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AUSTRALIA DAY AMBASSADORS 2018 
 

Edgar Agius OAM:  President, Maltese Community Council 
Edgar is currently President of the Maltese Community Council of South 

Australia. In the mid-90s Edgar served as President and coordinator of the 

Maltese Language and Folk Dancing School of Adelaide, organising cultural 

floor shows. 

He is currently serving his third consecutive term in Local Government and 

is also the Council’s representative on the Youth Advisory Committee.   

In recognition of his work for the community he has been awarded the 

Premier’s Certificate of Appreciation, the Centenary of Federation Medal, and 

the Order of Australia. Edgar’s work has greatly contributed to the vitality of 

the Maltese community and the community in general. 

 
 

Hon Rev Dr Lynn Arnold AO FAICD: Former CEO of Anglicare & 
former SA Premier, now ordained Minister 
Entering Parliament in 1979 Lynn held various portfolios, culminating in 

Premier of South Australia. After leaving politics Lynn received a PhD from 

the University of Adelaide.  He was appointed as Chief Executive of World 

Vision Australia in 1997, later becoming Senior Director for World Vision 

International.  In 2008 Lynn became Chief Executive of Anglicare SA, 

responsible for overseeing South Australia’s largest non-government agency 

promoting ‘justice, respect and fullness of life for all’.  In 2012 Lynn 

resigned from Anglicare to return to theological studies.  Dr Arnold was 

ordained in 2013.   

 
 

Prof. Don Bursill: Water Management Expert 
Don Bursill has had some 40 years experience in the water industry in 

Australia, primarily for the South Australian Water Corporation, stepping 

down at the end of 2005 as its Chief Scientist. 

Don was Deputy Chair of the Board of the Global Water Research Coalition; 

an international water research coalition that includes 15 national water 

research centres from Europe, North America, South Africa, Australia and 

Singapore.  

From 1996 through to the end of 2010 he chaired the Water Quality Advisory 

Committee of the National Health and Medical Research Council which sets 

the national drinking water quality guidelines, among other functions.  

In January 2011 Don was asked to take on the role of Chief Scientist for South Australia, which 

he did until August 2014.  This role involved providing advice to the Government on science 

and innovation programs.  Among a number of achievements during that period, he developed 

a new science and innovation program for the SA Government with the assistance of the SA 

Science Council and he set up a networking arrangement for early career researchers that 

assists the career development and promotes collaboration among young scientists and 

engineers across South Australian Universities and research institutions.  It continues to be 

managed by Dr Paul Willis at RiAUS (Science Exchange, Adelaide). 

He has a CSIRO Medal for water research and two awards from the South Australian Water 

Association for innovation in water research.  Don was South Australia’s Senior Australian of 

the Year for 2011. 
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John (Jack) Cahill:  AFL player, Coach & Sporting Personality  
For 6 decades Jack has combined his commitment to sport with his working 

life.  He has played over 266 games in the SANFL and has coached 695 

games for a number of AFL Teams. 

He has always had a fierce desire to be the best – to push himself, to get 

stronger, fitter and to work harder. 

Having grown up in Orroroo, Jack is a country boy at heart. 

Jack has worked in the motor vehicle industry for 20 years and owned his 

own motor vehicle business.  He currently combines his love of coaching and 

fitness to impart the importance of health and education to the students at 

Pulteney Grammar School and the community 

 

 

 
 
 

Ralph Clarke:  Industrial Relations Consultant and former 
Government Minister and Councillor for Adelaide City Council  
Ralph began his career in Industrial Relations as a union official for the 

Federated Clerks Union.  He then became President of that union and also 

served on other national union organisations.  He is currently a member of a 

number of government advisory boards. 

Ralph was elected to the SA Parliament in 1993 and held many portfolios 

and positions during his political career.  After leaving politics he was 

elected to the Adelaide City Council where he served for a number of years. 

A broad sense of humour and quick wit enables Ralph to make his point 

succinctly and effectively. 
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Francene Connor:  Events, Marketing & Public Relations expert 
Francene has worked in events marketing and public relations for more than 

30 years and was a successful restaurateur in the early 1980s.  

She spent a large part of her career working in the tourism sector and was a 

Board Director of the South Australian Tourism Commission, the Adelaide 

Convention & Tourism Authority and a Member of the TAFE SA Council.  

Francene was an elected member of the Adelaide City Council as Councillor 

and Alderman in the 1990s and has held board positions in both the private 

and public sector.  

Francene played a key international marketing role in Adelaide’s bid for the 

1998 Commonwealth Games, and believes that the experience set her up 

for anything she could possibly encounter in events marketing.  

For 15 years, Francene was Marketing Manager of the Royal Agricultural & 

Horticultural Society with the key responsibility of bringing the Royal 

Adelaide Show and Royal Adelaide Wine Show to prominence as the most 

successful community event in the State.  

After working in her own public relations and marketing consultancy for 

three years, Francene joined RiAus (Royal Institution of Australia) in 2010. 

As Marketing Manager, her new focus was on sharing the wonders of science 

with a community that is increasingly interested in learning about the 

amazing science that affects our daily lives and is crucial to our financial 

future.  

Francene is a Fellow of the Governor’s Leadership Foundation and a member 

of the Leaders Institute of South Australia. She is a Certified Practising 

Marketer and Fellow of the Australian Marketing Institute. Francene was 

Patron of Lacrosse South Australia for almost 20 years and became an 

Australia Day Ambassador in 2008. 

 

 

 

Ivan Copley:  Indigenous Community worker & Australian of 
the Year (South Australia) 2009 
Ivan has devoted his life to achieve reconciliation and better outcomes for 

Indigenous Australians.  Through his work with Rotary he established the 

first clean drinking water purifier in the Aboriginal community of Leigh 

Creek. Whilst at the Australian Bureau of Statistics he arranged for second-

hand computers to be installed in Aboriginal communities without computer 

access. Ivan has put his heart and soul into bettering his community and 

has been described as a ‘bridge for all peoples.’ 
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Dr Victoria Cox:  Community Healthcare Researcher - 
particular in Rural environments 
Adelaide raised, Victoria is currently a Medical Resident at Flinders Medical 

Centre and Clinical Tutor at Flinders Medical School.  She has been heavily 

involved with a number of charitable and community organisations 

throughout South Australia. 

