
]ANDY BLANKS

2 5  DAYS  O F  D E VOT I O N S  F O R  C H R I S T M A S / A DV E N T

immanuel

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS SAMPLE OF

immanuel
2 5  D A Y S  O F  D E V O T I O N S  F  O R  C  H R I S  T M A S / A D V E N T

Immanuel is a 4-week devotional book perfect for Christmas and/or 
Advent. Immanuel will help your students remember what it means to 

have a sense of wonder about the Christmas story. 

If you have any questions about Immanuel, don’t 
hesitate to let our team hear from you. 

FEEL FREE TO CALL US AT 1.888.969.6360 
OR LIVE CHAT US AT YM360.COM. 



BY ANDY BLANKS

PUBLISHED by

Immanuel: 25 Days of Devotions for Christmas/Advent

©2018 by youthministry360. All rights reserved. 
Published by youthministry360, in the United States of America.

ISBN 13: 9781935832652
ISBN 10: 1935832654

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, audio recording, 
digital scanning, or any information storage and retrieval system now known or to be invent-
ed, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Any reference within this piece to Internet addresses of web sites not under the administra-
tion of youthministry360 is not to be taken as an endorsement of these web sites by youth-
ministry360; neither does youthministry360 vouch for their content. 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

immanuel
2 5  DAYS  O F  D E VOT I O N S  F O R  C H R I S T M A S / A DV E N T



Do you know what the phrase, “a sense of wonder” means? To have a sense of wonder is to 
possess a deep curiosity about things, to be able to still be surprised about certain aspects 
of the world around you. Having a sense of wonder means not being so used to the world 
around you that you stop thinking about it as a really awesome place. 

Do you still notice amazing sunsets? 
Are you still blown away by the concept of outer space? Galaxies? Universes? Stars? 
Do you ever step back and think about how cool it is that we can have complex, meaningful 
relationships with other humans? 

If you have a sense of wonder, these are things you do on a regular basis. 

One of the most unfortunate truths about our lives is that we are quick to lose our sense of 
wonder. This is true about how we interact with everything from nature to technology. This is 
especially true about matters of faith. 

The o verwhelming m ajority o f y ou r eading t his h ave h eard t he C hristmas s tory s o m any 
times that maybe you have lost your sense of wonder for it. 

Let’s change that this Christmas.

Immanuel means “God with us.” That’s what Jesus was: God with us. The Christmas story 
is arguably the most wonder-inspiring stories ever told. It’s the story of God becoming 
human in the form of a little, defenseless baby. It was an important chapter in the story of 
God’s desire to rescue humanity from the penalties of sin. And yet, sometimes we are guilty 
of letting Christmas move right past us without stopping to just soak up the WONDER of 
it all. 

Let this book be your guide to re-discovering the wonder for God and His amazing story 
to save us, His children. Don’t lose your sense of wonder this Christmas. Instead, nurture 
it. Open your eyes to what God did and let Christmas become a launching pad to a deeper 
relationship with Jesus, our Immanuel.
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DAY 1

There are those passages in the Bible that we seem to hear a lot at Christmas. Isaiah 9:6-7 is one 
of them. Take a moment and read these verses. Because we’ve listened to them so often, these 
are probably pretty familiar. Because of this, we can easily kind of pass over its importance. But 
don’t let it slip past you this time.

Isaiah 9:6-7 was written by Isaiah, arguably the greatest prophet of Israel. Isaiah was passing 
along God’s words at a time when God’s chosen people had turned their backs on God and had 
stopped counting on God and His promises. Because of this, and after a lot of warning by God, 
Isaiah’s message warned the Israelites of the judgment that was coming their way. But because 
God’s love is unfailing, even His message of judgment carried hope. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 is all about a future in which God once and for all provides a way out from under 
the weight of our sins. Fast forward something like 700-800 years and you see this message of 
hope coming to life in the Christmas story. The baby God was forming in Mary’s stomach? He 
was the same promised savior Isaiah was writing about in Isaiah 9:6-7.

