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WELCOME TO THE EDGE
One of the things I like the most about my role at 
Leading Edge is my work with our customers, and 
how they’ve come to put their trust in our hands. With 
some of the most seasoned experts in the business 
on our team, we’re more than just a vendor to most 
of them. We’re partners and trusted advisors.

As we put the first quarter of 2019 behind us, I wanted 
to take that advisor role one step further and share 
some insights about what the rest of the year holds. 
The hope is, a little insight now can help you make 
the most informed decisions possible in protecting 
your assets and your livelihoods.

As you know, 2019 is no ordinary year. The FAA has 
picked this one as the very last year planes can fly 
without meeting the ADS-B mandate. Because of 
that push, lead times for equipment from vendors 
continues to grow. The days of quick and predictable 
orders, at least for now, seem to be over. If delivery 
unpredictability isn’t enough to cause you concern, 
perhaps price changes will.  

With the laws of supply and demand now fully at 
work, our entire industry is now seeing substantial 
price increases in equipment, shrinking capacity and 
continued shortages of qualified technicians. Again, 
all unfortunate by-products of the FAA mandate. 

What does all this mean for aircraft operators and 
owners? It means planning ahead has never been 
more critical than it is now.  At least for now, cost, 
time and availability are all working against you.  So 
please, if you need something, don’t wait. It may be 
the best decision you make this year.
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BizjETs NOW MakiNG THE MOvE
TO TOuCH sCrEENs

Thanks to the proliferation of smartphones, touchscreens have become a staple of 
our daily lives. But up in the air, thing’s haven’t quite caught up, and many business 
jet flight decks still haven’t embraced the touchscreen revolution. 

The fact is, aside from Garmin’s touchscreen controls in jets with G3000 and 
G5000 avionics suites, aircraft manufacturers have generally avoided touchscreens 
in favor of non-touch displays, and all that is starting to change.

We’re now seeing companies like Gulfstream adopt wider use of touchscreen 
technology with the new G500 and G600. On the overhead console of the 
Gulfstreams are three Esterline Korry touchscreen panels. Gone are the dizzying 
plethora switches, knobs, dials and buttons that can be a real challenge to 
memorize for pilots new to models like the G450, G550, and G650. 

In addition to providing a sleek, streamlined look, these touchscreens allow each 
pilot to manipulate the screens independently at the same time, which speeds up 
pre-takeoff processes considerably.

The other great advantage of touchscreens is their flexibility when 
it comes to upgrades. Engineers can easily make changes without 

having to find a place to mount a new button or control.
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But in terms of business jets’ instrument panels, touchscreen displays have been 
relatively slow to catch on. Why? Some say that touchscreens are better suited for 
pilots flying “little” airplanes, and that the way flight decks are set up in business 
jets means pilots are too far away to reach the panel. And not everyone is a fan of 
touchscreens in turbulent conditions.

Despite this, change does seem to be on the horizon. Nextant Aerospace and 
Collins Aerospace, for instance, just received a supplemental type certificate for 
a touchscreen display avionics upgrade for the Challenger 604, part of Nextant’s 
604XT package.

The Collins Pro Line Fusion touchscreen upgrade for the 604 is similar to the 
Fusion avionics system in new King Airs, which pilots have generally been loving. 
And what’s particularly great about Collins is that they’ve made it possible for 
pilots to manipulate the avionics with knobs and buttons as well as eliminating the 
turbulence problem.

With the ever-improving price, capability and flexibility of touchscreens we think 
it’s just a matter of time before they’re standard on most business jets Especially 
as younger tech-savvy pilots move up the flying food chain and find themselves at 
the helm of more sophisticated aircraft.



With the FAA deadline fast approaching, there are an estimated 120,000 aircraft 
that will still need the miniumum ADS-B Out upgrade on January 1, 2020. To put 
that in perspective, nearly 60% of the aircraft out there still need upgrading. And 
that, my friends, is no small number.

