr Ron Green as a valued 
life member and recognise their 
generous support.

I wish to sincerely thank all past 
and current Board members for 
their commitment and dedication 
to the organisation. ADCSA 
governance and policies are 
consistently improved due to the 
rigour of our governance work. 
The time each Board member 
has dedicated includes, selection 
panels, governance and overseeing 
our strategic directions. We greatly 
appreciate the work of each 
individual board member and how 
they continue to ensure our focus 
remains on the capacity building of 
the organisation. 

The Board also wishes to express 
their immense gratitude to the CEO 
and her team who have done an 
incredible job in navigating a series 
of community engagements during 
COVID including an outstanding 
Australia Day. We have also been 
able to return a strong financial 
performance for this period due 
to strong fiscal management of 
finances and resourcing by the 
Administration. The organisation 
continues to strengthen its work 

across all our strategic objectives 
and the Board is proud of the 
outcomes the organisation has 
achieved through the leadership  
of our CEO.

I commend the Annual  
Review to each of you. 

 

Mr Peter Tsokas 
Chairperson
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A Year of Challenge 
and Change 

The Story of Us 
The 2020-2021 financial year has 
been incredibly tough for so many 
in our communities; the effects of 
drought, bushfires across the 2020 
summer, then the emergence of 
the COVID-19 pandemic from March 
2020. The pandemic’s ongoing 
impact has challenged every 
part of our community, causing 
personal anguish, and devastating 
our economy. Amidst the adversity, 
all over Australia we witnessed 
communities rallying together to 
support each other in times of crisis.  
I take considerable comfort from 
how our strong sense of community 
spirit has kept us united. Resilience is 
a big part of our story.

Governor’s Leadership 
Foundation
In May 2020 we were thrilled 
to partner with the Governor’s 
Leadership Foundation. Members  
of this team assisted our 
organisation by examining how 
we can deliver a future program of 
work that would explore Australia’s 
evolving national identity and the 
values that unite us.

Our Awards Program
Across June and July 2020, we 
encouraged our stakeholders and 
constituents to nominate people 
who go the extra mile, people whose 
leadership is invisible, but their work 
(paid or voluntary) is inestimable 
to the community. We all know the 

stories that lift us up, that take our 
breath away, that forces us to ask, 
‘how did they do that?’ The stalwart 
members of our communities 
out there every day contributing 
for something that they feel 
passionately about. People driven by 
their values are in our communities 
and we wanted to learn more about 
them. When I reflect on many of the 
previous South Australians of the 
Year and those that have gone on 
to become an Australian of the Year, 
these are people that inspire us, 
they are people that are filled with 
hope for our nation. 

Local Government 
Engagement
Across June, July and August 2020  
I visited a range of local 
governments and talked to the 
elected arm about the role of the 
Australia Day Council of SA and 
a strong desire to strengthen our 
partnerships. What struck me was 
the real commitment many elected 
members have expressed for their 
communities together with a strong 
sense of pride. They also were keen 
to see improved outcomes for all 
their citizens and they expressed 
the need to ensure inclusion and 
reconciliation are at the heart of 
our common aspirations for our 
communities. 

Across September – January  
ADCSA supported member Councils 
through the Local Government 
Australia Day 2021 Grants Program 
with new Australia Day Branding 
and Australia Day COVID safe 
events for 26 January 2021. Through 
this program 67 grants totalling 
$648,302.00 were approved to 

South Australian Councils and 
South Australian not for profit 
organisations.

As a result of this funding Councils 
across South Australia delivered 
82 COVID safe events that wove 
the Reflect, Respect, Celebrate 
Story of Us thematic for their local 
communities leading up to and on 
Australia Day 2021. Many of these 
experiences welcomed our newest 
Australians through citizenship 
ceremonies as well as honouring  
our inspiring community 
contributors and leaders through 
the Citizen of the Year Awards 
Program. These Awards recognise 
South Australians who enable their 
communities to be stronger as a 
result of their tireless efforts.

A word from 
the CEO
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Open Circle Discussion Group
We have also been very privileged 
to work alongside the Open Circle 
Discussion Group (a passionate 
group of First Nations Leaders and 
members) who have shaped the 
First Nations content for Australia 
Day 2021. This hard-working 
group have brought First Nations 
voices, much wisdom and strong 
advice as to how they would like 
to see Australia Day unfold. This 
is a key strategic objective of the 
organisation to place reconciliation 
at the centre of all that we do. 

Australia Day 2021
Australia Day 2021 was a different 
program of events due to COVID-19. 
The essence of the day was about 
community spirit and weaving the 
Reflect, Respect and Celebrate 
thematic.

