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Australia Day 2021 speech by David Malinda 
 

The Mayor- Ann Ferguson, Council Members and the CEO of Mt Baker District 
Council- Andrew Stuart, Member of Parliament : Mr Dan Cregan MP, member 
for Kavel, The District Services, Honoured guests & Visitors to the Adelaide Hills 
District, Children, Ladies and gentlemen.  

 
Mistakes are made, so if I missed any one please pardon me.  Just a special mention:  
Thanks to Ms Chloe Head for making constant contact to me to make my visit as 
smooth as possible. That tells something about the council’s staff and for that matter 
the people of Adelaide Hills District in general. Thank you all for inviting me as your 
Ambassador this 2021 Australia Day. 
 
Firstly, I acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians on whose ancestral land 
we are meeting here today. We acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment and 
relationship of Aboriginal people to country. We also pay respects to the cultural 
authority of Aboriginal people visiting/attending from other areas of South 
Australia/Australia present here.  
 
GREAT TO BE AN AUSTRALIA DAY AMBASSADOR in this part of Australia. What a 
place to be on Australia Day. I have been an admirer of the Hills for the last 40 years. 
Whenever we needed to go for a drive, I requested my wife to start at the hills and 
go around. In the last 4 months alone, we have been in the hills 9 times. It is our 
favourite part of the state. 
 
Now I turn to my philosophy. It is important to have a philosophy in life. I believe 
that people should have a philosophy to live by. From my peasant parents, I learned 
that “When you make one step, you know you are moving and you will eventually get 
there if you don’t stop and give up”. I live by this philosophy. I am sure all of you here 
have conviction and philosophies to admire. But I should like to warn that 
“Opportunity is missed by most people, because it comes dressed in overalls and 
looks like hard work!”  
 
Well, to me, 26th January is not only a public holiday, but a day when Australia, as a 
nation, can come together as one to celebrate Australia and what it means to be 
Australian. We do celebrate all the great things about Australia: our diverse people 
who have come from far and near to join our dear indigenous brothers and sisters, 
the land, sense of a fair go, lifestyle, and freedoms we all enjoy. Australia Day is a day 
to reflect on our national journey: acknowledge our past, reflect on our present and 
look together to our future without leaving anyone behind.  
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Without future vision we have no future generation. This is a day we are all 
committed to making Australia an even greater and better place, and we will keep 
going. In short, Australia Day should be a time to celebrate multiculturalism and the 
contributions Australians from all backgrounds have made. Unfortunately, I can’t 
help my scientific language where I have to remind you that, “Happiness is not a 
goal, it is a by-product” . We have to work harder and try to put the past in a closed 
basket. 
 

Aside from the lawful indigenous custodians of this land, people came to Australia in different 

circumstances. But in whichever capacity we arrived in this country, we must remember equality, 

respect and fair go are the foundations to which our future as a nation needs to be cemented on. My 

Mentor Nelson Mandela once said, “My dream would be a multicultural society, one 

that is diverse and where every man, woman and child are treated equally. I 

dream of a world where all people of all races live and work together in 

harmony”. 

Personally, I believe the world has shrunk to a big village and the people of this world 
belong to each other and should cherish each other, otherwise we perish together. 
Immigrants from all backgrounds have immensely contributed to our nation and we 
should appreciate that a rich and prosperous country such as ours has a moral and 
global responsibility to share our resources.  
 
Now my journey of a lifetime told in less than 2 minutes:  
 
I was born in Kenya 75 years ago in a peasant family. Mother and father never went 
to school, but they believed that education was the only ladder to success and happy 
life. They pushed me very hard to succeed. I remember I used to come home from 
school, have something to eat and vanish in the bush where I laid to read. I guess it 
was one way of avoiding wood collection or going to the river to fetch water for the 
family! Luckily for me I had siblings to do these jobs. My peasant family did not have 
enough money to educate me. Fortunately, we had a big garden situated near a river. 
I made sure I grew enough vegetables to sell to pay for my school fees, uniform and 
some pocket money (Approx $1 per week). Imagine, Gardening was my TV, my 
computer and my radio! That is how I managed primary and secondary education, a 
different kind of conviction. We need to start teaching our children how we became 
ourselves. It should be a nightly narration. That is how we did it in Africa during my 
youth days. I spend most of my youth with my maternal grandmother who passed 
away at the age of 116. I think I will make 116 years like my maternal grandmother 
hey! I wish!  I can remember not eating for 4 days if I had not seen my Maternal 
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Grandmother, but my mum forced me to eat. But this was not unusual, because we 
very much treasured our grandparents.   
 
