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since silhouettes of people are projected 
on to their windows.

The reward at the end of the queue is 
being given a pair of 3D glasses to wear 
before getting into the ratmobiles, roving 
simulators that pitch and tilt. 

This trick comes into its own soon after 
the ride begins and giant 3D screens show 
Remy being chased through Gusteau’s.

Although the simulator cars stand still, 
it seems as if they are hurtling through 
the restaurant, as they pitch forward in 
time to the on-screen action.

The 3D screens are seamlessly 
embedded into the lavish sets and their 
resolution is so sharp that it is tough to 
tell the difference between real and 
digital. Further blurring the lines, the 
on-screen events affect the physical sets.

Giant table wheels spin when a digital 
broom appears to turn them and droplets 
of water rain down to simulate a 
champagne bottle bursting open.

It doesn’t stop there, as smells like 
cheese, bread and orange are pumped 
into the ride in time with the action.

It’s a sensory assault with so much 
crammed in that you can’t see it all in a 
single ride. To keep you coming back 
different effects play each time, such as 
scents and the route the car takes. I’m told 
there are 36 combinations.

On my visit, the queue was over two 
hours long. The snaking lines show that 
the gamble of recreating Paris just outside 
the French capital has paid off. 

Of course, the ride itself also has a 
happy ending as Remy eventually guides 
guests into his own underground 
restaurant, where rats sit on champagne 
corks and use cocktail umbrellas as 
parasols. It plays out on a giant screen but 
getting off the ride, a recreation of Remy’s 
restaurant is right in front of you. 

The ceiling is covered with giant 
geranium leaves, the tables appear to be 
jam jar lids and each is lit by oversized 
Christmas tree lights.

The menu couldn’t be more different to 
those typically found in theme parks. 

Steak is the recommended dish and it is 
followed by a huge portion of cheese with 
chocolate mousse for dessert. It feels a 
little formal but nicely complements a 
ride themed on food and is a perfect place 
to wind down after hours on your feet.

With a total of 60 rides across two 
sprawling theme parks, 
the most important tip is 
to bring a well-worn pair 

of shoes.
Ratatouille’s home 

is the studios park, 
which is where 

you find rides 

themed on hit movies. The most 
prominent is the Twilight Zone Tower of 
Terror, a free-fall ride hidden inside a 
mock-up of a huge dilapidated hotel.

It gets off to a creepy start with a video 
showing that the hotel has been 
uninhabited since lightning struck it in 
the 1930s. Next, you’re strapped into seats 
in a cage-like lift that rockets up a shaft in 
pitch darkness before giant windows open 
up to reveal a view of the park down below. 

You then hurtle down faster than 
gravity so it’s not one to ride before lunch.

More relaxing is Stitch Live, a stunning 
show where a digital recreation of Disney’s 
alien Stitch character talks to the seated 
audience. The real magic is behind the 
scenes where a voice actor controls the 
character, which talks in real time rather 
than being pre-animated. 

It keeps kids glued to the screen while 
their parents wonder how it’s done. It’s a 
familiar feeling at Disneyland Paris.

Every night in the fairytale-inspired 
Disneyland park there’s a son et lumière 
known as Dreams and its party trick is 
projections on to Cinderella’s castle. 

Through technical wizardry, the images 
appear to be flat despite being projected 
onto the protrusions, balustrades and 
turrets of the castle. 

It is an emotional tour de force involving 
flame-throwers and fountains timed to 
scenes from classic Disney movies, as 
lasers beam out from the highest turret of 
the castle. 

The crescendo comes when the 
projections transform the castle into a 
giant rocket, which takes off as fireworks 
light up the sky behind it.

The best way to take it all in is to spend a 
day in each park. Staying in one of the 
seven Disney hotels helps you make the 
most of it. The best is the Newport Bay 
Club, resembling a palatial New England 
coastal mansion with white walls and 
rooms replete with nautical trinkets.

In the bedrooms, the characters are 
carefully integrated into the decorations.

It’s enough to keep the kids happy, while 
adults suffering from Disney deluge can 
turn a blind eye.
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Paris? it’s ratawowee

Disneyland Paris offers up their newest attraction.. a rat! The hit animation movie 
Ratatouille and the capers of Remy the rollicking rodent are brought to life in an 

ornate recreation of the French capital and 3D adventure ride.

Walking through a square in 
Paris isn’t usually surreal but 
this time, it certainly is.

The buildings have traditional Parisian 
sloping blue roofs but are painted in more 
vibrant colours than usual and some of 
the chimneys atop them seem to be 
leaning in a cartoon-like manner. 

The cobbled streets are also spotless, 
which isn’t a typical hallmark of Paris. 

The real giveaway is the abundance of 
rats. Images of rodents can be found on 
railings, on manhole covers and even on 
the side of the centrepiece fountain. It is 
clearly far from your average square.

I’m actually in Disneyland Paris and 
hidden away inside one of the ornate 
buildings on the square is a blockbuster 
attraction that is themed on the Oscar-
winning film Ratatouille. 

It stars Remy, a rat who loves to cook 
and befriends a chef in swanky Parisian 

restaurant Gusteau’s. 
The queue winds around huge 

models of chimneys and skylights 
with stars twinkling on the 
ceiling. You spend most of the 
time looking upwards, which 
itself helps to create the 
impression that you have been 

shrunk down and transported 
to the rooftops. 

The attention to 
detail is 
astounding as the 
model buildings 
are soot-stained 
and seem like they 
are inhabited 

Prominent Twilight Zone Tower of Terror

■ Eurostar fares to 
Disneyland Paris start from 
£69 return for adults and 
£49 for children aged four to 
11. A round-trip from 
Glasgow to London can also 
be booked via Eurostar on 
03448 224 777 or online at 
eurostar.com
■ Disneyland Paris has 
packages (including 
accommodation and 
theme park tickets 
for length of stay) 
starting from £178 
per adult at the Hotel 
Santa Fe and £238 at 
the Newport Bay 
Club for bookings 
made before 
September 
30. For 
reservations, 
call 08448 
008 111 or 
online at 
disneyland 
paris.com
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