While there was a significant 
change to our 2021 Australia Day 
program, we still hosted a stellar 
line up of community events. 
We combined music, food and 
performance at the Adelaide 
Central Market that reflected the 
“Stories of Us across Thursday 21 
January to Saturday 23 January. 
We brought Rundle Mall to life with 
a euphony of sounds and sights 
that told the Stories of Us across 
Saturday 2 January to Tuesday 26 
January - we reflected, respected, 

Australia Day Ambassadors
We held a cultural conversations 
workshop in August 2020 with our 
Australia Day Ambassadors. At this 
workshop we reflected across the 
first six months of 2020 post Australia 
Day to August. Our Ambassadors 
commented that during this time 
they have seen the very best of 
people “pitching in” and going out 
of their way to help others especially 
extending the arm of friendship and 
support to those doing it tough.  
I would like to especially thank our 
Australia Day Ambassadors for their 
generosity leading up to and on 
Australia Day 2021 – we were thrilled 
to allocate 32 Australia Day Council 
of South Australia Ambassadors 
to be part of Council activities. 
These inspiring community leaders 
through their fields of expertise add 
their wisdom as well as engage and 
connect with the local communities. 

Volunteers
South Australia has for many years 
been a leader in the number of 
volunteers that actively participate 
across the State. Each day 
volunteers serve the community 
and therefore build capacity for 
our communities and deepen the 
breadth of what is possible including 
extending the arm of service beyond 
the confines of any agency that 
would struggle to exist without the 
enormous contribution of volunteers. 
We were honoured to have the 
opportunity to welcome so many 
new volunteers this past year who 
generously contributed across all 
areas of our work. Our organisation 
is dependent on volunteers who are 
the lifeblood of ADCSA.

and celebrated through a free daily 
program of live music, storytelling, 
and participatory art.

Once again, we have delivered 
with the upmost compassion the 
Mourning in the Morning Smoking 
Ceremony curated by Gina 
Rings, First Nations Producer. The 
morning of 26 January provided 
a meaningful example of what 
it can look like when we open 
our minds and hearts, when First 
Nations people voices are heard 
and truth telling is at the core of 
this day. This powerful ceremony 
brings people together to own 
our past and honour our First 
Nations People - their struggle 
and future hopes. This honouring 
was demonstrated through our 
speakers and performers. The 
moving performance by Dusty 
Feet Mob ‘Took the Children Away’ 
was emotional and fitting for the 
event followed by world class 
singer song writer Glenn Skuthorpe. 
Rosemary Wanganeen delivered 
a speech that was powerful and 
something to remember for years 
to come. Mourning in the Morning 
Smoking Ceremony 2021 has been 
considered one of the best to date. 
We at ADCSA are proud to be part 
of making this ceremony a fixture to 
the Australia Day events and honour 
our First Nations contributors and 
leaders involved.

A word from 
the CEO continued



7

Australia Day Council
of South Australia

Australia Day Council
of South Australia

Aus Day in the Arena was the 
finale piece in our Australia Day 
2021 program and was a time to 
acknowledge our First Nations 
peoples, diverse community 
and heroic frontline workers. Two 
performances featuring the stylised 
Intercultural parade, Iwiri Choir, Dusty 
Feet Mob and the rich experience 
of the Australian Girls’ Choir in 
collaboration with Nexus Orchestra, 
Tutti Choir and the brilliant Birds of 
Tokyo. We also paid respect to our 
first responders who have enabled 
South Australians to remain safe 
during drought, bushfires and 
COVID-19.

Australia Day reveals so much 
about ourselves as a nation. The 
day itself calls for all of us to reflect 
on our foundational story and 
our national identity. It remains 
clear we are as a country still 
wrestling with our identity. As we 
acknowledged Australia Day 2021, 
we were able to bring together over 
834 people who worked so hard 
to create for the South Australian 
community a day of meaning, 
ensuring our First Nations voices, our 
intercultural communities and all 
our programming was inclusive of 
communities and diverse peoples. 
We were also thrilled to support 
Local Government across the state, 
recognising their initiatives and 
enabling access to NADC COVID 
safe grants. Over 85 events were 
hosted by Councils with either 
Citizenship, Citizens of the Year 
ceremonies or events that were 
reflective and acknowledging of the 
centrality of community cohesion.

With our sincerest gratitude to 
all members of our communities 
for your participation. We also 
especially thank our sponsors and 
partners without their support we 
could not have created such diverse 
content that impacted so widely 
across the State. 

Australian of 
the Year Luncheon 
The highly successful Australian  
of the Year luncheon featuring  
Dr James Muecke AM and Stan 
Grant occurred in June. James’ 
compelling speech to mitigate 
against the development of 
diabetes was insightful. Stan offered 
a deeply reflective speech “Australia 
is more than a day, it is more than 
a date - whatever that date may 
be - moving the date or abolishing 
Australia Day does not answer the 
question, who are we?” Stan then 
posed some questions for us all 
to contemplate. “How do we go 
forward? How do we build a country 
for all? Who are we? That is what I 
ask? These are questions that we 
can all consider as it goes to the 
heart of our national identity.

