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'hen crossin

the Atlantic,
getting there
is half the fun

You can fly to New York on a jet, but it’s
far better to take your time and spend six
days on the open seas, writes Christian Sylt
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i P!‘i\/&lf(‘ mt I‘;i(; (}UI(HO coral reefs and an idyllic nature

i ot Turks & Caicos's most sechded reserve. From £6,231 per night
{l ';!‘ ‘M villa vesort, Amanyara, has just (maximum 13 quests) including pri-

- 3 i @ launched an Artist Villa, complete vate airport transfers, activities

it with its very own private recording  and a minimum of four nights full
studio. It's alreadly attracting Adis hoard. For all enquiries contact
“ e i ters like Sienna Miller and Villa Manager Jenny Angeles on
‘ Matthew Williamson. You can +1 649 941 8122
Make the most of the recording studio make music or just luxuriate in www.amanyaravillas.com

Badrutt's Palace Hotelin St Moritz

Real Swiss luxur

Save almost £800 this Decernber at
Switzerland's most opulent ski hotel spe-
cially tailored to make the most of the
350km of pristine slopes around St Moritz.
The package includes two set dinnersin
contemporary Le Bistro restaurant or cosy
Chesa Veglia, the best pizzeria in town; full
body massage per person (50 minutes) and
— most important — a two-day ski-pass for
the entire region as well as free entry to the
legendary King's Club. Double room from
CHF 2,120 (£1.300), a saving of approxi-
mately £795. Valid for travel between 3-19
December 2009. To book visit

cramped bathroom which lacks a

TIS a glorious morning in New York.  stretch as far as the eye can see and the  The Queen Mary 2is
i 2 Seen Mery bath. The cabins are kitted out with |

The sunlight is sparkling on the sky-  overall effect is that of a five star hotel. one of the
scrapers as 1 look out over Manhattan ~ Cream carpets and polished beech walls  cruise liners in the both UK and US power sockets, and
island having just arrived in the abound and itall looks sparkling clean. . world. wireless internet access is available
United States. I couldn’t be more relaxed Although the QM2'’s operator, Cunard, . throughout. But the most impressive
after an early morning visit to the spa is mow owned by US cruising giant : aspect s the view from the ship that
while I was on my way. There’s not a hint -~ Carnival, it hasn’t forgotten its quintes- awaits you every day.
of jet lag and no luggage limits to hamper sentially British roots. Every day white- Through a glass-walled balcony you
gloved waiters serve afternoon tea in the get an uninterrupted vista of the |
It may sound like a vision of the future ~ QM2's winter garden and there’s even a ocean from your cabin. Staring out
butin factit is the exact opposite. There' s squeaky-clean pub with a darts board. into the horizon while listening to

a catch of course, and that's the fact that It comes across as a view of Britain the waves crashing against the ship
it has taken me six nights to get here, trav-  through American eyes and it is mesmerising. Adding to this
elling aboard the Queen Mary 2 cruise makes the QM2abighitwiththe & % hypnotic effect is the fact that
liner. US market. You might also hear the QM2 is equipped with

high-tech stabilising equip-
ment and there is so little
sensation of movement
that it seems as if your
eyes are deceiving you
on looking out and see-
ing the spray from the
ship. Another wel-
come bonus is that
every day clocks are
set back one hour to
compensate for New
York being five hours
behind the UK. It
means you get an extra
hour in bed every day,

There is a tremendous sense of occasion  some well-known voices on
when setting off on the voyage. It begins  board too.
in Southampton where travellers arrive in Racing legend Sir Jackie
the unusual surroundings ofa hangarlike  Stewart is a regular guest
checkin area with Union Jacks hanging on the QM2 and in june
from the ceiling and huge trunks belong-  this year celebrated his
ing to the more wellheeled passengers 70th birthday by taking.
being unloaded from fleets of Bentleys. his family on it to New
The feeling of adventure really kicks in York. “My ideal would be
as the QM2 pulls out of the port. It seems  to make the journey at
like most of the 3,000 guests are gathered leastoncea year," he says.
on the vast top deck sipping champagne
with the QMZ'E famous red and black fun-  REASONABLE RATES
nel towering over. Its horn bellows as we However, it's not just for
leave Southampton behind us and over the big spenders. The most
the loudspeaker a maritime historian  basic cabins have recession-
talks about the history of the port and the busmgg rates  (relatively

Diva resort in the Maldives.

