
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you for downloading the FREE SAMPLE of So Much More, one of the 4-session studies 
from YM360’s Event Re-sources line of Bible study curriculum. 
 
So Much More is an amazing resource for your youth ministry events. By leading your students 
through So Much More, you’ll not only challenge them to know God on a deeper level, but 
you’ll also equip them to do it long after your event is over. 
 
Before jumping into this sample, make sure you check out all the fantastic features that YM360 
Event Resources puts at your fingertips. There is nothing like it anywhere… 
 
What You’ll Find In This Sample: 

• A Sample of a Small Group Lesson Plan 
• A Sample of the Student Book 
• The So Much More Small Group Overviews 

 
Did you know that the So Much More Small Group Content is just one of the many components 
you have access to with the purchase of a study from YM360’s Event Resources? 
 
We give you all the tools you need to create transformational youth ministry events. Look at 
these incredible features included with your purchase: 

• Large Group Speaker Outlines 
• Large Group Videos 
• Large Group Motion Background/Loop 
• Large Group PowerPoint Slides 
• Promotional Tools: Web Banner/Poster Files 
• Promotional Tools: Promotional Video 
• Parent Resources 

 
We’re committed to making your youth ministry event exceptional. And as always, if you have 
any questions, you can email us at customercare@ym360.com or give us a call at 1-888-969-
6360. 



So Much More: Experiencing the Abundance of God 
“[20] Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” - Ephesians 3:20-21 
 
As humans, we can, at times, become nearsighted. We get consumed by what is right in front of 
us. Our world is only as big as conversations happening on the screen in our hands. Our future 
shrinks down to the next most pressing decision. Our routines hold us captive, and we go 
through life on “repeat.” Heads down. Self-absorbed.  
 
And then something happens, and our horizons are expanded. Our world grows a little bit. 
Maybe it's a new relationship. Maybe it's an adventure. Maybe it's a story or movement that 
breaks us out of our monotony. When we expand our view of our surroundings, profound 
things can happen.  
 
This is true in our lives, and this is WAY truer in our faith.  
 
Because as humans, we can, at times, become nearsighted in our view of God. We are 
consumed by what is right in front of us, and we forget that there is a God who is eternal. Our 
world is only as big as conversations happening on the screen in our hands, and we lose sight of 
God's plan for us and the world, a sweeping arc that cuts through time and space. Our future 
shrinks down to the next most pressing decision, and we miss the “way-more-than-we-could-
possibly-imagine” future God has for us. We become slaves to our routines, and we go through 
life on “repeat,” unaware of the impossibly HUGE power that dwells within us.  
 
It doesn’t have to be this way. The truth is that God, the eternal, unchanging, all-powerful, 
gracious, loving God makes Himself known to us. We just have to WANT to know Him.  
 
So Much More introduces your students to the God who is at once massive in scale and 
intimately personal. Your students will be captured by the grandeur of God and His love for 
them and motivated by His perfect plan for their lives.   
  
 
 
 
Session 1: So Much More To God 

• What We Want Students to Learn: That God is so much more than we can ever 
imagine, but out of His grace, makes Himself known to His children. 

• Scripture: 1 Chronicles 29:10–13; Isaiah 55:8-9 
• Session Snapshot: There is a God. And there is no one and nothing like this God. He is 

eternal. He is all-powerful. He is righteous and holy. There is a depth to His nature that 
we can never fully know. God is glorious and amazing and wonderful . . . FAR MORE than 
we could ever comprehend. And yet, in His grace and mercy, the God of the “so much 



more” makes Himself knowable to us. While we can never fully plumb the depths of His 
character, we can be in relationship with Him because He makes it so. This foundational 
session will set the tone for the rest of your Bible study gatherings. 

 
 
Session 2: So Much More Love For You 

• What We Want Students to Learn: That God’s love is so much more complex and 
complete than we could ever expect.  