Expression of Gratitude
It is with immense gratitude that 
I thank the Board of the Australia 
Day Council of South Australia for 
the opportunity to serve the Board 
and receive their wise counsel 
and strategic directions. I also 
express enormous gratitude to our 
dedicated and passionate team 
who have excelled across the year 
in ensuring that we could embrace 
the many challenges. Our team 
have demonstrated extraordinary 
resilience enabling the illumination 
of our story to be expressed 
including our inspiring leaders  
and showcasing our communities  
in our State. 

 

Jan Chorley 
Chief Executive Officer
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Australia Day Awards
Premier of South Australia, Governor of South Australia and 
CEO ADCSA with recipients from Citizen of the Year Award, 
Inspiring South Australian Women’s Award and  
Award for Leadership in Languages and Cultures



Australia Day Council
of South Australia
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Key  
Highlights

Australian of  
the Year Exhibition
24 August – 8 November 2020

The Australian of the Year Exhibition 
travels across the nation and 
is developed from the National 
Museum of Australia in collaboration 
with the National Australia Day 
Council. The University of Adelaide 
proudly hosted the Australian of the 
Year Exhibition for 2020 and paid 
tribute to the eight extraordinary 
state and territory recipients of 
the 2020 Australian of the Year 
Awards, including national winner 
Dr James Muecke AM. The exhibition 
is an opportunity for the public to 
learn about the recipients stories, 
aspirations and experiences through 
objects of personal significance. On 
the 25 September a VIP Reception 
was held in the Barr Smith Library to 
honour the exhibition and  
Dr James Muecke AM. 

SA Australian of 
the Year Awards 
Presentation Evening
12 October 2020

Each year the Australian of the Year 
Awards celebrate the achievement 
and contribution of inspiring 
Australians. These awards honour 
incredible Australians who have 
gone the extra mile to create 
a better country for us all. Over 
420 people attended the South 
Australian Presentation Evening 
held at the iconic Adelaide Oval, 
announcing the four finalists 
who would represent our State 
in Canberra for the National 
Announcement. The Honourable 
Steven Marshall MP, Premier of 
South Australia and His Excellency 
the Honourable Hieu Van Le 
AC, Governor of South Australia 
presented the sixteen recipients  
with their awards.

Thank you to the Government 
of South Australia and National 
Australia Day Council.

Australian of the Year 
Public Lecture
19 October 2020

In partnership with The University of 
Adelaide we presented an insightful 
Australian of the Year Public Lecture 
featuring Australian of the Year 2020, 
Dr James Muecke AM and a panel 
including the SA State Recipient 
Local Hero 2020, Emmah Money.

Keynote speaker Dr Muecke 
presented ‘Blinded By Sugar’ which 
discussed why type 2 diabetes is a 
growing worldwide epidemic and 
explored a number of strategies to 
curb the toxic impact of sugar on  
our health and on our world.  
50 people attended the event  
in person and over 230 people  
joined the lecture online.

Australian of  
the Year Luncheon
11 June 2021

We welcomed over 400 people in 
the Adelaide Convention Centre to 
hear from Dr James Muecke AM, 
Australian of the Year 2020 and  
Mr Stan Grant, Indigenous Affairs 
Editor for ABC Australia. The event 
thematic ‘Australia, do we want to 
be a nation that turns a blind eye’ 
explored our national identity and 
what it means to be an Australian 
of the Year during one of our most 
challenging years for so many. 
Our speakers were deeply moving, 
thought provoking, at times 
humorous and left us feeling much 
hope towards our future. 

The event opened with a heart-
warming and uplifting Welcome to 
Country provided by Kaurna Elder, 
Rosemary Kudnarto Wanganeen 
and Acknowledgement of Country 
by Donna Stewart. We were 
thrilled to showcase a powerful 
performance from DyspOra - 
Gabriel Erjok Akon SA Nominee 
Young Australian of the Year 
2020. Young emerging talent was 
also represented by saxophone 
ensemble comprising of senior 
students from St Peter’s College.

We were proud to align with 
presenting partner Reconciliation 
South Australia and support 
partners Adelaide Cemeteries 
Authority, The University of Adelaide, 
St Peter’s College and Boileau 
Business Technology.

“It is critical for our country to have 
hard conversations. To talk about 
those things that unsettle us. To tell 
the truth of history yet find a way 
to live beyond the chains of that 
history. I’m honoured to be able to 
give this talk and ask how we as a 
nation can be better.” - Stan Grant.

Events
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21Australia Day Awards

18 January 2021

A man with strong advocacy for 
social justice issues, a young woman 
with drive to make the community 
more connected, a woman who 
has cared for vulnerable children 
as a foster carer for over 26 years 
and an individual who brought his 
community to safety during some 
of the most devastating bushfires 
Australia has encountered, are just 
a few of the outstanding citizens 
recognised in the Australia Day 
Awards for 2021.