With so little time left, why are so many operators still dragging their feet? The 
answer might just have something to do with some popular myths that have been 
floating around for years. So we thought it was time to shed a little light on the 
myths surrounding in the hopes of making sure none of our amazing Leading 
Edge customers end up grounded.
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MyTHs Of aDs-B

MyTh #1 - The mandate deadline will be extended

This one’s not so much a myth as it is wishful thinking. If you’ve attended an FAA 
event or seminar on ADS-B Out, the message is loud and clear: it’s not gonna 
happen. The January 1, 2020 deadline will not be extended. In fact, when FAA 
presenters talk, it’s not a footnote of the conversation, it’s one of the first things 
they point out. No extensions. Period. They’ve given all of us lots of time and lots 
of warning. The way they see it, if you’re grounded, that’s your fault. Not theirs. 
Rules are rules. ATC has been trained sufficiently and everything has been put into 
place to successfully implement the mandated ADS-B traffic. According to the 
FAA, “the time has come!”

MyTh #2 - I still have lots of time

At least 15,000 business aircraft could be grounded on January 1, 2020 –                       
a tremendous number of them simply because time is the one thing they ran 
out of. Just because you’re ready to make the upgrade, doesn’t mean your local 
shop has the room. As the deadline nears, operators rushing to add ADS-B 
Out technology will be met with delays since shop availability will be limited or 
completely unavailable. Not only that, there’s a darn good chance we’re going to 
be seeing major equipment shortages in the leadup and aftermath of the deadline.

MyTh #3 - If I wait until the last minute, prices will drop

Let me ask you this. Have you ever had to fly commercial on a last-minute 
emergency trip? If you have, we bet you didn’t exactly get a stellar deal on the 
ticket price. Quite simply, that’s the law of supply and demand in action. We work 
very closely with the industry’s top equipment manufacturers, and the one thing 
we’ve heard repeatedly is their prices are as low as they’re going to go. In fact, if 
anything, the prices may end up going up as a result of the last-minute rush on a 
depleted inventory of equipment. So the odds are against you.
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MyTh #4 - It’s just too expensive

Several OEMs have put together some ADS-B packages that will offer a range 
of ADS-B solutions depending on your budget.  And the bigger question to ask 
is can I afford to have my aircraft grounded come January 1 if my aircraft does 
not have ADS-B?  The reality for many aircraft owners and operators is banks will 
not provide financing for acquisition if the aircraft does not have ADS-B.  These 
realities make not getting in compliance far more expensive than finding a system 
that works for your budget and for compliance.

MyTh #5 - There are no real benefits to ADS-B Out 

Yes, we know. Some of the previous mandates weren’t exactly life-altering.
But trust this: pilots and operators can benefit significantly from ADS-B Out. Travel 
through remote locations that aren’t covered by radar systems? ADS-B Out has 
you covered, with nonstop surveillance even in those tucked away locations.

Like getting to your location faster? Airspace traffic separation will be reduced 
allowing controllers to plan further in advance thus decreasing an aircraft’s flight 
time — saving time and money! If you’re one of those who are including ADS-B 
In with your upgrade, you and your passengers will be able to receive the same 
traffic and weather controllers see.

MyTh #6 - I’m selling my aircraft so I don’t need to upgrade

Would you buy a used car that can’t pass a safety inspection? So why would you 
buy an aircraft today that doesn’t meet the FAA 2020 Mandate? The pool of 
buyers significantly narrows if you’re not up to snuff. 

More importantly, your buyer will have a difficult time getting financing without 
your aircraft being ADS-B compliant? Why does the bank care you may ask?  Since 
the aircraft is collateral for the loan, in the event the bank has to take the aircraft 
back into their portfolio, they want to be able to sell without worrying about 
meeting the mandate.

So the real question is, now that you’ve confronted some of the myths, what are 
you going to do next? Whatever it is you decide, make sure you do it soon while 
there’s still time. And if you need help making the decision, we’re here when you 
need us.
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kiNG air upGraDE 

inTRoducTion 
Recently, the owner of a King Air B200 came to us to bring the aircraft’s avionics 
inline with the latest standards and technology. 

chaLLenge
More specifically, the aircraft owner was looking for equipment that not only suited 
the small cockpit of the King Air, but also provided greater situational awareness 
while reducing pilot workload and stress, especially in single-pilot, IFR conditions.