• Scripture: Philippians 2:5–11; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:4-5 
• Session Snapshot: Is there anything better than contemplating the “so much more,” 

overwhelming, sheer audacity of Jesus’ love? Jesus, who by His very nature is God 
Himself, stepped out of heaven and walked among His creation, fully God, but fully man. 
He embraced all that humanity entails, just so that we could experience new life with 
God, both here and for all eternity. And He did this because He loves us. Paul tells us 
that Jesus didn't just become a man, but that He became a SERVANT, to the point of 
humbling Himself in death, taking on the wrath of God that He did not rightfully earn, all 
so that we might be saved from the just punishment our sins earn us. What an 
extravagant gift of love. This session will help your students reflect on exactly what 
Jesus' love means for them and the world.  

 
 
Session 3: So Much More Planned For You 

• What We Want Students to Learn: That God’s vision for their life is so much greater 
than they can anticipate and that He is present with them as they go.  

• Scripture: Joshua 1:6-9; Isaiah 41:10  
• Session Snapshot: When we consider the “so much more” of God, it can be 

overwhelming in a good way. But sometimes, we consider our own lives, and we are left 
somewhat underwhelmed. We look around us and ask, "Is this it? Is this all God has for 
me”? The wonderful news is that God’s so much more doesn’t just stop with Him. God 
has a vision for our lives that is WAY more than we can comprehend. His great desire is 
to use us, His people, to change the world for His sake. The best news of all? He goes 
with us. He doesn’t wind us up and set us free. He goes before us and prepares a way, 
then walks with us down the path He has directed. This is a POWERFUL message for 
your students, one that will challenge and equip them to lean into what God has in store 
for them. 

 
Session 4: So Much More Power For You 

• What We Want Students to Learn: That God has given His people a source of strength 
that is so much more powerful than most ever realize. 

• Scripture: John 14:15-17; Ephesians 3:20-21 
• Session Snapshot: As Christ-followers, we go about our daily lives doing our best to live 

as God expects us to live, not out of obligation, but because we are His children. The 



interesting thing is how often we attempt to live this life under our own power and NOT 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. Why? Because we often don’t understand the power or 
purpose of the Holy Spirit. This session will help students understand the gift that God 
gave us as we live in the world, but not being of the world. 



 

 

 
 
What We Want Students to Learn: That God is so much more than we can ever imagine, but out of His grace, 
makes Himself known to His children. 
 
Scripture: 1 Chronicles 29:10–13; Isaiah 55:8-9 
 
Session Snapshot: There is a God. And there is no one and nothing like this God. He is eternal. He is all-
powerful. He is righteous and holy. There is a depth to His nature that we can never fully know. God is 
glorious, amazing, and wonderful, FAR MORE than we could ever comprehend. And yet, in His grace and 
mercy, the God of the "so much more" makes Himself knowable to us. While we can never fully plumb the 
depths of His character, we can be in relationship with Him because He makes it so. This foundational session 
will set the tone for the rest of your Bible study gatherings. 
 
 
Bible Background 
The Bible Background is a focused, brief overview of some of the background info for the main passage you will 
be teaching. 
 
Teacher Prep Video 
Each Leader’s Guide comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the 
lesson's main point as you prepare to teach. 
 
To access your So Much More Lesson 1 Teacher Prep Video, click on the link below: 

•  
 
The Details 
1 and 2 Chronicles 

• Author: We don't know who the writer of 1 and 2 Chronicles is. Scholars point toward Ezra, who lived 
in the latter half of the fifth century BC. However, some assert that Nehemiah was an author. 

• Time frame: 1 and 2 Chronicles have traditionally been hard to date. We know they were written after 
the exile from the Babylonians, around 1000 BC. They were likely written in mid 400 BC. 

• Purpose: In some sense, 1 and 2 Chronicles is a worship manual for the people of Israel returning after 
the exile. Specifically, they focus on the Southern Kingdom, the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi. 
They helped the exiles understand what real worship looked like while bringing unity and direction to 
the people.  