The Australia Day Awards 
acknowledge South Australians 
who enable their communities 
to be stronger as a result of their 
tireless efforts. These individuals 
offer outstanding service each 
day and so often this is invisible to 
us. They don’t do it for the praise 
or recognition - they do it simply 
because it makes a difference to the 
people of our community.

His Excellency the Honourable 
Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South 
Australia, once again hosted the 
Australia Day Awards and presented 
the South Australian Citizen of the 
Year, Young Citizen of the Year, 
Community Event of the Year and 
Award for Active Citizenship. The 
Inspiring South Australian Women 
Award and Award for Leadership 
in Languages and Cultures 
recipients were also proclaimed 
and presented by The Honourable 
Michelle Lensink MLC, Minister for 
Human Services.

The Australia Day State Citizen of the 
Year Awards are proudly presented 
by Local Government Association 
of South Australia, MGA Insurance, 
SARAH Constructions and On the 
Run, and administrated by local 
councils across South Australia.

Smoking  
Ceremony
26 January 2021

Once again we have delivered 
with the upmost compassion 
the ‘Mourning in the Morning’ 
Smoking Ceremony curated by 
Gina Rings, First Nations Producer 
and in response to the Open 
Circle Discussion Group. The 
morning of 26 January provided 
a meaningful example of what it 
can look like when we open our 
minds and hearts and hear First 
Nations people speak about truth 
telling. This powerful ceremony 
brings people together to own 
our past and honour our First 
Nations People - their struggle and 
future hopes. This honouring was 
demonstrated through our speakers 
and performers. Our MC Zibeon 
Fielding was a wonderful addition to 
welcome everyone gathered. Zibeon 
was followed by Uncle Moogy 
Sumner and Kaurna Elder Lynette 
Crocker. The moving performance 
by Dusty Feet Mob ‘Took the Children 
Away’ was emotional and fitting 
for the event followed by world 
class singer song writer Glenn 
Skuthorpe. Kaurna Elder, Rosemary 
Kudnarto Wanganeen delivered a 

speech that was spine tingling and 
something to remember for years 
to come. This year’s ‘Mourning in the 
Morning’ Smoking Ceremony has 
been considered one of the best to 
date. We at the ADCSA are proud to 
be part of making this ceremony a 
fixture to the Australia Day events 
and honour our First Nations 
contributors and leaders involved. 
Until next year. 

The ‘Mourning in the Morning’ 
Smoking Ceremony was presented 
in partnership with SA Power 
Networks, City of Adelaide and 
SARAH Constructions with support 
from the Australian Government, 
National Australia Day Council, 
and supported by a grant from the 
Government of South Australia.
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Young Australian of the Year 2021 
Isobel Marshall
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Aus Day in the Arena 
First responders participating in Aus Day Parade 2021
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Key  
Highlights

Aus Day  
in the Market
21 January to 23 January 2021

Nothing connects us more 
than food. Aus Day in the 
Market delivered the stories of 
us through a smorgasbord of 
intercultural conversations, cooking 
demonstrations and performances 
in lead up to Australia Day from 
Thursday 21 January to Saturday  
23 January 2021 in the Adelaide 
Central Market.

This inaugural activation to the 
Aus Day program featured shared 
stories on food and culture from 
31 of our diverse community 
organisations across our state. 

Aus Day in the Market was presented 
in partnership with the City of 
Adelaide, Adelaide Central Market 
and SA Power Networks, with support 
from the Australian Government, 
National Australia Day Council, 
and supported by a grant from the 
Government of South Australia.

Aus Day  
in the Mall
23 January to 26 January 2021

Rundle Mall came alive in the  
lead up to Australia Day with a 
euphony of sights and sounds that 
told the story of us. This inaugural 
activation opened on Saturday  
23 January and ran until Tuesday  
26 January 2021. 

We reflected, respected and 
celebrated through a free daily 
program of live music, storytelling 
and participatory art. Over 
25 intercultural community 
organisations were featured 
across this 4-day program truly 
representing our diverse story of 
South Australia and our nation.

Aus Day in the Mall was presented 
in partnership with the City of 
Adelaide, Boomerang International 
Educational Services and SA 
Power Networks, with support 
from the Australian Government, 
National Australia Day Council, 
and supported by a grant from the 
Government of South Australia.

Aus Day  
in the Arena
26 January 2021

From roof-raising performances 
by Birds of Tokyo and a 15-piece 
multicultural orchestra to a 
mesmerising Welcome to Country 
and a parade honouring our 
essential workers, Aus Day in the 
Arena was a fitting way to kick 
off 2021. Two performances and 
a limited capacity meant our 
audiences could enjoy live music  
in a spectacular arena setting – 
many for the first time since COVID 
restrictions were introduced in 2020. 

