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abu Dhabi-Doo
Catch up with all your favourite cartoon characters on a magical mystery 
tour around Warner Bros World, the world’s biggest indoor theme park

Anyone of a certain age  
will have fond memories of 
Saturday morning cartoons.

In the 80s the eclectic bunch of  
stars stretched from Superman  
and Batman to Scooby-Doo and the 
Flintstones. Who didn’t dream of 
stepping into their madcap world? 
Now you can. Welcome to Abu Dhabi.

Getting out of the taxi, up ahead a 
giant golden warehouse looks like it 
has risen from the sand in an oasis. 
This is Warner Bros. World, the  
biggest indoor theme park ever built.

Abu Dhabi may sound like a strange 
place for Scooby and Shagggy to hang 
out but there’s good reason. The park is 
the latest step in turning the region 
into a paradise for thrill seekers to 
compensate for depleting oil reserves. 
Warner is the first movie studio to have 
its own theme park in the Middle East.

It reportedly cost £750million to 
build and that shows when you step 
through the sleek glass entrance into 
the cavernous air-conditioned lobby.

It looks like a shrine to animation 
with a sparkling white floor and 
golden statue of Bugs Bunny. Try and 
resist joining the huge queue for a 
selfie with the ‘wabbit’ as it’s nothing 
compared to what lies in store.

The park has 29 rides and shows in 
six themed lands and, like the Saturday 
morning cartoons which inspired 
them, they are a diverse bunch.

The fun starts in a replica of a square 
from the 1930s with Art Deco arches 
and classic advertising billboards. 
Rides themed to Wonder Woman, 
Superman and their chums are on a 
street from Metropolis complete with a 
Daily Planet newsstand. Batman and 
arch nemesis the Joker have their own 
gloomy home in Gotham, while 
cartoon characters have three lands.

The oversized boulders of Bedrock 
tell you that you’re in the Flintstones’ 
world and next door is the Grand 

Canyon-inspired Dynamite Gulch. 
Being a big Scooby-Doo fan, I headed 
to Cartoon Junction first to find the ride 
based on the crime-fighting pooch.

Being indoors doesn’t just protect 
you from the heat, it immerses you  
in ways which other parks can only 
dream of. I’m told only 30 per cent  
of the park is on show as you walk 
around, with the rides themselves 
hidden in huge hangars. You don’t 
know what you’re getting until you 
step inside. It makes the doorways 
seem like portals to different worlds.

In Cartoon Junction, the ride 
entrances are actually the front doors 
of a row of brightly-coloured town 
houses. The queue for one winds 
through a house which has been 
trashed by Tom and Jerry. As you  
get deeper inside, you go under the 
floorboards and pass the mouse’s bed 
inside an over-sized sardine can.

The ride itself is a silky-smooth 
roller-coaster which spins as it zips 
down a track in pitch darkness. It had 
me screaming more than the kids.

I finally found Scooby-Doo inside a 
haunted mansion. The ride makes it 
seem like you’ve joined the gang on a 
mission to solve a mystery. The ride 
cars look like the famous Mystery 
Machine and are trackless so they 
appear to dart around the spooky set. 
The climax is a recreation of the show’s 
classic hallway chase as the cars 
pirouette in and out of doors on a long 
corridor pursued by a ghost as you 
hear Shaggy yell ‘zoinks’.

Kids will go ga-ga at the characters 
but nostalgia is the lure for adults. 
Remember Acme and its wacky killing 
machines? There’s a ride where you 
work as a delivery man. Stars like 
Tweetie Pie and Sylvester help you hit 
parcels on 3D screens.

Even the Flintstones log flume has  
a high-tech touch as the boat 
mounts a turntable and slowly 

spins in time to footage on a 
semicircular screen.

In Gotham bricks look weathered, 
there’s graffiti on the walls and 
shadows of  moving people are  
even projected on the windows. 

The highlight is a ride which 
starts out like a planetarium 
show but suddenly turns into a 
3D adventure thanks to the 
seats being attached to a robot 
arm. Themed to the Green 
Lantern comic (not the 
forgettable 2011 movie), it is like 
being thrust into an 80s sci-fi film 
as you soar over psychedelic 
planets and duel with fire-
breathing dragons. It’s a 
spellbinding experience.

Perhaps the biggest trick is that 
by the end of the day you’ll have 
forgotten that you were indoors. It’s 
down to wizardry from above as the 
curved ceiling is cleverly painted to 
look like the sky complete with 
projections of clouds and vivid 
changing colours as the sun sets. 

The sky comes into its own in the 
main plaza when it hosts Warner’s 
equivalent of a fireworks show. Scenes 
of classic movies from Superman to 
the Lord of the Rings are beamed on to 
the billboards above the buildings and 
the action even continues on the 
ceiling itself.

When you finally say ‘that’s all folks’ 
you’ll find that it’s in the mid 30s 
outside at night in Abu Dhabi but 
there’s still plenty to do. 

You can easily spend a week there  
as Warner Bros. World is just a few 
minutes walk from a mega mall. Next 
door to the mall is the Ferrari World 
park which is packed with roller 
coasters, including the world’s fastest  
 (I chickened out). 

There’s also a water 
park which 

is one of 

most innovative in the world. If you 
think that water parks just involve 
tubes with water running through 
them, think again.

This one has a roller coaster snaking 
through the middle. With an Arabian 
Nights theme, many of the slides start 
in a giant falcon’s nest on a rocky 
outcrop whilst others launch riders 
into a pool through tubes carved  
into the shape of snakes’ heads.

It’s only fitting to stay at a themed 
hotel and Abu Dhabi is home to one of 
the world’s most luxurious. Upmarket 
chain Ritz-Carlton’s hotel looks like it 
has been uprooted from Italy. With 
terracotta tiles on the roof and rows  
of Renaissance arches it resembles a 
Venetian palace and even has a mock 
village with olive trees.

If you arrive around sundown you’ll 
be serenaded by an opera singer in the 
lobby with its towering chandeliers. 
Staff wearing period outfits lead you 
to the opulent rooms which have 
mosaics in the showers, Asprey 
toiletries in the bathrooms and one  
of the softest beds you’ll find. 

That really  is a happy ending.
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nFlights from 
Glasgow to  
Abu Dhabi via 
Heathrow cost 
from £580pp 
return (incl 
taxes, fees and 
charges) and 
can be booked 
on ba.com or 
0844 493 0787. 
nA room in the 
Ritz-Carlton 
Abu Dhabi’s 
Venetian village 
costs £145 per 
night from Dec 
1-6, call 0800 
234 000 or see 
ritzcarlton.com  
nSee wbworld 
abudhabi.com 
for tickets to 
Warner Bros. 
World Abu 
Dhabi which 
cost from £63 
per adult and 
£49 per child.
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