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Go like the clippers

Dodge the crowds and enjoy unobstructed views of London’s famous 
landmarks as you sit back and relax with a coffee on Thames river bus

They say that the best way 
to see a city is from the air 
but London is an exception. 
After just an hour in the 
big smoke I’ve seen the 
most famous sights from 
Tower Bridge and Big Ben 
to the London Eye.

I took in unobstructed views of all 
these landmarks from the comfort  
of a seat with a coffee from the bar 
behind me and complimentary wifi. 

I wasn’t on a hi-tech magic carpet 
or a taxi which had sneaked into the 
bus lane, but the Thames Clippers. The 
sleek catamarans operate a scheduled 
service from piers along the river.

Zipping along at up to 32 miles per 
hour, they don’t just give a unique 
view of the city, they make it seem like 
you’re travelling through its history. 

I got on at Greenwich, home to an 
observatory on a hill, where the 
highlight is the meridian line, which 
is officially where Greenwich Mean 
Time begins. A steel line marking  
the meridian is set into cobbles. The 
meridian was established in 1851 to 
help seafarers with navigation and 
this nautical history is on display  
all over Greenwich.

The Cutty Sark sits on the main 
square near the palatial Royal Naval 
College. The soaring stone columns at 
its entrance are the backdrop for 
Hollywood blockbusters including 
Les Miserables, Pirates of the 
Caribbean: On Stranger Tides and 
Thor: The Dark World.

Next door is The Trafalgar Tavern, 
which opened in 1837 and was a 
haunt of novelist Charles Dickens. It 

hangs over the river bank so you can 
watch the pleasure cruisers bob by as 
you sip a beer next to a roaring fire.

The centre of town is just 37 minutes 
away on the Clippers. As you cut 
through waves, the scenery changes 
from renovated warehouses in the 
docklands area to the city’s ancestral 
past as you pass the Tower of London 
and get a unique view of London 
Bridge as you glide underneath.

To get to the middle of the action, 
stop off at Embankment. Just steps 
away is The Savoy, which opened in 
1889 and makes you feel like an extra 
in a period drama with sparkling 
chandeliers, gilded mirrors and 
porcelain antiques.

The floor in the bathroom is heated 
and a toy boat with a Grenadier Guard 
sits by the bath in case your little ones 
want something to play with. 

The most well-known sights are 
within walking distance. Start at 
Trafalgar Square, home to Nelson’s 
Column. It commemorates the Battle 
of Trafalgar in 1805 and is crowned  
by a statue of British naval officer 
Horatio Nelson looking towards Big 
Ben and Westminster Abbey.

Walking back through Trafalgar 
Square takes you to Leicester Square, 
an entertainment spot filled with 
cinemas, night clubs and casinos. 
Some of London’s most renowned 
shops are next door on Regent Street.

After some retail therapy hail  
a black cab to South Bank where 
street artists perform by the river. 

Forget the tourist trap that is the 
London Eye and instead make your 
way to the neighbouring Royal 
Festival Hall, Europe’s largest arts 

centre. More than 300 free events 
take place in its foyer every year but 
the main event is found by taking a 
lift to the top floor where a terrace 
gives perhaps the best view of the 
river in London.

Access to the terrace is free but  
you can admire the view over lunch 
from the Skylon restaurant which  
has floor-to-ceiling windows.

Next door you can get a Clipper 
four stops to Blackfriars, which is  
a few minutes walk from St Paul’s 
cathedral. 

Climb steps up its historic dome  
to try its whispering gallery where 
acoustics allow sound to travel 
around its circumference.

St Paul’s is one of London’s most 
photographed landmarks but shots  
of it usually have other buildings in 
the frame. 

To avoid that, nip across the road  
to the One New Change shopping 
centre and head to the Madison bar 
on the roof. 

It has an uninterrupted view of  
the dome of St Paul’s and a wide  
grill menu. I sipped a cocktail  
while admiring Christopher Wren’s 
stunning architecture before more 
retail therapy in the designer 
boutiques below.

At sundown I headed back to  
the hotel for dinner at Simpson’s 
in the Strand. 

It is run by The Savoy and is  
one of London’s oldest English 
restaurants. It opened in 1828 and 
with its wood-panelled walls and 
leather-lined booths, it couldn’t be 
more traditional –that is what  
every trip to London is all about.

”Zipping along at up to 32 miles 
per hour, you feel like you’re 

travelling through history.”
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nReturn flights 
from Glasgow 
to Heathrow on 
British Airways 
cost £86.22 
including all 
taxes, fees and 
carrier charges, 
based on 
January flights.
Tickets can be 
booked at 
britishairways.
com or over the 
phone on 0844 
493 0787. 
nLuxury King 
River View 
rooms at the 
Savoy start at 
£900 and one-  
bedroom River 
View suites 
start at £2020. 
Bookings can 
be made on 
fairmont.com/
savoy-london  
or by calling  
020 7836 4343.
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