Aus Day in the Arena was presented 
in partnership with Aus Diamond 
Mining, Boomerang International 
Educational Services, SA Power 
Networks and Vili’s with support from 
the Australian Government through 
the National Australia Day Council 
and supported by a grant from the 
Government of South Australia.

Aus Day  
across the State
There were many ways the 
local communities across South 
Australia marked Australia Day 
for 2021. 66 ADCSA member SA 
Councils delivered 82 Australia 
Day COVID safe events including 
citizenship ceremonies, Citizen of 
the Year Award presentations and 
community activities.

Events
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Testimonials 20 
21The program from the  

market to the mall have  
been very engaging, respectful 
and moving, the Smoking 
Ceremony ‘’Mourning in the 
Morning” was so moving and 
powerful and an incredible 
way to start Australia Day 
- ADCSA has pulled off a 
wonderful celebration of We’re 
All Part of the Story through 
incredibly volatile  
and uncertain times”.
Australia Day Program  
Survey Respondent 2021

“

Aus Day in the Arena!  
What a wonderful way 
to reflect on, respect and 
celebrate our indigenous 
heritage, our multicultural 
nation and the tireless workers 
who helped us survive 2020. 
Capped off by one of my 
favourite bands - ‘Birds of 
Tokyo’!  Made this aged  
soul’s day!”
Australia Day Program  
Survey Respondent 2021

“

One of the best 
moments of my life 
I was honoured and 
absolutely thrilled to 
be part of such an 
amazing program.”
Australia Day Program  
Survey Respondent 2021

“

A truly spectacular lunch. 
The speeches really 
took the conversation of 
Australia Day and who we 
are forward in a respectful 
and extraordinary way. 
Congratulations  
all round.”
Australian of the Year Luncheon  
Survey Respondent 2021

“

One of the happiest 
days of my life”
Kanthi Kumar, Australia Day Council  
of South Australia Volunteer

“
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Australian of  
the Year Luncheon
Dr James Muecke AM,  
Australian of the Year 2020 and  
Mr Stan Grant, Indigenous Affairs 
Editor for ABC Australia. 
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It is critical for our country  
to have hard conversations. 
To talk about those things that 
unsettle us. To tell the truth 
of history yet find a way to 
live beyond the chains of that 
history. I’m honoured to be 
able to give this talk and ask 
how we as a nation  
can be better.” 

Stan Grant

“
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Impact at 
a Glance

Australia Day Council
of South Australia

reached
40,000 

participants  
in the parade

1,100 
Australia Day Program 2021 

Income Sources + Expenses

INCOME
$2,357,038

value of volunteer 
contribution

$140,250 
hours 
worked

5,610 

volunteers
165 

Grants
Sponsorship
Programs & Partnership
Product Sales
Subscriptions
Other income

INCOME

Operating Costs
Cost of Goods Sold
Office Costs
Staff Costs
Events & Programs

EXPENSE

ethnicities 
involved in 
the parade

first responders and 
frontline workers 
involved in the parade

48 70
diverse 
community 
groups 
involved in 
the parade

110
volunteers
150

EXPENSE
$2,135,141
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Citizen  
of the Year  
Awards Participating 

Councils

66 Promoting 
active 
citizenship 
across South 
Australia

SA Australian of  
the Year Awards 
Presentation Evening

Australian of  
the Year Luncheon

Australia  
Day Awards 

Smoking  
Ceremony

Aus Day  
in the Arena 

Across SA  
Community Events

Grants for  
Local Government  
and Non-For-Profit 
Organisations  
totalling $648,302

420
410
360
1k
COVID Safe

10k
COVID Safe

82
COVID Safe

67
COVID Safe

Australia Day 
Program Event 
attendance

Australia Day 
Ambassadors

Ambassadors 
travelled across 
South Australia 
to participate 
in community 
Australia Day 
events

Social Media
Australia Day in South Australia  
Facebook Page @AustraliaDaySA

Livestreaming

13,201  
people like

230 
viewers

578 
viewers

684 
viewers

570k 
viewers

Australian of the Year 
Public Lecture featuring 
Dr James Muecke AM

2021 SA Australian  
of the Year  
Presentation Evening

‘Mourning  
in the Morning’  
Smoking Ceremony

National Australian of 
the Year Ceremony
Announcing Isobel Marshall  
as Young Australian  
of the Year 2021

13,378  
people follow

 travellled

9,344km

32
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Smoking Ceremony
Dusty Feet Mob performing ‘Took the Children Away’
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Key  
Highlights

The Australian  
of the Year Awards
The finalists recognised through the 
Australian of the Year Awards inspire 
us through their achievements 
and challenge us to make our own 
contribution to creating a better 
Australia. These awards are an 
opportunity for all Australians to 
recognise someone who makes 
them proud.