She volunteered with the Operation Flinders Foundation as both an Assistant 

Team Leader and on their Clinical Advisory Committee.  In 2013, Victoria 

founded the national charity project “Run for a Reason” and co-ordinated 

nearly 100 medical students across Australia running the Gold Coast Airport 

Marathon; raising $40,000 for an Indigenous community healthcare project. 

Last year Victoria was awarded a Monash Scholarship to study a public 

health masters at Oxford University, focusing on the development and 

implementation of community healthcare programs in rural areas of 

Australia. Her clinical interest is in Indigenous health and long term she is 

keen to bring her experience to a clinical role working in paediatric skin 

diseases.  

Victoria has previously worked across the Northern Territory screening and 

treating children for scabies through “One Disease at a Time”, an Australian 

charity focused on eradicating scabies from Indigenous children in the NT.  

She has also conducted an Internship at the World Health Organisation in 

Geneva focused on improving maternal health practices in developing 

nations. 

She is a keen swimmer, previously representing SA in Olympic and 

Commonwealth Games swimming trials. In 2006 she was the 50m, 100m 

and 200m Breaststroke SA open state swimming champion.  In 2011 she 

was the only female from SA to swim the Rottnest Channel Swim as a solo 

swimmer, a 20km open water swim from Cottesloe Beach in Perth to 

Rottnest Island. Victoria is an active member of the Glenelg Surf Life Saving 

Club and has been involved with the Jet Rescue Boat team. She is currently 

in training to swim the English Channel in August 2017.  

 
 
Legh Davis:  Investment adviser, former Parliamentarian and 

Fundraiser 
Legh graduated with degrees in Economics and Law and is a Fellow of CPA 

Australia.  After lecturing in Commercial Law at the SA Institute of 

Technology (now University of South Australia) Legh joined national 

sharebroker A C Goode & Co and was later appointed State Manager. 

In 1979 he was elected to the Legislative Council.  During his time in 

Parliament Legh was Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party in the Legislative 

Council and had a number of portfolio responsibilities including Finance, 

Housing, Small Business, Arts and Corporate Affairs. 

Following his retirement from Parliament in 2002 Legh became State 

Chairman of sharebroker ABN AMRO Morgans until 2010 and is now a senior 

consultant with Morgans (renamed).  

He has a particular interest in investing for and in retirement and managing 

portfolios of charitable and community organisations. 

He is currently Chairman of the Adelaide Festival Centre Foundation. 

Legh was a State and Federal Chairman of Young Liberals and has been a 

board member of Artbank and a Council member of Flinders University of 

South Australia. 

He was President of the World Bow Tie Club which raised over $300,000 for 

children's charities and he initiated the Adelaide International Rose Garden. 

Legh is married to Helen. 
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William (Bill) Denny AM BM:  Veteran & Community advocate 
Bill Denny joined the Australian Regular Army upon leaving school. In more 

than 21 years in the military he served in South Vietnam, Papua New 

Guinea, as Aide de Camp to the Governor General and on exchange duty 

with the British Army in Germany. He left the Army in 1990 with the rank of 

Lieutenant Colonel.  

Upon departure from the military, Bill had a diverse career in management 

across the manufacturing, retirement village and transport industries, and in 

the real estate sector. 

During this time he graduated with a Bachelor of Laws and Legal Practice 

(Honours) in 2007, and was admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in the 

Supreme Court of South Australia. 

In 2006 Bill joined the state public service as an Advisor to the Attorney 

General. He was subsequently appointed the inaugural Director of Veterans 

SA and oversaw the establishment of the veterans’ affairs portfolio in our 

state, retiring in 2014. 

Bill's deep and long-standing commitment to the ex-service community has 

been demonstrated through his role as Chair of the RSL ANZAC Day 

Committee, Chair of the ANZAC Day Commemoration Council and as 

founder of the ANZAC Eve Youth Vigil. 

He founded and co-chaired the Vietnam War Memorial Committee and co-

chaired the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander War Memorial Fundraising 

Committee. He is currently patron of the ANZAC Eve Youth Vigil, National 

Servicemen’s Association and Military Vehicle Preservation Society.  

His wider community service has included as a member of the Board of 

Reconciliation SA, after which he was recently appointed an Ambassador for 

that organisation.  

 

In 2006, Bill was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for service 

to the community, particularly veterans and their families.  In 2014 he was 

awarded the Bravery Medal (BM) for his actions at a fatal traffic accident. 

Ongoing community appreciation for Bill's service to the veteran community 

was shown in 2014 when he was a state finalist in the "Australian of the 

Year" awards, and in 2015 when he was named an RSL “ANZAC of the 

Year”. 

 

 
 

Anthony Fioravanti:  Officer-in-Charge, Traffic Support Branch 
Superintendent Anthony Fioravanti is currently the Officer in Charge of 

Traffic Support Branch.  His career has spanned nearly 38 years and career 

highlights include 18 years in the Special Task and Rescue Group and OIC of 

a number of Service Areas around South Australia. 

He was selected to participate in the 2009 South Australia & New Zealand 

Police Officer Exchange Program.  As a result of his time there he returned 

in February 2011 as the SA Police Contingent Commander to assist in the 

earthquake efforts. 

Anthony has always had an interest in health and fitness and enjoys his 

regular gym workouts and cycling with friends.  In the leisure time he has 

left, Anthony is the vice-president of the Marche Club, a local Italian club, 

and he visited Italy in 2015 to do a 4 week Italian language course and 

learn more about his father’s Italian heritage. 
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Steve Foster:  International award-winning songwriter, 
singer, guitarist, mandolin & harmonica player 
His original songs range across all genres even movie music and radio and 

TV commercials. He can regularly be heard on ABC radio with Peter Goers, 

on 5AA and performs at the SA Festival of Arts and the Fringe. 