 
The Main Point 
The main point of this passage is found in verse 11: "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
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kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all." This is the heart of the passage and parallels the 
main truth of Isaiah 55:8-9. The list of superlatives that David speaks about God to the gathered assembly 
accomplishes its purpose. It sets God apart as higher than us. God is other. He is so much more than we can 
possibly imagine.  
 
The Takeaway 
This is an interesting lesson. If we learn about the majesty of God and His otherness and we leave it there, we 
might find ourselves frustrated or worse. We might despair that God is so great, then how could we ever hope 
to relate to Him? That's why the application of this lesson is so important. You want to communicate to your 
students that, yes, God is so much more than we are. BUT, He allows us to know Him! We can know and be in 
a relationship with the all-powerful, all-knowing, unchanging, eternal God. This truth is life-changing and will 
help your students see God and their faith in a fresh, new way. 
 
 
Lesson Plan 
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: an introductory activity called Getting Started; the Bible study 
section called Digging In; and an application-focused segment called Wrapping Up. 
 
Getting Started 

• Student Book Pages 
o This lesson will utilize pages 8-12 in the So Much More Student Book.  
o This activity will use pages 8-9. 

 
• Additional Instructions 

o None 
 

FIRST, welcome students to their first session. If everyone in the group doesn't already know each other, take 
a moment to have people introduce themselves. If you want to do this by having a little fun, have each person 
share their name and their favorite kind of cereal. If your group already knows each other pretty well, consider 
still asking the favorite cereal question (or something similar like what superpower they would have if they 
could only choose one).  
  
THEN, when you're done, explain that you will use the Student Book to facilitate these Bible study times. 
Direct their attention to the activity on page 9. Explain that this is going to be super fun and very simple. 
Explain that you will get to know the group a LOT better through this activity. The goal is for everyone to take 
a moment and write down a secret that no one else knows about you. Say something like this: 

• BUT WAIT! Before you do, hear me say that this secret will 100% be read aloud in this group. And by 
the end of this activity, everyone will know that it’s your secret. So, choose carefully!  

 
NEXT, give them a minute or so to write down their secret. When they have finished, have everyone in your 
group take their Student Books and pile them in a central pile in the middle of your gathering space. Mix the 
books up really well, then have students reach into the pile and grab a book. Then, have students turn to page 
9, read the secret, and then write who they think the "owner" of the secret is. (If you're in a group where 
everyone doesn't know each other, it's fine! The activity still works. When it's their turn to read the secret 
aloud, they can point to someone. It makes it a little more fun.) 
 



 

 

THEN, go around the group and have students read the secret in their book aloud and guess who it belongs to. 
(If you have a large group, you may want to just call on selected volunteers to do so.) Have fun with this, 
engaging with particularly random or otherwise interesting secrets. Then, when you're finished, return the 
books to their owners. (If you have a large group where not everyone had a chance to share and thus doesn’t 
know who has their book, this becomes a really fun game of calling out secrets and seeing who the match is!)  
 
FINALLY, when everyone has their books back, say something like: 

• Trying to guess a secret is like trying to know the unknowable. If it’s a really good secret, you had no 
clue who it belonged to! Maybe for some others, you had clues. But if you didn't, it was almost 
impossible to guess. Knowing the unknowable is by definition impossible. We’re about to spend 
some time in this session talking about a pretty wild truth: God makes Himself known to us. While 
we take this for granted, we shouldn’t. And that’s the point of our time together today. How 
awesome it is that we can know God! He doesn’t keep Himself or His ways a secret. There is so much 
to knowing God. Let’s take a closer look.  

 
If there are no more comments or questions, transition to the Digging In section of your lesson.  
 
Digging In 

• Student Book Pages 
o This activity will utilize pages 10-11 in the So Much More Student Book. 

• Additional Instructions 
o You'll want to make sure students have something to write with and a Bible or Bible app.  