Australian of the 
Year 2021 (SA)

Recipient: Tanya Hosch 
- Leader, changemaker  
and visionary

Jennifer Howard 
- CEO and founder  
of Safe Pets Safe Families

Dr Joy O’Hazy 
- Doctor and initiator  
of Birthing Kits

Professor Nicola Spurrier 
- Chief Public Health Officer, 
paediatrician and physician

Senior Australian  
of the Year 2021 (SA)

Recipient: Professor Richard 
Bruggemann 
- Disability advocate

Dr David Squirrell 
- Advocate for the  
vision impaired

Pamela Catcheside 
- Mycologist

Peter Mungkuri OAM 
- Artist and cultural leader

Young Australian  
of the Year 2021 (SA)

Recipient: Isobel Marshall 
- Social entrepreneur

Alicia Beik 
- Businesswoman and  
migrant activist

Holly Scott 
- Road safety advocate

Tori Marshall 
- Founder and director  
of Lift Up Voices

Australia’s Local Hero 2021 (SA)

Recipient: Russell Ebert OAM 
- Respectful relationships  
advocate

Craig Scott 
- President of Goodwood  
Saints Football Club

Melanie Tate 
- CEO and founder  
Puddle Jumpers Inc.

Rodney O’Brien 
- Kaurna Cultural Advisor  
at the University of Adelaide

The Australia Day 
Citizen of the  
Year Awards
The Australia Day Citizen of the Year 
Awards was again a very successful 
program in unearthing and 
celebrating the achievements  
of remarkable local individuals 
across our regions, that place 
others need before their own and in 
doing so go above and beyond in 
enriching their local communities. 

We continued our successful 
partnerships with the Local 
Government Association of South 
Australia, Sarah Constructions,  
On the Run (OTR) and welcoming  
a new partnership with MGA 
Insurance. 

The recipients for 2021 were:

South Australia’s  
Citizen of the Year

Craig Scott (City of Unley)

South Australia’s Citizen  
of the Year (Commendation)

Julie-Ann Bennett  
(Campbelltown City Council)

South Australia’s Young  
Citizen of the Year

Layan Mohammed  
(City of Charles Sturt)

South Australia’s Community 
Event of the Year

Recycled Runway  
(City of Mount Gambier)

South Australia’s Community 
Event of the Year (Commendation)

Marilyn Jetty Swim  
(City of Holdfast Bay)

South Australia’s Award  
for Active Citizenship

Gurjinder Singh  
(City of West Torrens)

Adam Weinert  
(Adelaide Hills Council)

Programs
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The Award for 
Leadership in 
Languages and 
Cultures
Held in partnership with the 
Minister for Education through 
the Multicultural Education and 
Languages Committee (MELC),  
this award is for a person aged  
24 years or younger who has  
shown a commitment to advocacy 
for a multicultural Australia.

Category 1  
Recipient

Samoda Silva

Category 1  
Commendation

Jasmine Kaur

Category 2  
Recipient

Wathnak Vy

Category 2  
Commendation

Thuyen Ha

Inspiring South 
Australian Women
In partnership with the Office 
for Women, the Inspiring South 
Australian Women Award is about 
celebrating and recognising 
exceptional South Australian women 
who act as role models and inspire 
us through their accomplishments 
and contribution to the community.

Award Recipient

Dawn Jennings

Emerging Leader Award  
- Dual Recipients

Caylin Bristow and Laura Campbell 

Emerging Leader Award  
- Commendation

Kaitlin Purcell

Australia Day 
Ambassador 
Program
The Australia Day Ambassador 
Program is the cornerstone of 
local Australia Day celebrations. 
Each year over 300 Ambassadors 
generously volunteer their time 
and energy to visit regional 
and metropolitan areas across 
the nation to inspire and unite 
communities.

Our Ambassadors are inspirational 
and deeply respected community 
leaders within South Australia.  
These individuals embrace 
communities, share insights from 
their varied lived experiences, reflect 
on who we are as a nation and 
celebrate our diversity.

