
with your neck craned high at the elegant apartments
– or surveying la vie parisienne from a café or a deck-
chair in the Jardin des Tuileries.

If you’re up in time to avoid the queues, however,
make the Musée du Louvre a priority (open 9am-
6pm, and till 9.45pm on Monday and Wednesday;
closed Tuesdays and public holidays). Once France’s
largest royal palace, it is now home to more than
350,000 priceless artworks.

Footsore visitors should hop on board one of the
long-established bateaux-mouches (0033 1 42 25 96
10) for a trip down the Seine, while a sunny
afternoon can be pleasantly spent at the Musée
Rodin (77, Rue de Varenne, 0033 1 44 18 61 10,
open every day except Monday), near the Hôtel des
Invalides complex, wandering the gardens and
admiring the sculptor’s most famous works, such as
The Thinker, in the sunshine.

WHAT YOU MAY NOT EXPECT From Montmartre to
Montparnasse, there are some grand cemeteries
dotted about, but top of your list should be Père
Lachaise. Known as the “grandest address in Paris”,
this necropolis houses the tombs (some of which are
breathtakingly elaborate) of more than a million
souls, including luminaries such as Chopin, Oscar
Wilde, Marcel Proust, Gertrude Stein and Jim
Morrison of The Doors (whose tributes extend half
a mile from his grave). Pick up a free map at the

SETTING THE SCENE Today, the prospect of a romantic
weekend away, to a place with an unequalled collec-
tion of designer shops, is what prompts most people
to head to Paris. Yet the French capital’s long-
standing reputation as a cultural mecca is as strong
as ever. Countless art galleries, museums and jazz
clubs thrive in the city, while its excellent restaurants
attract food-lovers from around the world.

The city centre is neatly divided in two by the
Seine, with 20 arrondissements (districts) spiralling
clockwise from the centre, each with its own distinct
character. The Marais is home to the city’s trendiest
nightspots, while St-Germain des Prés, the Latin
Quarter and the Luxembourg Gardens on the left
bank are the epitome of Parisian café society.

HOW TO GET THERE Fly with British Airways from
Glasgow and Edinburgh to Charles de Gaulle (www.
ba.com, 0845 773 3377) or with Air France from
Aberdeen and Edinburgh. Air France from Glasgow
is via Birmingham (www.air-france.com, 0845 0845
111). Ryanair operates direct flights from Prestwick
to Beauvais (www.ryanair.com, 0871 246 0000).
Paris is a one-hour, €10 coach ride from Beauvais.

WHAT TO EXPECT From the Notre Dame to the Centre
Georges Pompidou, the Panthéon and the Eiffel
Tower, Paris is bursting at the seams with world-
famous sights that remain awe-inspiring, no matter
how often you visit. Don’t try and cram too many in,
though. It’s worth spending time just strolling –
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Whether it’s fashion, art or
good food you’re after, Paris
will oblige with the best in
the world, says Sally Raikes

IF the cultural chic of
downtown Paris starts to lose
its appeal – or if you’re being
pestered by the children – take
a trip to Disney’s resort just
outside the city, with two
parks that are ideal for
escapists. Disneyland is
themed around the traditional
cartoons, while the Walt
Disney Studios takes
inspiration from the movies
and animation. The Disney
difference is the attention 
to detail.

Giant beanstalks, jumping
fountains and topiary in the
shape of Disney characters
keep curious visitors occupied
by day. Fantillusion, the new
night-time parade, is a fibre-
optic effect-fest that will dazzle
even the most cynical
customer. But don’t be
deceived by the saccharine-
sweet surroundings –
Disneyland has the most
thrilling rides.

There’s nothing Mickey
Mouse about Space
Mountain, an indoor
rollercoaster, which propels
guests from 0-60mph in 2.8
seconds. Outdoors, Temple 
of Peril and Big Thunder
Mountain are more sedate but
enough to provide your tummy
with a few jolts. 

You can even ride the
outdoor rollercoasters at night
– there are stunning sights of
the illuminated parks when
you get to the top – but the
turns and drops on the track
can’t be seen in the dark.

The Studios park has more
shows than rides and the star
attraction there is a stunt
display with bikes, cars and

jet-skis. Your children will love
the stunts, but for my money,
it’s the behind-the-scenes
explanations – from the
choreography to the chase –
that’s most appealing. There’s
even a chance to take part, so
remember to cower when your
kids stick their hands up to
nominate you.

Unfortunately, the Studios
park offers few close
encounters with movie props.
Instead, there are tours past
selected film sets. There are
still some surprising twists,
however, such as an
earthquake with fireballs
coming so close that you can
smell the heat, followed by 
a deluge of 265,000 litres 
of water.

The two parks lack the scale
of their US big brothers, but
this is a bonus for weary
parents. And although queues
are common, a clever Fastpass
system gives guests times to
return to certain attractions
and join a priority line.

Fact file
At least a day in each park is
still the best way to take it all
in and Disney’s onsite hotels
cover all cost brackets, from
the Mexican-themed Santa Fe
to the palatial pink Disneyland
Hotel. You can book on-line 
at www.disneylandparis.com,
or through your local travel
agent.

If you’re travelling from
Paris, take the RER, line A, 
and get off at Marne La
Vallée/Chessy – Disneyland’s
dedicated stop. A one-way
journey costs €1.30 (about £1)
and takes about 35 minutes.
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FRENCH LEAVE

FROM EDINBURGH
OR GLASGOW
TO PARIS
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