After leaving SA School of Art, his award winning, successful debut album 

“Coming Home In A Jar” was followed by a succession of very successful 

bands including the ‘Mount Lofty Rangers’, with Bon Scott. 

He toured Australia for over 2 years with Brian Cadd & the Bootleg Family 

and, as a solo artist, has supported many of the world’s best known bands 

such as The Byrds and Steel Eye. He has recorded with the Melbourne 

Symphony Orchestra, opened the Out Back Fringe Festival at Roxby Downs 

and has a large cult following in Europe with his million-seller hit song 

“Forever Blue” (recorded by John Farnham & Little River Band).  

He ran a successful music program at the Repatriation Hospital for dementia 

patients, regularly plays at RSL Clubs and retirement villages as well as his 

own concert series around Adelaide and tours outback country towns and 

festivals. 

When he is not performing, he is helping restore the sailing ketch “Falie” at 

Port Adelaide, volunteers at the Aviation Museum, and helps raise funds by 

writing songs for the Friends of Torrens Island Committee, and the Clipper 

Ship “City of Adelaide”. 

Steve has been commissioned to write the film music for the 

movie/documentary “Paris or the Bush” which is about the famous SA 

rowing eight from Murray Bridge who took on the world at the Paris 

Olympics and is due for release at the end of 2015. 

 
 

Mem Fox:  Children’s book author 
Mem is a retired Associate Professor of Literacy Studies and also Australia’s 

most highly regarded picture-book author.  

Her first publication, Possum Magic, is the best-selling children’s book in 

Australia. It is over thirty years old and is still available in hard-back. She 

has written many other internationally best-selling books for children 

including Time for Bed, Where Is The Green Sheep? and Ten Little Fingers 

and Ten Little Toes, a copy of which was Australia’s official gift to Prince 

George, the new royal baby. Mem has also written several non-fiction books 

for adults, including her renowned book for parents: Reading Magic. Her 

books have been translated into nineteen languages.  

She has received many civic honours and awards, and three honorary 

doctorates. 

 
 

 
Peter Goers:  Media personality – 891 ABC 
Actor, director, reviewer, former academic and current host of the highly 

successful radio program 'The Evening Show' on 891 ABC Adelaide. His 

career has spanned over thirty years in the entertainment industry across a 

range of different mediums and formats including national television, print, 

radio and theatre. Peter is well known for his charity work in rural 

communities, his attitude towards the promotion of several social and arts 

related issues and his especially warm demeanour and spontaneous on-air 

personality. 



Australia Day  
Ambassadors Program 

 

-7- 

 

 
John Halbert AM MBE:  Australian Rules Legend & Senior 

Australian of the Year (SA) 2009 
Apart from a distinguished career in SANFL, AFL and the Australian Football 

Foundation, John has had an exceptional career as an academic, sportsman, 

educator, mentor and public speaker. His dedication to the development of 

young people in sport was recognised when he was made a Member of the 

British Empire in 1969 for his work in this area. 

John is an honourable and distinguished Australian who continues to inspire 

young people through his excellence in the field of sport and the community 

in general. 

Inducted into the AFL Hall of Fame in 2017. 
 
 
Samela Harris:  South Australian journalist, critic and blogger 
In a career spanning three continents and forty years, Samela has written 

on everything from the depths of international political analysis to gossip. 

She was the first woman employed to work full-time on the news floor of 

The News and, by odd chance, the first woman general reporter also at The 

Evening News in Edinburgh, Scotland.   

She was the first woman Aussie Rules football columnist in Australia. She 

was an Internet pioneer from the days before the WWW, wrote years of 

Internet columns and was inaugural online editor of The Advertiser when it 

went digital.  

Her professional diversity includes years of food writing and reviewing, 

including a weekly recipes column which turned into a popular cookbook "On 

a Shoestring - Recipes from the House of the Raising Sons".  Until recent 

retirement, she was senior features writer and theatre critic for The 

Advertiser and she continues to review theatre for a fashionable arts 

website, thebarefootreview.com and blogs at angryenguin.blogspot.com.au. 

She is union President of Journalists in South Australia. She was long-time 

chair of the Adelaide Critics Circle and continues as an active member.  She 

is also special events organiser for the Lyceum Club, Adelaide. 

Samela is daughter of South Australian literary legend, Max Harris. She has 

two sons, two granddaughters and a recently retired rocket scientist for a 

husband. 

On Twitter, Samela goes by the handle of @saline. 

She is keen on pelicans and spiders. 

 

 

 

Lynn Hill:  Co-founder of Dragon Boat Racing for survivors of 
breast cancer 
Lynn grew up in Adelaide, owned her own business and was a keen 

volunteer with schools and charities. 

She was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in 2000 and from then her journey 

began into promoting cancer awareness. 

Lynn has been involved with dragon boat racing since 2001 and has helped 

set up 3 teams in Malaysia.  She is also the PR Officer for cancer survivor 

dragon boat teams in Adelaide, Malaysia and Murray Bridge. 

A retired Rotarian, Lynn also assists with promoting awareness of Ovarian 

Cancer. 

Lynn won the COTA Every Generation award in 2009 and 2012 for 

promoting involvement in physical activity for the over 50’s. 

 

http://thebarefootreview.com/
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Dr Deane Hutton:  Futurist and science show presenter 
Deane is a FUTURIST who has worked professionally as a teacher, lecturer, 

writer, television presenter, film producer and entertainer in Australia, New 

Zealand and Singapore. 

He gives keynote presentations at more than 60 venues each year (business 

conferences, seminars and schools) – speaking about science, technology 

and the future.  Deane uses graphics, video, models, demonstrations and 

audience interaction.  Audience members find out how to recognize future 

trends, overcome the insecurity of change, and create the future they want. 