Australia Day Ambassadors

Name Destination on Australia Day 2020

Adelaide Hills Council Shazia Choudhry

Adelaide Plains Council Bill Denny AM BM

Campbelltown City Council Mem Fox AM

City of Adelaide Edgar Agius OAM JP

City of Adelaide Professor Rob Morrison OAM

City of Charles Sturt Jenny Williams 

City of Holdfast Bay Katrina Webb OAM

City of Marion John Raymond Shepherd AM

City of Norwood Payneham and St Peters Vikram Madan OAM VSM

City of Playford Dr Bill Griggs AM ASM

City of Prospect Ivan Copley OAM

City of Unley Joel Bayliss

City of West Torrens Carole Whitelock

Clare & Gilbert Valleys Council Cate Fowler AM

Coorong District Council - Tailem Bend Lynn Hill

Coorong District Council - Tintinara Lynn Hill

District Council of Cleve Ingrid Kennerley

District Council of Elliston Michael O'Connell AM APM

District Council of Grant Joseph and Caitlin McMahon

District Council of Karoonda East Murray Peter Goers OAM

District Council of Yankalilla Anthony Fioravanti

Light Regional Council Professor Alison Mackinnon AM

Mount Barker District Council David Malinda

Port Augusta City Council Vicky Welgraven

Port Pirie Regional Council Kate Swaffer

Southern Mallee District Council - Pinnaroo Bruce Macky

Southern Mallee District Council - Lameroo Michele Lally

Tatiara District Council Professor Peter Langridge 

The Barossa Council Wayne Anthoney OAM

The Rural City of Murray Bridge Dr Bob Irving

Wakefield Regional Council Paul Rosenzweig

Wattle Range Council Samela Harris

Yorke Peninsula Council Michael Angelakis AM JP

20 
21
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Aus Day in the Market
Dorothy Oats, Kevin Kropinyeri and Rosa Matto



27

Australia Day Council
of South Australia



28 Australia Day Council of South Australia Annual Review 2020-2021

Partnerships  
and Sponsors 

Partnerships and 
sponsorships are  
vital for events and  
program delivered 
by the Australia Day 
Council of South 
Australia. We would  
like to thank the 
following sponsors 
and partners for their 
generous support.  

Partners 
Government of South Australia

Multicultural SA

National Australia Day Council

City of Adelaide

Local Government in  
South Australia

Office for Women

Minister for Education through 
the Multicultural Education and 
Languages Committee (MELC)

Sponsors
Adelaide Central Market
 Aus Day in the Market

Adelaide Cemeteries Authority
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Adelaide Venue Management 
 Aus Day in the Arena

 Australian of the Year Luncheon 

Aus Diamond Mining
 Aus Day in the Arena

Boileau Business Technology 
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Boomerang International 
Educational Services 
 Aus Day in the Mall

 Aus Day in the Arena

Campfire
 Aus Day in the Arena

EventWise 
 Australia Day Program 2021

Short Event Productions
 Australia Day Program 2021

Coopers Brewery
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Local Government Association  
of South Australia 
 Citizen of the Year Awards

MGA Insurance 
 Citizen of the Year Awards

Novatech Creative  
Event Technology 
 Aus Day in the Arena

OJO Creative 
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Peregrine Corporation (OTR) 
 Citizen of the Year Awards

Pernod Ricard Winemakers  
(Jacobs Creek) 
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Reconciliation SA
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

SA Power Networks
 Smoking Ceremony

Sarah Constructions 
 Citizen of the Year Awards  

and Smoking Ceremony

St Peter’s College
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

University of Adelaide
 Australian of the Year Luncheon

Vili’s Family Bakery 
 Aus Day in the Arena

Visual Com
 Australia Day Program 2021

 Australian of the Year Luncheon 

Special Thanks
Volunteers

A heartfelt thank you to all our 
selfless and generous volunteers  
who go above and beyond to 
support our community. We couldn’t 
do what we do without your passion 
and commitment.

We want to thank Emergency 
Services/First Responders through 
Aus Day in the Arena.

Australian Defence Force

South Australian Police

Health Workers

MFS and CFS

Teachers

Australian Defence Force

Salute to Australia  
– 26 January 2021
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Governance
The Board of Management is the 
governing body of the Australia Day 
Council of South Australia. In the  
year 2020 – 2021 the Board 
comprised of the following  
members:

Mr Peter Tsokas (Chairperson)

Ms Fiona Dorman  
(Deputy Chairperson)

Cr Brandon Reynolds  
(Deputy Chairperson)  
– term completed 30 June 2021

Mr Aashish Wagley (Treasurer)

Mr Arman Abrahimzadeh OAM  
– resigned April 2021

Mr Simon Behenna  
– resigned February 2021

Ms Michelle Cox

Mr Bruce Djite

Ms Ali Lockwood

Mr Norman Schuler OAM  
– resigned June 2021

Hon Jing Lee MLC

Cr Simon Hou

Ms Sarah Hooper  
– Appointed Member  
January 2021

Ms Sally Scales  
– resigned December 2020

Mr Brad Manuel  
– Appointed Member  
February 2021

The ADCSA Board met on 7 
occasions. Meetings were held on 
Wednesday evenings at ADCSA 
Offices or at the City of Unley  
Council Chambers.

21 October 2020

11 November 2020

9 December 2020

13 January 2021

10 February 2021

14 April 2021

9 June 2021

The Sponsorship, Membership 
and Merchandising Committee 
have met on two (2) occasions 
since the establishment of the 
Committee. The purpose of the 
Committee is to provide assistance 
and expertise in the development 
and implementation of effective 
Sponsorship, Membership and 
Merchandising plans for the 
Australia Day Council of SA Inc 
(ADCSA Inc) in support of the 
organisation’s goals and Strategic 
Plan and to oversee successful 
ADCSA Inc events.