SOluTIOn 
A Garmin G600TXi glass touchscreen upgrade with a full Garmin Suite in the 
center stack. Touchscreen upgrade includes:
 
*Garmin Flight Stream 510 (Connext interface)
 
• Garmin GTN 750  GPS/COMM/Nav
• Garmin GTN 650  GPS/COMM/Nav
• Garmin 10.6 G600TXi Touch Glass EFIS
• Mid-Continent MD302 Standby Attitude Module
• Garmin GMA 350 audio panel
• Garmin GTX 345R ADS-B  in/OUT
• Garmin GTX 335R ADS-B OUT

BenefiT – The solution’s advantages and why it was the right choice
Now the pilot can easily configure the display to meet their exact preference, 
greatly increasing their situational awareness while reducing pilot workload and 
stress. Another benefit is the greatly increased reliability of the avionics as well 
as the reduction in the aircraft’s gross weight. During the install we where able 
to remove old wiring which can lead to escalating and difficult maintenance with 
aircraft downtime. With this new panel Garmin avionics technology is enabling 
legacy turboprop aircraft to continue to provide reliable and safe transportation 
at affordable price.
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Like most great companies, having happy, repeat customers is one of the great 
rewards of doing business. But we’d be lying if we said we don’t also enjoy a little 
love from our vendors from time to time. Especially when those accolades come 
from one of the best-known brands in the world along with an exclusive title. 

After a fantastic year of growth, we’re proud to say that Leading Edge Avionics 
has just been recognized by Garmin as one of the top 25 dealers across all of their 
territories. With over 600 dealers nationwide, that puts Leading Edge among the 
top 4% of their entire dealer network. Not a bad score if we do say so ourselves.

As part of that success with Garmin, we’ve also been named as a platinum dealer, 
the first time in our company’s history. 

While we’re happy to raise a glass to that achievement, we’d also like to tip our 
hat to you, our valued customers. Over the years, you’ve trusted us with the very 
heart of your livelihood. You’ve put your faith in us to provide sound advice each 
and every time you call, and you’ve given us the opportunity to earn your business 
with each new interaction. 

So, to you, we say thank you! We couldn’t do it without you.  And as always, if you 
have any questions about any and all equipment and how new advances can help 
make your life easier, don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re happy to serve.

LEaDiNG EDGE aviONiCs NaMED GarMiN’s 

TOp 25 DEaLErs iN aMEriCa
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ask sCOTT

As the official Q&A guy for Leading 
Edge Avionics, my inbox is loaded 
with emails from pilots asking about 
the safety aspects of ADS-B. My first 
thought when I see these types of 
questions are: “Yikes! After almost 
a decade since the mandate was put 
into motion, why are we still having 
this conversation?!” 

You have questions about your 
avionics needs. our VP of avionics 
Sales, Scott Gregory has the answers.

Q:
I hear a lot about ADS-B, 
but how exactly will the 
technology affect my safety?

ADS-B is essentially a technology that works behind the scenes to provide pilots 
with a greater depth of tools, information and technology need to make flying 
safer and I daresay, more efficient. Safety isn’t a benefit of ADS-B – it’s the whole 
purpose of it.

For starters, ADS-B Out gives controllers precise information on your aircraft’s 
location. That’s important because it allows them to do a much better job of 
traffic planning and separation. Now for those flying aces like you, this may not be 
such a problem. But sadly, not every pilot is as good as position reporting as you 
are. For those without your master-level Jedi skills, this new technology can come 
in quite handy.

Here’s the rub though. If you’re only considering the basic ADS-B Out, you may be 
missing out.  If ADS-B Out is good, upgrading to an ADS-B transponder with “In” 
capability is way better. It’s like ordering a plain hamburger from the McDonald’s 
value menu and unwrapping a Big Mac instead. Sure they’re both burgers, but 
you’ll get far more enjoyment out of the one with more stuff on it. Even if it costs 
a little more.