Deane has degrees in Science and Education from the University of Adelaide 

and a PhD in Visual Perception and Message Design from Indiana University.  

He has particular interests in brain structure and function and interpersonal 

communication.  Deane has a CSP (Certified Speaking Professional) – the 

highest level of accreditation from the International Federation for 

Professional Speakers.   Deane is a Fellow of the Australian College of 

Educators (FACE) and a member of the World Future Society. 

He has worked as a science presenter on television in Australia - Curiosity 

Show (18 years),  Hey Hey It’s Saturday (7 years), Channel Seven News 

and The New Inventors.  Also, Deane has presented talkback radio 

segments on science issues on FiveAA in Adelaide, and science and 

technology radio broadcasts through Asia and Africa on Radio CVC. 

 

 

 

 

Neil Kerley OAM:  AFL player, Coach & Sporting Personality 
Also known as “Knuckles” and “King Kerley”, Neil is one of the legends of 

South Australian football. 

Commencing as captain-coach with a new team at Koolymilka, Neil went on 

to play 276 senior games in the SANFL.  Despite a fearsome array of injuries 

he never once left the field through injury. He went from club to club, 

playing in seven grand finals in 14 seasons with three clubs. 

Neil won numerous premierships as both a player and coach in the South 

Australian Football League.  He also coached SA in the State of Origin 

competition and the All Australian team against Ireland. 

Neil was inducted into the Australian Football Hall of Fame in 1997. 

He now works for the Seven Television Network as a reporter, Football 

Commentator and Panel Member of FootyPlus and Sportsworld Footy Panel. 

He is also a regular on Australia’s Top Rating Sports Radio Program on 

Adelaide’s Radio 5AA 
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Prof Peter Langridge:  Agricultural Scientist specialising in 
plant molecular biology and the science of plant breeding 
Peter was born in Adelaide and brought up in Canberra where he studied at 

the Australian National University.  When he graduated he worked in 

Germany at the University of Freiburg.  In 1984 he moved to the University 

of Adelaide where he has remained ever since.  From 1998 he was the 

inaugural Research Director of the Cooperative Research Centre for 

Molecular Plant Breeding.  Peter was one of the Principal Investigators that 

established the Australian Centre for Plant Functional Genomics (ACPFG) at 

The Waite Precinct and was appointed Chief Executive in 2003.  ACPFG is a 

major international research centre based in Adelaide and established by the 

Australian Federal Government.  The work ACPFG scientists undertake helps 

improve cereal crops’ tolerance to environmental stresses such as drought, 

heat, salinity and nutrient toxicities; major causes of yield and quality loss 

throughout the world and significant problems for cereal growers. ACPFG is 

acknowledged globally as one of 3 pre-eminent centres undertaking this 

type of research.  

Peter’s research has focused on plant molecular biology and the science of 

plant breeding.  He serves on the advisory boards of several research 

organisations and companies in Europe and North America and is an 

honorary fellow of Food Standards Australia and New Zealand providing 

advice on the impact of new breeding technologies on food safety. Peter’s 

recent activities have focused on food security and technology delivery to 

resource poor farmers in many parts of the world and on Australia’s role in 

supporting global food security. 

 

 

 

Barry Lewis:  Police Superintendent (Retd) and SANFL Umpire 
Barry has spent 50 years in the South Australia Police and currently holds 

the rank of Superintendent within the Commissioner’s Support Branch. 

He has been OIC of a number of Police Divisions, awarded a number of 

national Police medals and received numerous commendations for service to 

policing operations and initiatives. 

Since 1974 he has umpired over 1750 games throughout many leagues 

including SANFL and interstate.  Barry has also been voted SAFA Umpire of 

the Year on 5 occasions and awarded 7 Golden Whistles for his umpiring 

prowess. 

For many years he has also been involved in coaching football teams and 

other umpires. 
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David Malinda:  Agricultural Scientist & Educator 
David was born and educated in Kenya.   He obtained a scholarship to study 

in the former Soviet Union acquiring his Bachelor of Agricultural Engineering 

Degree in 1969. He moved to Australia to do his post graduate degrees in 

1979.  

David progressed through University, to scientist, to international presenter, 

to community leader, to retirement and back to work as a teacher. As a 

scientist, he developed a new farming system which is not only widely 

sought in Australia but also overseas. As a community leader, he has 

contributed significantly to the healthy growth of the community and for 

many years was the African Community Leader in SA. He is the co-ordinator 

for the School participation component of Africa Week working with artists 

visiting schools and performing and conducting workshops for school 

children.  

David has written a number of books and scientific papers and presented 

papers at numerous international conferences. 

Awarded a “Hall of Fame 2013” award in Canberra for services to science 

and community engagements. 

 
 

 
Bruce Mellett:  Former Breakfast Host & Regional Manager for 

ABC Radio, Riverland 
Bruce has spent more than 30 years in the media, cutting his journalistic 

teeth in newspapers with a short stint in TV and then onto Radio. 

Like many new arrivals to the Riverland, he anticipated spending a year or 

two when he arrived as the Regional Journalist with the ABC but instead that 

quickly turned into more than 20 years of media involvement, resigning in 

2017.  

Bruce was appointed Regional Manager of ABC Riverland in 1993 and hosted 

the weekday Breakfast Program for many years, having overcome the urge 

to destroy the alarm clock with its early morning cacophony.  

He is heavily involved in a range of local community activities across the 

Riverland and Mallee and is also chairman of the Riverland Youth Mentoring 

Alliance; an umbrella organisation promoting mentoring across a range of 

areas in the Riverland region 

 

 
 

Dr Rob Morrison OAM:  Scientist and former host of the 
Curiosity Show 
Rob is a regular columnist for Chemistry in Australia and prepares segments 

for Ockham’s Razor and the Science Show on ABC Radio National.  He has 

written 31 books and co-written 13 others on science and natural history. 