The Committee comprises four (4) 
Board Members and two (2)  
external members.

The Governance Committee have 
met on two (2) occasions since the 
establishment of the Committee. 
The purpose of the Corporate 
Governance Committee is to 
assist the Board of Management 
(The Board) to fulfil its corporate 
governance responsibilities.

BOARD ATTENDANCE - 2020 AND 2021

Member October November December January February April June

P Tsokas √ √ √ √ √ √ √

F Dorman √ √ √ Telephone √ Telephone √

B Reynolds √ √ √ Telephone Telephone √ √

A Wagley Appointed Member January √ √ √ √

A Abrahimzadeh √ Apology Apology √ Apology Resigned

S Behenna √ Apology √ Absent Resigned

M Cox √ √ √ √ √ √ Telephone

B Djite √ √ Apology Telephone Apology Apology √

A Lockwood √ √ √ Telephone √ √ √

N Schueler Apology √ Apology √ √ Apology Resigned

Premier’s Rep ** Apology Apology Apology Apology Apology Absent Apology

S Hou √ Apology Absent √ √ Apology Apology

S Hooper Appointed Member January √ √ √ √

S Scales √ √ √ Resigned

B Manuel Appointed Member February √ √ Apology √

** Note: The ADCSA Board meetings usually coincide with Parliamentary Sitting Dates.

20 
21
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2021 Australian of the Year Awards
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Corporate Club

Platinum

Intract Australia Pty Ltd

Gold

Build Tec Services P/L

Karidis Corporation

Maras Group (Aust) Pty Ltd

Normetals

Seeley International

Silver

Jarrett Indoor Plant Hire

Rocco Giglio P/L

Small Business

Alfred James & Sons

Algo Más Marketing

Assoc. of Independent Schools of South Australia  

Blackman Mansfield Recruitment 

Boomerang International Educational Services

Centennial Park Cemetery Authority

Community Corporate 

Coopers Brewery 

Crosby Dalwood 

Des's Minibus 

Heart and Soul Group

Multicultural Youth SA 

Romeo's Foodland North Adelaide

SA Shoulder Pavers Pty Ltd 

Terry White Chemist – Cumberland Park

Community Membership

Multicultural Communities Council of SA

Government Entity

City of Unley

Life Members

Mr Ron Green

Mr Steve Maras

Councils
City of Adelaide

Adelaide Hills Council

Adelaide Plains

Alexandrina Council

Barossa Council

Barunga West Council

Berri Barmera Council

Burnside City Council

Campbelltown City Council

Ceduna District Council

Charles Sturt City Council

Clare & Gilbert Valleys District

Cleve District Council

Cooper Pedy Council

Coorong District Council

Copper Coast District Council

District Council of Coober Pedy

Elliston District Council

Flinders Ranges Council

Franklin Harbour District Council

Gawler Town Council

Goyder Regional Council

Grant District Council

Holdfast Bay City Council

Kangaroo Island District Council

Karoonda-East Murray District

Kimba District Council

Kingston City Council

Light Regional Council

Lower Eyre Peninsula District

Loxton Waikerie District Council

Marion City Council

Mid Murray District Council

Mitcham City Council

Mount Barker District Council

Mount Gambier City Council

The Rural City of Murray Bridge

Naracoorte Lucindale Council

Northern Areas District Council

Norwood Payneham & St Peters Council

Onkaparinga City Council

Orroroo Carrieton District Council

Outback Communities Authority

Peterborough District Council

Playford City Council

Port Adelaide Enfield City Council

Port Augusta City Council

Port Lincoln City Council

Port Pirie Regional Council

Prospect City Council

Robe District Council

Roxby Downs Council

Salisbury City Council

Southern Mallee District Council

Streaky Bay District Council

Tatiara District Council

Tea Tree Gully City Council

Tumby Bay District Council

Unley City Council

Victor Harbor City Council

Walkerville Town Council

Wakefield Regional Council

Wattle Range Council

West Torrens City Council

Whyalla City Council 

Wudinna District Council

Yankalilla District Council

Yorke Peninsula District Council

61 individual  
members

Members, Sponsors 
and Supporters



S U P P O R T I N G  P A R T N E R S

Support Partners across Australian of the Year Exhibition, Australian of the Year Public 
Lecture, Smoking Ceremony, Aus Day in the Market, Aus Day in the Mall, 

Aus Day in the Arena, Citizen of the Year Awards, Australian of the Year Luncheon

F U N D I N G  A N D  S T R A T E G I C  P A R T N E R S

The Australia Day Council of South Australia 
extends our thanks to the following partners for their generous support

Venue and event assistance partners across our 2020/2021 program

Citizen of the
year Awards
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