Maldives on a budget
| Anyone booking 21 days in advance
with Luxury Holidays Direct can save
35 per cent on a holiday (£430 per per-
son) at the fabulous Diva resort in the

liniet speaking - this is a cruise which just might be the % . s L Maldives. Se ights’ moda-
*The smell of polished decking s thickin _aboard one of the world's finest best luxury of all. CAMEL OR BICYCLE SADD RIENCE THE EC <l s delu‘feﬂrgm‘smgufn"fg. Lo
the air and, adding to the sense of adven- boats) with a one-way ticket start- , ¥ woTTuB | OMAN WITH OMAN AIR: D [ONSTOP FLIGHTS with Qatar Airways and lots of sun-

v | WORLD OF O 5 o P bathing in a paradise of bright white

ture, people packed into ferries travelling  ing at £999 per person includi
people p: Teturn air fare. This rate would be rea- B8 The most calming way to while |

sonable for the six nights of accommoda- i i R away the day is sitting in the hot tub

tion alone but also included in the price of Watching the clouds and sea pass by |

FR! DON TO MUSCAT-- I sand and crystal waters sounds
ON Lol - oy | right for winter, don't you think? Prices .
L"“‘ sl | go from £1,695 per person for travel

to the Isle of Wight wave and cheer at the
QM2 as it sets sail.

SHEER SIZE all QM2 cabins is unlimited food and soft i .~ through the glass canopy. It couldn’t | TION: : between now and 30 April 2010.
After the festivities you won't be able o drinks 24 hours a day, even through room - ; be more different to bepi%g squeezed YoREINREH M1A 5 OR WWW.SOUL-OF-ARABIA.COM OMAN AIR To make a reservation, call Luxury
Tesist the urge to explore and the first service. There aren’t many luxury : into an airline seat. There is also an + 08444 822 30 | Holidays Direct on 020 8772 7299 or,
thing that comes across is the hotels which offer that, 5 . ingenjous tiered swimming pool. 9o to www.luxuryholidaysdirect.com
sheer size of the QM2. There Dining on the QM2 is an ; : Since its water picks up even the g
are 10 restaurants, seven event in itself. Every night : . slightest movement of the ship, the iz
bars, five swimming guests get a table in the : Pool has a natural wave-like motion. A (eriously from the streets
pools, a ballroom, a : flagship  Britannia Hoa 1ts stepped sides mean that, instead of stacks Hising IS o the subway.
nightclub and  the restaurant  where ; spilling onto the deck, water from the billowing OUL SR Lo way to see it all 5
obligatory costly bou- black te is required Wave motion flows into the upper ti The DEStag e Four Seasons hotel. It . A 2
tiques ‘aimed at 4 andadassicalband 3 efore cascading back dowgpfikeer is from the f.mm\lls_ n at 52 storeys, QM2 will offer 21 Atlantic crossings (10
st puray . plays in the back: i ! v i f,“f,é:l.]ﬁsatelllﬁnt;c windows in the rooms sixnight and 11 seven-night) between
0 come to o 8 o 2 = A i .

Duying jeweliery in . of the food 1 up f e i and 1o ¥ et below seem e g anpton and New orkin 2010
3‘;}?"3“’";}: ores ) osphere ab\;g;;ongt s i) Yﬂ;f g?\‘nl- Er‘i':;ge:ver ‘Central Park - Fares for the sixday crossings beginat

- from the s ? ¥ urant i J ee th i anel i i i
Hermes. outiet and ities and th youget Lo Shing a button on the l}g:’;‘;‘: panel - £999 per person, including the air farein
sundries from the on- i W i R { s ng i il draw the CUMRS FECh reakc over the  the oppositedirection with the seven-day
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