Helped establish SciWorld, a new science centre in Adelaide that runs 

exciting education programs. Recognised nationally and internationally as an 

outstanding science communicator. Senior Australian of the Year (South 

Australia) 2008. 
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Richard Neagle:  Disability Advocate 
Former SANFL Footballer and Club Physiotherapist. 

Rick is an accredited APA Sports Physiotherapist, was President of the 

Australian Sports Federation Education Committee and served on the Private 

Practitioner Group Committee (SA). 

He is a member of Autism SA and is a strong advocate on many disability 

issues including the provision of services for people with autism. 

Rick is currently the President of Dignity for Disabled and is an active 

spokesperson for the organisation. 

 

 
 
Michael O’Connell APM:  Commissioner for Victim’s Rights 
After more than 20 years as a Police Officer assisting those affected by 

crime, Michael was appointed SA's first Commissioner for Victims' Rights in 

2006: Only the second such appointment in the world. 

Michael was South Australia’s first Victims of Crime Co-ordinator and, before 

that, the State’s first Victim Impact Statement Co-ordinator. 

Michael ensures victims who no longer have a voice - owing to their death - 

will still be heard. He lectures and writes on victimology and victim 

assistance and holds degrees in social science and public policy and 

administration.  

 

 

 
Paul Rosenzweig:  Retired Army officer, historian and 

biographer 
Paul is a retired Army officer with a total of 32 years’ service. He has also 

served as an Officer of Cadets in the Army Cadet Corps and today continues 

to promote youth development as an officer in the Australian Air Force 

Cadets. 

Born in Semaphore, SA, Paul saw military service in northern Australia and 

extensive regional service including a long commitment to peace and 

stability in East Timor/Timor Leste and the Philippines. 

Paul is in his fourth decade of contributing to the community as an author of 

military history and biography (he was awarded the 2001 Centenary Medal 

for “long and outstanding research into Australia’s military history”). He has 

actively supported various historical societies and ex-service organisations 

through the contribution of quality research papers and biographical profiles. 

He is currently involved in an ongoing project documenting the involvement 

of Filipino-Australians in Australia’s military history.  Paul has also run Anzac 

Heritage courses to promote an understanding of the Spirit of Anzac among 

Australian youth. 

Since being medically discharged from the Army in 2011, he has actively 

promoted commemoration and reverent reflection through his Facebook site 

‘Thanks Digger’.  
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Des Ryan:  e-Journalist and writer 
In 1971 Des joined Radio 3AW in Melbourne as a Cadet Journalist. He twice 

moved between 3AW and 5DN in Adelaide, becoming News Director at 5DN 

at the age of 24 in 1976. 

He joined Messenger Newspapers in 1980 and became the Editor-in-Chief in 

1985, a position he held until 2004. He then spent two years as editor of 

The Advocate newspaper, based in Burnie, Tasmania, and a year as editor of 

The Canberra Sunday Times. 

Returning to Adelaide in 2008, he worked as a freelance contributor for 

various publications including The Australian, Sunday Mail and Messenger 

Newspapers.  

In 2010 he was appointed the editor of Indaily, the online daily news 

service. He took early retirement after two years and is currently working on 

personal writing projects. 

 

 
 

Chris Schacht:  President of Volleyball Australia and former 
Senator  
Chris began his political career in 1969. In 1987 he entered Federal 

Parliament as a Senator for South Australia. During his career he held a 

number of portfolios including Science, Small Business and Customs.  He left 

parliament in June 2002 after 15 years as a Senator and 33 years in 

Australian politics. 

Chris is the current President of the Australian Volleyball Federation and an 

elected representative to the Legal Commission of the “Federation 

Internationale de Volleyball”.  He is also a board member of numerous 

worthwhile organisations. 

Chris has the ability to master any public appearance and to engage his 

audience on many levels.  His political wit and general background greatly 

enhance his capabilities. 
 
 

 
John Shepherd AM:  Former Executive Director, Operation 

Flinders 
John spent twenty-five years within major branches of the S.A. Police 

Department. Currently Executive Director of the Operation Flinders 

Foundation, which runs a world leading wilderness adventure program for 

young offenders and young people at risk. 

He has been involved as a board member in numerous Australian and South 

Australian educational, emergency service and social inclusion organisations. 

John is an enthusiastic speaker with particular passion for helping the youth 

of South Australia. 

John is currently the Senior Consultant for The Sapling Connection 
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Darrell Tree CV:  First recipient of the Cross of Valour 
In 1988 Darrell and his nephew tried valiantly to rescue his neighbour and 

his neighbour’s 3 year old son after their 4 wheel drive crane struck 

overhead power lines. 

 

Apart from being badly electrocuted 3 times Darrell also suffered 

psychological trauma, 3 fractured vertebrae, 40% burns to his body 

requiring 96 stitches to burnt areas on his arms, back and feet (where 

doctors removed burnt skin and flesh), two skin grafts and also had his 

small toe amputated.  He also suffered blurred vision for several weeks 

after the event. 

 

It was 3 months before Darrell could commence light duties around his 

farm.  With the help of his wife and family he then began the slow road to 

recovery.  Even today he still suffers from pain in his left shoulder, back and 

foot. 

 

For his courage, Darrell was awarded the first Cross of Valour, the highest 

civilian award in Australia. 

 

 

 

 
 

Carole Whitelock:  Columnist, MC & former Radio ABC 
commentator 
Carole was born in London and grew up with the BBC. She worked firstly in 

the travel business and, after marrying, spent three years in Singapore with 

her Royal Marine husband. She worked for the Intelligence Corps there (as a 

civilian) at a time when there was some really nasty espionage going on, 

just as we read in the thrillers. On return to UK she worked for a newspaper 

in York.  

Carole came to S.A. in 1972. Her introduction to the ABC in 1980 was via a 

series of auditions which came about quite accidentally. Thirty two happy 

and roller coaster years followed with standout experiences including 

introducing the Dalai Lama at the Entertainment Centre, broadcasting from 

a hot air balloon and swimming with Jock, the randy dolphin, in the Port 

River.  