I remember the first time I left my parents and entered the global village. Kenya got 
independence from the British a year before I matriculated, and that year was 1963. 
From that year many countries such as Britain, Germany, France, America and Soviet 
Union opened scholarships for the Kenyans. In 1965, I secured one of the 
scholarships to go to University overseas. I was lucky to get a scholarship, but this 
time to study in the former Soviet Union. I spent 6 months at State University of 
Moscow leaning the language of which I speak fluently to this day, 4 months at state 
University of Tashkent until the earthquake struck in 1966 that killed about 70,000 
people. Some of us survived. We were then sent to Ukraine where I spent 4 years 
doing my Ag Eng Degree before I went back to Kenya.  
 
I worked for the Kenyan government as a Senior Agricultural Engineer for some 8 
years before I got another scholarship to study in South Australia in 1979. Since then I 
never looked back. I worked as a scientist for more than 21 years for South Australian 
Government (South Australian Research and Development Institute), with my trials 
scattered in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia. My 
research had great impact in sustainable cropping and environment in Australia. One 
thing I very much miss since I retired are the wonderful discussions I had with the 
farmers and advisors and my international scientific community. The language is 
totally different from city language.  
 
Now retired, but a relief teacher in Science, Maths, English and Health among other 
subjects, I enjoy a different kind of engagement. I very much value hard working 
people such as farmers, teachers, volunteers, nurses, doctors and others that serve 
our community. I believe, that for a country to prosper, the people in whichever 
discipline, should be committed and hard working. But remember, education is the 
backbone of success. Again, referring to my Mentor, Nelson Mandela’s quote 
“Education is the great engine of personal development. It is through education 

that the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the son of a mineworker 

can become the head of the mine, that a child of farm workers can become the 

president of a great nation. It is what we make out of what we have, not what we 

are given, that separates one person from another” 
 
In addition to all my scientific and teaching work, I work for the community on a 
voluntary basis. These communities are: the African Community Organisation of SA, 
and Pan African Australasia Diaspora Network (PAADN) which is a national body. It 
has several committees chaired by councillors, all of whom are professionals. I chair 
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the committee for Climate Change, Food Security and Sustainability of this body. I 
enjoy what we achieve together. I am sure this is also true for all of us here.  
 
Now I am going to tell you a little bit about my family life: “You ladies who thought I 
was a bachelor, I have bad news for you”! I am married to a lovely Australian lady 
Carole, but unfortunately she could not be here but sent greetings. However, my 
friends Dr Emanuel Chubaka, Geoffrey Baraka and his wife Winnie, Tim Omondi and 
Girmay Bahru decided to escort me in case I get lost in this beautiful place. That is 
what is done in Africa. It is part of the respect to the older people. Between my wife 
and I, we have 5 children, 2 girls and 3 boys, and the rest is a clan! My wife has been 
a volunteer for the City of Port Adelaide Enfield now for 27 years, helping the elderly 
and teaching craft every Tuesday. Again Mandela said,” There can be no greater gift 
than that of giving one’s time and energy to help others without expecting anything 
in return.”  My wife just does that. 
 
The following bit here is mainly for the young audience here to ponder. So, the 
following story is about our youngest daughter. 
 