 
FIRST, instruct students to turn to pages 10-11 in their Student Books. Begin by directing their attention to the 
top of page 10 and the prompt there. Say something like: 

• We all know important people. Most of us have people in our lives who are important to us or 
others. These may be coaches, teachers, or pastors. Some of us know people who would be 
considered important to a wider circle of folks. Maybe your mom or dad is a doctor or a principal. 
Maybe you have an aunt or uncle who is a judge. And a few of us even know people who would be 
recognized as really important by a lot of folks. A few of us might know a state representative, 
musician, or even an actor. Regardless, we all know people who are considered important. What I 
want you to do right now is take a moment and picture someone you know who you, and maybe 
others, would consider important. Then, in the space provided at the top of page 10, write down a 
few words or phrases to describe this person.  

 
Allow students a moment to do this, then call on volunteers to share the person they chose as important and 
some of the words or phrases they used to describe them. When they’ve finished, say something like: 
There were some similarities in these descriptions, weren’t there? It’s tough to say if people are important 
because of their characteristics or if their importance brings out their characteristics. That's an interesting 
discussion for another day. What we're about to see is someone who we are familiar with looking at a VERY 
important person and describing this person in great detail. It’s a pretty cool moment, so let’s dig in.  
 
THEN, have students turn to 1 Chronicles 29:10–13. While they’re finding it in their Bibles, give them some of the 
context for the book using the Bible Background portion of your lesson. Then, give some of the immediate context for 
the passage. Say something like: 



 

 

• Where we’re about to pick up in 1 Chronicles, King David is nearing the end of his life. Just after the 
passage we're going to read, David anoints his son Solomon as king of Israel, and then we read an 
account of his death. But before he died, David made preparations for Solomon to build the Temple. 
Recall, up until this point, there was no Temple. There was no permanent place for the Israelites to 
go and worship God. This was a task that God had for Solomon. But near the end of his life, David 
was preparing for the work to be done. Where we pick up, David says one final prayer as king before 
the gathered people of Israel.  

 
NEXT, read or have a student read 1 Chronicles 29:10–13. When they’ve finished, work through the prompts 
below the passage on page 10 in their books. Allow them a few moments to complete a prompt, then have 
students share their answers. The answers to the prompts are below: 

• Draw a line under who David is directing his praise to.  
o Answer: God 

• Draw a circle around every word David uses to describe God.  
o Answers include: “Blessed,” “the God of Israel,” “our father, forever and ever,” “greatness,” 

“power,” “glory,” “victory,” “majesty,” “exalted as head above all,” “might,” “glorious,” among 
others. 

• Draw a box around every sentence or phrase where David mentions God’s authority. 
o Answers include: “the God of Israel,” “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 

glory and the victory and the majesty,” “all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours,” 
“Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all,” “you rule over all,” “in 
your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.” 

• In the space provided, describe David’s posture or attitude toward God. 
o Answers will vary, but point out that David was in awe of God. And he finished his prayer with 

praise and thanksgiving.  
 
When you’ve finished, lead students in a brief discussion. Ask: 

• We could do individual word and theme studies on the concepts of this passage, and they would give 
us weeks and weeks of content. But let's not focus on the details. Let's focus on the big picture. From 
the big picture perspective, what is David saying here about God? 

o Answers will vary. Lead students to grasp that David is describing God as breathtaking. The 
characteristics David lists paint a picture of God as all-powerful, glorious, eternal, majestic, holy, 
and on and on. This is an amazing and true picture of God.  

• In the face of this type of description of God, what is your response? How does it make you feel 
knowing that this picture of God is whom we stand before? 

o Answers will vary. The goal is to help students grasp the "bigness" of God.  
 
Say something like: 

• David shows us something in his description of God: God is awesome in the truest sense of the word. 
He is so, well God, and we are so, well, not. God summarizes this truth well for us through the words 
of the prophet Isaiah. Let’s take a closer look at what He said.  