Carole now writes a weekly column in The Advertiser Boomer magazine, 

undertakes to MC some events and enjoys having some personal leisure! 
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The following Ambassadors are awaiting final confirmation for 2018 
 

Ms Rima Chahoud – Mental health activist  
With an undergraduate degree in psychology and a Masters Degree in social 

work, Rima has the significant responsibility of managing Mental Health 

Recovery support and services for people living with mental illness in South 

Australia.  

Since joining the Mental Illness Fellowship South Australia Rima has 

developed specialist resources in suicide awareness training for mental 

health workers and those working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

communities and refugees. Rima is a proactive volunteer for the St Johns 

Circle of Friends Treasured Stories Program. In her volunteering role Rima 

provides company to elderly people in the community and offers them an 

opportunity to write their life story with them.  

She also continues to care for those family members and friends with 

medical and mental health problems. The eldest child of Syrian parents who 

migrated to Australia, Rima is used to taking responsibility for the welfare of 

others both in her family and professional life.  

Assertive, capable, empathetic and compassionate, Rima brings her passion 

for social justice in all that she does, winning the respect and admiration of 

all who know her. 

 

 

 

 
Dorinda Hafner:  Story-teller, teacher, motivator and free-

spirit 
Dorinda started “Africa in Schools”, a very successful program to bring 

cultural understanding to the future adults who would go on to be influential 

in the Australian fabric of life.  She brought us all things "African" including 

the African Dance Troupe and a greater understanding of the fact that Africa 

is a continent, not a country.  To this day, she is still educating, but on a 

much larger scale. 

Dorinda burst onto TV screens all over the world with her very successful 

documentary series "A Taste of Africa" and its subsequent international 

best-selling book by the same name. 

Dorinda is now broadcasting her amazing talents and skills via the internet, 

as not just a food anthropologist and author but a public speaker, a 

designer, an artist and storyteller - not just for kids but for all ages who love 

to see and hear the soul of a true free spirit. 
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Laura Long:  Regional Educator & Young Australian of the 
Year (South Australia) 2007 
Laura is passionate about regional education and vocational training as a 

way of providing opportunities for rural young people. While studying for a 

Bachelor of Agriculture Laura became extremely concerned about the lack of 

uni graduates returning to either their family property or their local region. 

During the final year of her agricultural degree she applied for a post-

graduate Bachelor of Education through UniSA. After a short time of 

teaching Laura was approached by a private registered training organisation 

to develop a traineeship program for agricultural trainees across regional 

South Australia.  She now manages a team of 5 part time staff members 

and is responsible for over one hundred agricultural trainees across the 

state. Because of her passion to rural youth education Laura was awarded 

Young Australian of the Year (South Australia) 2007 and was also selected 

to represent Australia at the 2007 Young Farmers World Congress in 

Argentina, South America. Laura is making a real difference in the lives of 

other young people and contributing to the continued life in rural Australia. 

 
 

 

 
Bruce Macky:  Yachtsman, former CGM of State Bank of SA 

and former Chief Commissioner of Scouts SA 
Born in New Zealand but now a converted Aussie.  Currently part-owns 

Dymocks Bookstore in Adelaide City. Apart from his high-profile positions, 

Bruce has been a member of Toastmasters and currently volunteers for 

Operation Flinders.  He has sailed in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race and 

around the world in the Clipper 07-08 Race. 

  

 
 

Pat Rix:  Artistic Director-Tutti Ensemble and Social Inclusion 

Advocate 
Pat is an accomplished composer and artistic director of the Tutti Ensemble. 

She is also widely respected as a national leader in social inclusion and 

internationally recognised for bringing community and professional artists 

with and without a disability together for high quality performance. In 2007 

she received the Local Hero Award (South Australia) and a High 

Commendation from the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 

Commission for her work in challenging stereotypes and public perceptions 

about disability. 
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Ambassadors listed below are unavailable for 2018 
 

 
Michael Angelakis AM:  Businessman, Author & Celebrity Chef 
Co-host of “Out of the Blue” TV Cooking show and passionate advocate for 

South Australia. Michael is from the well-known Angelakis Brothers Seafood 

Company, has a wealth of experience in all areas of presentation and his 

warmth and truly professional style is well received by his audience. 

Michael has received numerous nominations and awards for his services to 

South Australia and the food industry.  He has also been active on many 

Boards and Associations. 

 
 

 

 

Wayne Anthoney:  Actor, theatre director, acting teacher, 
stand-up comedian, clown and magician 
Wayne trained as a scientist at Adelaide University, graduating in 1962, and 

worked with early computers until opting for a different career path in 1974.  

He has worked as Humbolt the Clown and done many film roles, most 

recently playing one of the guilty priests in “Oranges and Sunshine”. He has 

also taught part-time at Adelaide College of the Arts since its first year of 

operation and has written several plays. 

In 1996, he took a job as Project Manager for Nyangatjatjara Aboriginal 

Corporation, near Ayers Rock. During the nine years he was there he hardly 

performed at all. The years in the desert, working cross-culturally at a high 

emotional level, have influenced him greatly. 

He recently published a book, “Travels In A Foreign Land”, it being a memoir 

of his more than thirty years’ experience with Aboriginal people in Central 

Australia. 

His most recent theatrical work was a play co-written by himself and 

colleague Jenn Havelberg. Titled “Never a Drop to Drink” - a bleak black 

comedy concerned with life in Adelaide after all the water runs out and most 

people have left. Wayne and Jenn performed it for a two week season at the 

top of a deserted building in Adelaide. 

 

 

 
Maggie Beer AM:  Business Woman, cooking author and TV 

presenter 
Creator of the award winning Pheasant Farm Restaurant and Export Kitchen. 

These days her career spans farming, food production, as well as television 

presenting and food writing. Maggie's appearance on the hit ABC 

programme The Cook & The Chef cemented her place as one of Australia's 

most well known food personalities, and her line of products is arguably the   

most highly esteemed and much loved range for Australian gourmets.  