If you want to nurture your sense of wonder, take a moment and let this awesome truth sink in. 
Long before God sent Jesus to this earth, He knew the plan. God’s sending His own Son to live 
and breathe and walk this earth was always the plan. God has always known that Jesus would 
be the answer to a perfect relationship between God and His children, which is excellent news 
for you and me. But to see this plan come to life, Jesus had to come to earth. Immanuel! And 
that’s what Christmas is all about.

CONSIDER THIS . . .
 

• If you have a saving faith relationship with Jesus, the future God has in store for you is full of hope.  
 How does that help you trust Him with your worries, concerns, and future?

• Take a moment to pray to God, thanking Him for being a God who loves us enough to send His  
 Son to live among us to ultimately save us.

I S A I A H  9 : 6 - 7

Take a moment and read Matthew 1:1-17. What a list of names! (SO many names.) Some of 
them are kind of weird, some of them are relatively normal, but all of them are important. You 
probably recognize some of them from familiar Bible stories. (Hopefully, you identified at least 
a few.) But what’s the big deal about this list of names? 

This list isn’t just some strange, random piece of info that would have been important for the 
Bible’s original audience. This list is important for a few reasons. First, it proves that Jesus is the 
promised Messiah. According to the Old Testament, the Messiah was to be God’s ruler, who 
would one day be sent to restore the Israelites. (Of course, we know that Jesus did more than 
save the Israelites; through His death and resurrection, Jesus provided a way for all who will be-
lieve in Him to be saved from their sins.) Old Testament prophecy said that the Messiah would 
come from the line of David. Look back at verse 7. Whose name do you see?

This list actually contains a lot of really cool stories, way more than we have time to go into in 
this devotion. But the important thing about this list is that, for Matthew’s original audience, it 
provided some validity, or authenticity for Jesus’ claim that He was indeed the Messiah. 

Jesus, God with us, was who He said He was. His life attested to it. His death and resurrection 
confirmed it. And it all started with His birth.  

CONSIDER THIS . . .
 

• Where do you see examples of the world around you doubting Jesus as the Son of God?

• How does reading the Bible and praying to God help you trust that He is real and that He loves you?

• In what ways does your life function to the world around you as a testimony of the “realness” of God?
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DAY 3

There are a couple of people who are really important to the Christmas story. They are really 
important to the overall story of Jesus and His life. And they may not be the two people you’re 
thinking about. 

Read Luke 1:5-7. Here you meet an older, married couple: Elizabeth and Zechariah. Zechariah 
was a priest, and a man tasked with representing his people before God in the Temple. He 
would have led them in worship and in making sacrifices and offerings. Elizabeth, his wife, was 
from the lineage of priests (that’s the whole “from the daughter’s of Aaron” line). In verse 6, we 
see that Elizabeth and Zechariah loved God and followed His ways. But in verse 7, we find an 
interesting contradiction.

In verse 7 we see that they had no child. When Luke’s original audience read this verse after 
reading verses 5-6, they would have seen these two truths as contradictory. In Jewish culture, 
children were considered a blessing from God, and if you weren’t able to have children, it was 
thought that God was judging you because of some sin in your life. Can you imagine how hard 
this must have been for them?  

We tend to think that just because we’re Christ-followers, things will go well for us. We ought 
to be happy. We ought to be free from struggle or strife. But that is rarely the case. 

You see, in His grace, God journeys with us through hard times to grow our faith and our reli-
ance on Him. It doesn’t mean that He doesn’t love us. It often means that He’s preparing us for 
a blessing that will mean more because we waited on it.

CONSIDER THIS . . .
 

• What is something you wanted really badly that God didn’t (or hasn’t) choose to provide for you?

• Has enough time passed for you to look back and see why He decided not to give it to you? 
  What lesson did you learn about God or yourself as a result?

• Zechariah and Elizabeth stayed faithful even though God had not yet granted their desires. 
  What can you learn from their example?

L U K E  1 : 5 - 7

5