 
THEN, direct their attention to page 11 of their Student Books. Read or have a student read Isaiah 55:8–9. 
When they have finished, work through the questions on page 11 as a group. The answers are as follows:  

• What does it mean that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts? 



 

 

o Answers will vary, but help students understand that God is “other.” The way He “thinks” isn’t 
the way we think. How He "decides" things isn't how we decide things. The entire framework 
God uses to see time and creation is completely different from ours. He’s not better or purer. 
He's other. He's in a completely different category.  

• What do you understand verse 9 to be saying about God and us? 
o Answer: God is helping us see this profound difference between Him and us by using a word 

picture. It's not a literal distance. It's a symbolic way for God to say, "Hey guys, we're nowhere 
close to being on the same level."  

• If we were never able to know about God but still know of Him, how would this change the nature of 
our faith?  

o Answers will vary. But this would be odd. It would lead us to feel distant from God. We would 
know there WAS a God but not know His nature. This could lead to fear or anxiety or an overall 
lack of wanting to know Him.  

• So, how do we know that God wants us to know Him? 
o Answers will vary, but this is kind of a fun question. Let students offer answers until no one 

seems to have anything different to say. Then transition to the wrap-up portion of your 
discussion.  

 
Say something like: 

• How do we know that God wants us to know Him? You're holding it in your hand. The same God 
David describes as holy, powerful, majestic, and victorious, the same God who says His ways are 
eternally higher than our ways, this very God WANTS us to know Him! He makes Himself known to 
us in so many different ways. The Bible is the main way, but we can know of God through creation, 
His Holy Spirit, and even through interactions with other Christ-followers. God is so much more than 
we can ever imagine, but out of His grace, He makes Himself known to us, His children. This fact 
should blow our minds.  

 
FINALLY, allow students to respond to this with any questions or thoughts. Then, explain that one of the most 
important things we can do is ask how this truth impacts our lives.  
 
Make sure no one has any thoughts or questions, then transition to the Wrapping Up portion of your lesson.  
 
 
Wrapping Up 

• Student Book Pages 
o This activity will utilize page 12 in the So Much More Student Book. 

 
• Additional Instructions 

o Make sure students have something to write with.  
 
FIRST, instruct students to turn to page 12 in their books. Explain that this activity will help them figure out 
How well they know God and how to apply this truth to their lives.  
 
THEN, lead students to process the questions on the page. Ask each question, give them time to write their 
responses, and then go over their responses if volunteers are willing to share. Work with them on question 
two to help them consider their Bible reading and prayer habits. Challenge them to come up with practical 



 

 

things they can do to get to know God better. Make sure they are thinking about real, actionable changes in 
their lives.  
 
FINALLY, ask students if they have any questions or additional comments. Inform students of the devotions 
located on pages 38-45 in their Student Books. Provide them with a schedule or some structure as to when 
you would like them to work through them. (The first devotion is on page 38.) 
 
If there are no more questions, close in prayer for your group. 
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INTRO

As humans, our world can sometimes only be as big as conversations hap-

pening on the screen in our hands. Our future shrinks down to the next most 

pressing decision. Our routines hold us captive. And then something hap-

pens, and our horizons are expanded. Maybe it's a new relationship, an ad-

venture, or a movement that breaks us out of our monotony. We expand our 

view of our surroundings, and profound things happen. 

This is true in our lives, and this is WAY truer in our faith. As humans, we can 

become nearsighted and forget that there is a God who is eternal. We get 

stuck in our routines and lose sight of God's plan for us and the world. Our 

future shrinks down to the next most pressing decision, and we miss the 

"way-more-than-we-could-possibly-imagine" future God has for us. 

So Much More is all about showing you that it doesn't have to be this way. 