Maggie won the Senior Australian of the Year Award in 2010. 
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Julian Burton OAM:  Founder, Julian Burton Burns Trust 
In 2002, Julian Burton suffered life threatening third degree burns to his 

body from the Bali Bombings terrorist attacks. From his personal 

experience, Julian knew burn injuries were devastating both emotionally and 

physically. 

In 2003 he was founded the Julian Burton Burns Trust. His research 

uncovered that burn injury is one of the top three causes of accidental death 

in children under five years of age and is one of the three most common 

injuries in Australia each year. Statistics show that two thirds of burn 

injuries are preventable.  

Today, the Julian Burton Burns Trust has become Australia’s first national 

community organisation solely committed to prevention, care and research 

associated with burn injury. 

Australian of the Year (South Australia) 2010. 
 
 

 
Danielle Catanzariti: Australian actress and stage actress 
Although she has appeared in a number of Australian productions Danielle is 

best known for her role as the title character in the 2008 film Hey Hey it’s 

Esther Blueberger - for which she received an AFI Young Actor Award.  She 

was also a principal cast member of the Sydney Theatre Company's 

production of David Harrower's "Blackbird", directed by Cate Blanchett. 

2009 winner of the L’Oreal Paris AFI Young Actor Award. Danielle won the 

Young Australian of the Year Award (South Australia) in 2010. 

 
 

 
 

 
Matt Cowdrey OAM:  Paralympian  
Born with a congenital amputation of his left arm below the elbow, Matthew 

has overcome his disability to achieve great things and become an 

outstanding athlete. He has achieved international status, representing 

Australia at a number of competitions including the Paralympics in Greece 

and the World Championships in South Africa where he won a number of 

medals.  In 2008 he was captain of the Australian Paralympic swimming 

team at Beijing; again winning a number of medals. In his spare time 

Matthew is an influential mentor and role model to young people. Young 

Australian of the Year (South Australia) 2009. 
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Cate Fowler: Theatre producer and director 
Cate is a theatre producer and director specialising in professional 

performance work for children and family audiences. She founded Windmill 

Performing Arts which provides high-quality performance experiences to 

inspire and enrich the learning and imagination of children. Under her 

direction Windmill quickly became the number one company in Australia for 

children’s and family theatre. Cate formed a partnership with UniSA’s de 

Lissa Institute to research the effects of the arts on young children. The 

results led to her pioneering installation theatre targeted at children aged 

12-months to four years old. Cate has also been youth and family program 

manager for the Adelaide Festival Centre, artistic advisor for the 1995 Come 

Out Youth Arts Festival, and artistic director of the Queensland Performing 

Arts Complex’s 1996 and 1998 Out of the Box Festival of Early Childhood. 

Cate’s involvement with the theatre has helped provide an inspiring 

environment for children of all ages to express themselves. 

 

 
 

Dr Bill Griggs AM:  Trauma Surgeon 
An expert in trauma medicine who worked in the immediate aftermath of 

the Boxing Day Tsunami and the consequences of the Bali bombings. 

Dr Griggs also has strong interests in aviation/aerospace medicine and in 

injury prevention. Since 2004 he has been involved in the development of 

the “Roads2Survival” young driver road safety program. 

Current South Australian of the Year. 

 
 

 
 

Gill Hicks:  London bombing survivor, author, Founding 

Director of MAD for Peace and Motivational Speaker 
Gill was the last living victim rescued. Both her legs were amputated below 

the knee, and her injuries were so severe that she was initially not expected 

to live.  She was admitted to St Thomas' Hospital without an identity - she 

was labelled only as ‘One Unknown’. 

She was honoured with an MBE for her services to charity in the Queen’s 

New Year’s Honours List 2008-09, and became both Australian of the Year in 

the UK and Australian Woman of the Year in the UK for 2009. That year she 

was also awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Philosophy from London 

Metropolitan University in recognition of her outstanding contribution to 

architecture and design, and her work in promoting the importance of 

establishing sustainable peace. 

Her work as a peacemaker was most recently acknowledged when in March 

2010 she became recipient of the Iman Wa Amal Special Judges Award at 

the 10th Annual Muslim News Awards for Excellence. 
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Phil Hereen:  Disability Mentor, Senior Australian of the Year 

2007 
Phil Hereen was one of Australia 's most popular speedway drivers until a 

horrific crash in 1993 left him confined to a wheel chair.  

After benefiting from the enduring support of his wife, family and the 

speedway fraternity, Phil understands what it's like for people who don't 

have a team to support them, so he fills that gap.  

He's a volunteer peer support advocate, working side by side with injured 

people, giving them encouragement, inspiration, and hints on life in a 

wheelchair. He's a mentor to many sports people who have become disabled 

through accidents.  

Phillip is also a volunteer facilitator helping youth in trouble for driving and 

other offences. 

 

 

 
Michael Keelan:  Horticulturist, Editor, Radio and Television 

presenter 
With over thirty-six years experience in the media, Michael hosts the top 

rating lifestyle and gardening radio program on Radio Fiveaa each weekend.  

He is an established horticultural editor with SA Life magazine and now co-

hosts on the new “SA Life” program on Channel 7. 

The big screen is not new to Michael as he and Michael Angelakis are the 

two fun-loving hosts of “Out of the Blue”, a popular cooking program now on 

Channel 7 Adelaide and Seven2 nationally. Michael devotes much of his 

spare time to helping numerous charities and has a particular fondness for 

children’s causes and men’s health issues. 

 

 
 

Leigh McClusky:  TV presenter and producer 
Leigh McClusky is one of South Australia’s most experienced and respected 

media personalities with a media career spanning almost 30 years in 

newspapers, radio and television across Australia.  

She is an extremely experienced MC, facilitator and media trainer and a 

Board member of the Women’s and Children’s Hospital Foundation and 

Maximus Resources.  

Leigh now hosts the lifestyle program “SA Life” on Channel 7 as well as 

running her busy Public Relations agency, McClusky & Co Pty Ltd.  
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Belal Moraby: Muslim Commentator and Lawyer 
Belal is a passionate South Australian, lawyer, practicing Muslim and keen 

fisherman. 