Unlike the Big Mac, ADS-B In’s secret sauce is in the position/direction/airspeed 
and altitude information from other equipped aircraft in your vicinity that you’ll be 
receiving automatically. In practical terms, that means if you ever fly where there’s 
no radar coverage, like at an uncontrolled airport, you can imagine what a safety 
advantage that will be. Plus, ADS-B In also gives you free datalink weather. 

So at the end of the day, ADS-B isn’t just a new requirement that costs you 
money. It’s actually a safety feature that saves you money. And who wouldn’t 
want a piece of that?
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Miss Haps

Each issue she’ll tackle a 
different safety issue in 
her own unique style.

every cause needs a champion. Meet “Miss 
Haps” - our very own Sultana of Safety, Queen 
of caution and Princess of Preparedness.

What causes a staggering $900 Million in damages 
and injuries each year? If you guessed Nick Nolte at 
an art museum on St. Paddy’s day, you’d be close, 
but wrong. It’s runway excursions. They’re not as 
fun to talk about as our good friend Nick, but the 
damage is real my friends.

Nearly a third of business aviation accidents occur 
on the runway, making this the most likely accident 
you’ll ever experience in a plane. The good news, of 
course, is they’re mostly survivable, but they’re still 
cause for concern.

Here’s the rub though: they’re almost all preventable 
if you stick to stabilized approach and landing criteria 
and use accurate and timely runway condition data. 
In other words, you’re in the clear if you can stick 
to the plan and keep your avionics equipment up           
to snuff.

So stay prepared my pets!
And don’t wind up a runway reject. 

upcOmInG EvEnTS

Planes of Fame Air Show
May 4-5, 2019
Chino Airport, California

POPA Annual Conference
June 6th-8th 2019
Terranea Resort, Palos Verdes, California

2019 PDP Course:
Leadership for Aviation Professionals
June 13-14, 2019
NBAA Headquarters, Washington D.C.
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spriNGTiME iN sONOMa COCkTaiL

InGrEDIEnTS:

1 oz anise liqueur such as Pastis
6 tbsp Strawberry-Tarragon Puree
3 oz Hanson of Sonoma Organic Vodka
   (or your favorite brand)
1 oz simple syrup
   Juice of 1 lemon
   Ice cubes
   Fresh tarragon for garnish
   Sliced strawberries for garnish

DIrEcTIOnS:

• Pour 1/2 oz of Pastis in each of two  
 cocktail glasses. Swirl to coat sides  
 of glass with liqueur and then   
 discard Pastis and set aside.

• Combine puree, vodka, simple  
 syrup, and juice of one lemon in 
 a cocktail shaker and top with ice. 
 Close and shake until the shaker 
 is frosted and cold to the touch, 
 about 20 seconds. Fill the Pastis-
 coated glasses halfway with ice, 
 strain the cocktail into the glasses 
 then garnish with fresh strawberries 
 and tarragon. Serve immediately.

next time you’re daydreaming about the sweet strawberries and 
winding vineyard of Sonoma, treat yourself to a simplest spring 
cocktail inspired by this captivating place. With a hint of pastis, the 
anise notes of the tarragon pack an extra punch for a sophisticated, 
refreshing drink that will bring you right back to wine country.
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Deep experience. Pride of work. Customer oriented. These are 
things we always look for at Leading Edge Avionics, and we have 
all that and more with David Nam, our Senior Technician for our 
In-House Bench Department. 

If you haven’t met many in-house benches, we’re not surprised. 
Leading Edge Avionics is one of the few shops left that still offers 
field repair bench services. With over 30 years of experience 
in the field, David is one of our top experts at diagnosing and 

repairing communications, navigation, transponders, altimeters, weather radar 
systems, RVSM systems, and other aircraft electronic systems. 

David’s personal story is an interesting one. His parents both served the U.S. 
Army in South Korea for 30 years. And once they completed their service, the 
U.S. government invited them to retire back in America. Bringing the family in 
1980, David began his tenure with Leading Edge (Western Avionics at the time) 
in 1985. As one of the longest tenured employees at Leading Edge, David brings 
an invaluable wealth of knowledge and information to our customers that you just 
can’t find anywhere else.