Have You Prepared For The Journey?
Ask yourself: Is my heart prepared to be challenged? Am I willing to be 

changed? If you can't answer "yes" to these questions, this journey might not 

be nearly as spectacular as it could be. Take a moment and silently talk to 

God in prayer if you need to. Ask God to radically move in your life. 

You’re Holding Your Map.
This book you’re holding is the roadmap for your journey. It will help guidey-

our experiences. Write your name and the date in the front. Hold on to it. You 

may want to look back and remember this time in your life.

Learn. And Teach.
Keep your eyes and ears open for those valuable moments where God wants 

to teach you something. But don't miss the chance to teach your friends, and 

to be taught by them. Your friends are with you in this experience. Be open 

to what God is doing in and through them and how He might be using them 

to speak to you. And vice versa.
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“[20] Now to him 
who is able to do far 

more abundantly than 
all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at 
work within us, [21] to him be 

glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, 

forever and ever. Amen.” 

- Ephesians 3:20-21
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These two pages are designed for you to take notes on during Large Group Sessions. 
The stuff you're learning will build on itself over the next few sessions. So even if you're 
not much of a note-taker, you might want to at least jot down what you think is important.

LARGE GROUP NOTES

Try writing down:
     • Any specific teaching points
     • Verse references for Scripture passages
     • Quotes that make you think
     • Anything you have a question about
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SESSION 1
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SMALL GROUP INTRO
session 1

We can’t help it. We take the most amazing things for granted, 
and we do it all the time. 

It’s easy to forget that the Internet wasn’t widely used until your 
parents were maybe your age. You’re the first generation born 
into a world where everyone has smartphones or a tablet. Wi-Fi 
is relatively new, all things considered. 

It’s so easy to take for granted how revolutionary these and 
other technological advances are. They’ve changed every aspect 
of our culture in a pretty short amount of time. And what do we 
do? We complain when the Wi-Fi is too slow or when we have to 
restart our phone. We take for granted the fact that we have more 
advanced technology at our fingertips than any civilization in the 
history of humankind. 

We are pretty guilty of this regarding the technology surrounding 
us. We’re SUPER guilty of this when it comes to God. 

How completely mind-blowing is it that God allows us to know 
Him? The eternal, unchanging, all-powerful God who created all 
things allows us to be in a relationship with Him. Not only that, He 
WANTS to know us and be known by us. What a fantastic truth! 

This first session will unpack this powerful concept. If you’re ready, 
turn the page.



GETTING STARTED
session 1

Shhhhhhhhhh! Try to guess the secret. 

THE  SECRET

I’m thinking this is                                                                   ’s secret!
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SESSION 1 DIGGING IN
DESCRIBE THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON YOU PERSONALLY KNOW:

Read the following passage and follow the prompts below:

[10] Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David 

said: “Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. [11] 

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 

majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, 

O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. [12] Both riches and honor come from 

you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is 

to make great and to give strength to all. [13] And now we thank you, our God, and 

praise your glorious name.     - 1 Chronicles 29:10–13

 

 • Draw a line under who David is directing his praise to. 

 • Draw a circle around every word David uses to describe God. 

 •  Draw a box around every sentence or phrase where David mentions  

God’s authority.

 • In the space provided, describe David’s posture or attitude toward God. 

Work with your group to work through the Bible study activities on the next two pages.
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- Isaiah 55:8–9

  8  For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways,
DECLARES THE LORD.

  9  For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth,

so are MY WAYS higher than 
your ways and 

MY THOUGHTS than 
your thoughts.

What does it mean that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts?

What do you understand verse 9 to be saying about God and us?

If we were never able to know about God but know Him, how would 
this change the nature of our faith? 

How do we know that God wants us to know Him?

11
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Wrapping 
Up

SESSION 1

How well do you know God? 
Answer the questions below to complete this activity. 

How well do you know God? In the space provided, 
write down your FAVORITE things about God. 

How do you get to know God? How are you doing at 
getting to know God?

What are three changes you could make to take 
your knowledge of God to the next level? 
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