Born in Adelaide in 1979 to an Australian mother Cecilia and a Lebanese 

father Niazy, he attended St Peters College before undertaking University 

studies in Computer Science and Law.   

Belal is the first and only lawyer qualified to take instructions for Islamic 

Wills in South Australia, and also practices in Civil Litigation and 

Employment Law at Adelaide’s largest general law firm, Tindall Gask 

Bentley.   

He is currently undertaking a Masters in Law at Adelaide University and 

studies classical Arabic. 

With a focus on education and tolerance, Belal has brought various issues to 

the mainstream through feature articles in major newspapers and regular 

blogs, with a focus on the true picture of law and justice in South Australia 

for people of all religions and backgrounds.  Belal is passionate about 

educating the Muslim and refugee communities concerning Australian laws 

and in particular inheritance.  He has donated his time to community groups 

to speak about these matters. 

 

 

 
Vanessa Picker:  Social Entrepreneur, sportswoman & SA 
Young Australian of the Year 2013 
Despite her university studies and commitment to the SA Women’s Cricket 

Team, Vanessa has participated in numerous youth forums throughout the 

world. 

She won the international 2012 Social Venture Challenge with a project 

called Play Forward:  A project to harness sport to build confidence and self-

esteem in young people and also encourage people to donate pre-loved 

sporting gear to support less fortunate communities. 

Vanessa has also developed a mobile App called FitUsIn to make fitness 

centres and personal trainers more accessible and affordable to the average 

person. 

 

 
 

Gillian Rolton:  Olympic Equestrian 
The highlight of Gillian's career has been to compete at two Olympic Games 

and win consecutive gold medals. The first 'gold' at Barcelona was a 

milestone in Australian Eventing when Gill became the first Aussie female to 

medal at any Olympic Games or World Championships. 

While Gill has established herself as a successful rider both nationally and 

internationally, the media and public recognise her as the gutsy girl that fell, 

broke her collarbone and ribs but got back on to help win gold for Australia 

in Atlanta.  

Gillian's riding career has spanned 40 years and she has been competing at 

International level since 1984. During her career she has won, or placed, at 

many international competitions. These include Olympic Games, World 

Champs, Trans-Tasman's and Internationals in Europe and Australia. 
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Phyllis Skinner OAM:  Dancer, actress & comedienne 
Known as the First Lady of the Variety Stage in SA, Phyl has entertained 

audiences as a dancer, actress and comedienne for a number of decades.  

She has entertained diggers in theatres of war and stooged for such greats 

as “Mo” (Roy Renes), George Wallace, Gary Cooper, Bob Hope and Jack 

Benny. 

A tireless helper for good causes, Phyl currently directs a Morning Melodies 

program for seniors, helps with Meals on Wheels and is active with the 

Rostrum Club.  She is also an Ambassador for “Active Ageing”. 

A true vaudevillean! 
 
 

 
 

Jan Stirling AM:  Former Coach, Australian Women’s 

Basketball Team 
Jan has had a long and illustrious association with Australian basketball 

dating back to 1974 as a player for the Opals. After five years of service she 

turned her attention to coaching and led the Adelaide Lightning to 12 

straight Women’s National Basketball League finals appearances. Jan led the 

Opals to a bronze medal at the 2002 FIBA world championship in China, 

silver at the 2004 Olympics in Athens, gold at the 2006 Commonwealth 

Games in Melbourne and gold at the 2006 FIBA world championship in 

Brazil. 

 

 
 

Katrina Webb:  Paralympian and Motivational Speaker 
Katrina Webb is recognised and acknowledged for her unique athleticism 

and outstanding success as a Paralympic athlete. She has won Gold, Silver 

and Bronze medals in athletics at three Paralympic Games.  

Katrina was the first torch bearer to enter the Olympic Stadium for the 

Opening Ceremony of the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games. In 2006 Katrina 

was selected to address the United Nations in New York on behalf of the 

International Paralympic Committee.  

She is a member of the Premiers Council for Women in SA, has walked in 

the Kokoda track and is a mother of 3 boys. In 2012, Katrina was selected 

as one of three International Paralympic Committee Ambassadors at the 

London Paralympic Games. 

Katrina is a unique and inspiring speaker whose ideas and experiences 

challenge and motivate her audiences. She has delivered over 600 

presentations to over 150,000 people in five different countries. 
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Jock Zonfrillo:  Celebrity Chef specialising in native foods 
Born in Scotland, Jock’s formative years were heavily influenced by his 

grandfathers who both had a genuine love of nature and understanding of 

the land. For Jock, the kitchen was a natural home and a place where, even 

from the very early stages of his career, he developed respect for his craft. 

Honing his skills in the great country house hotels of Scotland, Jock was 

inevitably attracted to the dynamic and competitive kitchens of London 

where he worked with many great chefs, including Marco Pierre White.  

The need to reconnect with ingredients directly at their source prevailed and 

Jock moved to Kent – the “Garden of England” – and worked with David 

Cavalier at Michelin-starred Chapter One. Wanting to further expand his 

knowledge base and curious to experience new culinary cultures, Jock 

moved halfway around the world and spent a sabbatical year in Australia at 

Sydney’s Restaurant 41. 

Australia had a huge impact on Jock, but he still returned to the UK as 

planned. Working again for Marco Pierre White he eventually left the Marco 

fold to join the opening team at The Pharmacy, a restaurant that captured 

the imagination of London and received international acclaim for its cutting 

edge cuisine.  

In 2000, Jock returned to Australia as head chef of Restaurant 41.  His time 

in Sydney was followed by consultancy work before he moved to Adelaide as 

Executive Chef at Magill Estate Restaurant. He remains in Adelaide and is 

now chef/owner of Street-ADL and Orana restaurants, his first solo 

ventures. 

He was recently selected to host the television show “Restaurant 

Revolution”. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 