“Our youngest daughter, Dr Natasha 40, lives by a philosophy like mine. She went to 
a local school called Gepps Cross, and then the University of South Australia and 
Concordia University in Canada. Upon coming back, she worked for South Korean 
Trading mission in Sydney as Marketing Manager. After a year, she resigned to do her 
Master’s degree at the University of New South Wales. After nearly 3 years, she 
joined Australian Centre for Corporate Social Responsibility as a sustainability 
consultant. The centre was a consultancy that advises organisations and government. 
She worked there until June 2011, when she and her Water Engineer Fiancée (then a 
French National, Antoine) resigned their jobs and headed to South America to help 
the less fortunate.   
 
They spend about 8 months in South American countries working in the farms, 
feeding animals and doing other manual work with peasant communities, until they 
reached Ecuador where they volunteered their professional skills to help the 
community. In short they spent most time volunteering. This is what I call human 
conviction, to leave well paid jobs to go and help the poor for free. Now they are very 
proud of what they did for other needy people. Dedication and a good education 
helped make it all possible, but also Australian values and opportunities helped. 
Remember, Education replaces an empty mind with an open one.  
 
They returned to South American countries a couple of years back where our 
daughter had conducted a month’s interview in Sustainable Development for her 
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PhD. She finished her PhD in sustainable development last year. In addition to that 
milestone, she has published her first book a month ago. Now they are working and 
living in Tasmania.  
 
In Conclusion, it was one of Australian Prime Minister who said “life was not meant 
to be easy”. Mine has not been easy, nor has yours all I am sure. However, I have 
made mine as enjoyable as could be. Of course to have a wonderful supportive family 
made it easier. To me to be an African - Australian is to enjoy the freedom and live 
and contribute every day, in this lucky country, like there is no tomorrow. Also I have 
a very strong bond to my mother country Kenya and my people and Africa in 
general. I keep myself busy with a SA based community organisation and a national 
based organisation. I don’t remember any time in life that I have been this busy. 
Anyway, my father used to say to me “it is boredom that will kill you, but not 
work!” 
 
 With that short note, I thank the Australian Day Council for giving me the 
opportunity to meet great people like you all, the Mayor, the Councillors, the council 
staff,  the new citizens, the award recipients who are here, for welcoming me to be 
with you, as your Ambassador. Finally, I want to thank Australians for giving me 
professional and personal fulfilment, for believing in me and what I can do and for 
seeing a Kenyan as an Australian, but not as a foreigner.  
 
Keating once said: "As Australians climb the ladder of opportunity we reach down 
and help up those who are struggling". On that note, let us try to have compassion 
towards asylum seekers. To most it is not their mistake to come knocking on our 
doors. Oprah Winfred said, “The greatest discovery of all time is that a person can 
change his future by merely changing his attitude”. 
 
In finishing, we as Australians come from many different backgrounds, but it does not 
matter where one comes from, let us all embrace the Australian way of life. It has 
served us well.  
 
To be an Australian Day Ambassador is an allotment in an imperfect world. As an 
Australian Day Ambassador, I love what I do, the people I meet and the smile within 
that line of duty. Now to be an Australian Day Ambassador is a confirmation that all 
the roads I followed were worthwhile. In short, I accept my life design and appreciate 
all the road marks I have made in my life. Hence, to be an Australian Day Ambassador 
is a great complimentary third course meal to my lifel! 
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Finally to leave you with a tear in your eyes, there are families and individuals who are grieving and 

others who can’t stop and think of anything worse that the devastating fires across the nation, the 

many deaths caused by COVIT 19. Please don’t forget that CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL and 

many times worse than these two devastations. Let us all pull together and help each other. 

I will leave you with some wise quotes of the day   
My dream would be a multicultural society, one that is diverse and where every man, 

woman and child are treated equally. I dream of a world where all people of all races 

work together in harmony. Nelson Mandela 
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

We may have all come on different ships, but we're in the same boat now. 

 

Barack Obama 

The strength for the journey comes from knowledge of the end. We might not be assured of the path; 

our sight on the destination is what brings us home. 

Barack Obama 

Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the 

ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek. 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

David Malinda 

 

Australian Day Ambassador, 

President of the African Community Organisation of SA (ACOSA), 

Chair Climate Change, Food Security and Sustainability Committee of the Pan African Australasian 

Diaspora Net Work (PAADAN) 
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