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I’m living in the world of 
entertainment and I definitely 
understand that Formula one also is 
about entertainment and satisfying 
its public so the one thing I wish 
is really that the Formula One will 
provide good action. I hope every 
year that it will go to the last race to 
make the decision.

I don’t want to preach from my 
own back garden, but I think that if 
you balance sports wise and social 
wise I think Montreal is one of the 
great Grands Prix of the season 
because it’s close to downtown 
and it’s a festive environment. 
So I would say for its ensemble 
of things, Montreal is one of the 
best balanced. Of course, Monaco 
is great for its glamorous things. 
Sports wise, if you’re talking 
strictly a pure performance, you 
can’t put away Spa Francorchamps 
with the Eau Rouge.

In the mid-nineties, I met 
Bernie Ecclestone in Montreal for 
breakfast on the Sunday morning of 

the Grand Prix and the introduction 
was done by the guy who was 
trying to organise the Las Vegas 
Grand Prix. Bernie had visited Las 
Vegas a couple of months before 
and met my partners Steve Wynn 
and Bobbie Baldwin, saw our show 
Mystère and fell in love with it.

He said, you’re an entertainment 
person, obviously you’re very 
successful in Vegas, we have a 
team there and some people who 
are trying to put on the Formula 
One race there, would you like 
to join the team? So I threw a 
little money in and we started the 
relationship there.

I had my reserves about the 
people on the team and eventually 
I stepped out of it, making a very 
clear decision that my relationship 
with the Formula One world was 
more based on a friendship thing. 
For me it is a nice playground, a 
place where I like to hang out and 
fulfil my little kid’s dream of being 
able to see cars up close.

BIoGRAphY

THE RINGMASTER:

Guy Laliberté was born in Québec 

City in 1959. An accordionist, stilt-

walker and fire-eater, he founded 

the avant garde circus troupe Cirque 

du Soleil in 1984. Since then he has 

guided the creative team through the 

creation of every show and he now 

heads an organization with activities 

on five continents. Cirque’s show 

Varekai opens in Oostende, Belgium 

on 29 July followed by its new 

tour Totem which has its European 

première in Amsterdam on 7 October.
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