In particular, David is known for his ability to identify and resolve intermittent 
equipment issues, including the most challenging of squawks. Whenever you have 
equipment issues, tap into the knowledge base that David Nam possesses and 
you’ll be back in business in no time.

When David is not repairing avionics equipment, he is an elder at his church, 
father of three, and has been married for 40 years!  His daughter Naomi was the 
1999 National Silver Medalist in Free Style figure skating for the United States.  
Talk about being a proud papa!

next time your at leading Edge, stop by and say “Hi!”

fEaTurED EMpLOyEE - DaviD NaM 
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fuN faCTs aBOuT aviaTiON
The oldest airline in the world is about to turn 100 years old. 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines was established in 1919, meaning this year marks an 
entire century in the flying business. Quantas was founded just one year later, so 
they’ll have to wait just a little bit longer for their centennial.
 

“Olive” those pennies add up. 

In 1987 American Airlines saved $40,000 by removing one olive from each salad 
served in first class. Makes you wonder how much they would have saved by 
removing the salad from the menu entirely.

 
You can lose 1.5 liters of water from your body over a 3-hour flight.

Yes. You heard that right. You can shed up to a liter and a half of water from your 
body in the course of a 3-hour flight. For those of you who can’t relate to the 
metric system – think filling a Big Gulp up at your local 7 Eleven.

 
lufthansa is the world’s largest purchaser of caviar. 

When you love something, sometimes you just have to buy it. And Lufthansa 
loves caviar. They purchase over 10 tons per year making them the world’s single 
biggest customer.
 

Internet and Online check-in turns 20 this year

Thank Alaska Airlines for this one. They introduced the internet and online        
check-in way back in 1999. 



13

fuNNy sTOry

Please Make Sure your Bags & Kids are Safely stowed in the Overhead Compartment. 

There’s nothing we love more than hearing a great funny story about life in the 
skies. Well this one caught our eye for all the wrong reasons. Seems that just as 
one of the flight attendants was wrapping up the safety briefing prior to takeoff, 
another one of the crew heard a baby crying, but couldn’t figure out where the 
sound was coming from. 

And if there’s one thing you know from being on a commercial aircraft it’s that 
babies are never too hard to find. 

But this time, things were different. The cries were kind of muffled, and the sound 
seemed to be coming from nowhere in particular. And one of the flight attendants 
realized it was coming from one of the overhead luggage bins. Turns out one 
of the passengers had managed to stow her baby, snug in its bassinet, into the 
overhead bin without anyone seeing. In the mom’s defense, it’s apparently not the 
first time this has happened.

First-time fliers often view the overhead space as a perfectly cozy sleeping cove 
for a newborn or infant baby along with their handbags, of course. Needless to 
say the baby was handed to the mother where it stayed for the remainder of        
the flight.
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airpOrTs WiTH fOOD NaMEs

What’s in a 3-letter airport code?
Well if you ask us, it’s in the eye of the beholder. So we scoured the planet and 
came up with a list of our favorite, food-themed airport codes.
 

JaM Although we prefer the strawberry variety over the traffic variety, this
 airport at Bezmer Air Base in Yambol, Bulgaria shares the namesake
 of both.

nuT If you’re in nuts about Papua New Guinea, then flying into the Nutuve 
 Airport (NUT) Should be the highlight of your trip. 

Pie Next time you’re on the Florida coast, stop in for some PIE at St. Pete-
 Clearwater International Airport. Sadly, it wasn’t named after the sunshine 
 state’s famous key lime pie. This delicious name stems from the airport’s 
 former name: Pinellas International Airport in Ellas County. 

Pea If you don’t like yours with butter, you may want to try smearing on a little
 Vegemite like the Aussies do. Especially if you’re in Irontsone, Australia at 
 Penneshaw Airport (PEA).

SOY Going vegan? The kind folks at Stronsay Airport (SOY) in Stronsay, UK have 
 you covered.

Got any more fun airport codes? Share them at info@leavionics.com. If we love 
them, we’ll put them in our next issue!
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