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introduction
How do you describe something that’s too big for words? 

The last ten days of Jesus’ life here on earth were the end of a plan that God had set in motion before 
creation. The events surrounding Jesus’ arrest, death, and resurrection are at the center of God’s story to 
rescue all things. So how do we stand the chance of understanding how important this last week is?

It’s pretty close to impossible, but we’ll try anyway. 

The last ten days of Jesus’ life show us an incredible picture of purpose, commitment, and compassion. 
Jesus steadily moved toward the most agonizing moments of His life (of ANY life, for that matter) and 
He did so with you in mind. He did so with me in mind. Jesus did what He did because of His great 
desire to purchase victory over sin and death for everyone who had or one day would believe in Him. 
And He did it all out of love.

What exactly did Jesus do? A lot. And this book is going to allow you to walk with Jesus every 
step of the way during His last moments on earth. Along the way, you’re going to grasp, maybe for 
the first time, exactly what Jesus went through. You’ll get a glimpse of what He experienced as He 
boldly moved toward the cross. And maybe, just maybe, you’ll fall more in love with Jesus and how 
relentlessly He fought to save you from sin and death.

When you get to Day 8 in this book, you’re going to read about Jesus on the cross. At the end of the 
brutal ordeal, just before He died, Jesus looked to heaven and cried out, “It is finished!” But unlike every 
other finish you’ve ever heard of, Jesus didn’t mean He was done. Not by a long shot. You see, Jesus was 
just getting started. And maybe that more than anything, THIS is the power of the Easter story. 

Get ready to experience the final days of Jesus’ life like you never have before. 

HOW THIS BOOK WORKS
This book is a ten-day devotional. For each day, you’ll have three sections to read. The first section, 
THE BIG PICTURE, will give you a quick snapshot of what happened on that specific day. The 
second section, THE STORY, will tell the story of what happened on the day in question, helping 
you understand precisely what was going on. The third section, LOOKING CLOSER, will provide 
you with a brief Bible study on some aspect of the day you are covering. It’s a great framework to 
help you discover what Jesus went through in the last week or so of His earthly life.



If you were asked “Why did Jesus, God’s own Son, need to come to earth to begin with,” how 
would you answer? It’s an important question. Before we look at the end of Jesus’ life here on earth, 
it’s essential that we remember why He came in the first place.

Let’s start with God. He exists. He is real. He is the Creator of all things. Genesis 1 tells us that 
God spoke creation into existence. God created the heavens and the earth, the seas, the plants, the 
animals . . . And He created man and woman, Adam and Eve. He created us because He loves us 
and wanted to be in a relationship with us. In the beginning, the Bible tells us that there was perfect 
harmony between God and people. God provided for Adam and Eve everything they needed. There 
was no need to worry. No sadness. No death. No fear.

And then sin entered the picture. The Bible tells us that Adam and Eve rebelled against God. They 
broke the rules He gave them. What happens when the created rebel against the Creator? What 
happens when imperfect people revolt against the Perfect Life-Giver? The only right punishment 
is death. But God graciously didn’t take Adam and Eve’s life. He allowed them to continue to live. 
But their fellowship was broken with God. Sin had created a barrier between them. 

Here’s the tough part: when Adam and Eve sinned, it wasn’t just them that was affected. It was all 
of us. “When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to 
everyone, for everyone sinned” (Rom. 5:12, NLT). From Adam until now, there has never been a 
human being who didn’t sin, except for Jesus. And the Bible tells us that our sin earns for us death: 

“For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Our sin separates us from God, both in this life and for 
eternity. The worst part? Because we’re sinful, we can’t do anything about this separation. We can’t 
overcome it. We can’t fix it. The solution is outside of us. We’re helpless. But the amazing thing is 
that God always had a plan to overcome this truth.

The Bible tells us that before we even were aware that we needed rescuing, God had a plan to save 
us (Eph. 1:4, 2:10). And that plan was Jesus. 

Take a moment and read these verses. They are familiar, for sure. But think about them in light of what 
you just read and in light of Easter: 

 “FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY SON, THAT WHOEVER 
  BELIEVES IN HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. FOR GOD DID 
  NOT SEND HIS SON INTO THE WORLD TO CONDEMN THE WORLD, BUT IN ORDER 
  THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED THROUGH HIM. WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM IS 
  NOT CONDEMNED, BUT WHOEVER DOES NOT BELIEVE IS CONDEMNED ALREADY, 
  BECAUSE HE HAS NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY SON OF GOD. 
  - JOHN 3:16–18

Look at verse 16. What was God’s motivation for sending Jesus to us? Why did He do it?

Remember, sin earned us death, a forever-death apart from God. What does verse 16 say that our belief 
in Jesus earns for us? 

It's incredible that in His mercy, God allowed us to be saved from the punishment of our sins by faith in 
Jesus. He didn't have to. He could have made it so that we had to work our whole lives for our salvation. 
But God knew that even if we tried our hardest, we'd never be perfect. And perfection is God's standard. 
So because He loved us, God sent His perfect Son to die in our place, to pay the punishment our sin 
rightfully earned for us. The Bible says, “For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Look back up at verse 17. Jesus could have condemned us for our sin. What did He do instead? 

In your own words, what did Jesus do to save us?

And just as a reminder, what does verse 18 say we have to do to be saved from the penalty of our sins?

You're about to spend the next week and a half learning in intimate detail what Jesus' last week on earth 
was like. Before you do, just remember WHY Jesus was here in the first place. He was here to purchase 
your life with His own. Before you wrap up today's devotional time, make sure you spend some time in 
prayer thanking God for sending Jesus and thanking Jesus for willingly going to the cross for you.

day 1 G ETT I NG  R EA DY
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THE BIG PICTURE
• Roughly a week before the Passover feast, Jesus arrives in Bethany, a city about 2 miles from 

Jerusalem. During the last week of His earthly life, Jesus would come and go most days from
Bethany to Jerusalem. 

• Bethany is the home of the sisters, Mary and Martha, and their brother, Lazarus.
• The modern name of the city is “El-Azariyeh,” which is based on the name of Lazarus

whom Jesus raised from the dead.
• At a dinner either Friday or Saturday night, Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive

perfume. Large crowds of people came to Bethany to get a glimpse of Jesus.

THE STORY
Before you begin the story of the last week of Jesus’ life, you need some context. Jesus spent His last 
week in and around the city of Jerusalem. Why Jesus was there in the first place is a pretty import-
ant part of the story. Every year, the Jews would come from hundreds of miles away to celebrate the 
Passover Feast. They’d come from near and far because thousands of years before Jesus was born, 
God commanded His people to celebrate the Passover. 

Do you remember what the Passover was? In the Old Testament, the Egyptians had made God’s people, 
the Israelites, their slaves. The Israelites suffered terribly under the Egyptian ruler, Pharaoh. God’s people 
cried out to Him, and He heard them. God raised Moses to be their leader and to demand that Pharaoh 
let His people go. Pharaoh wasn’t really up to it though, and so God had to get his attention.

Remember the story of the 12 plagues? Bloody rivers, frogs raining down from the sky , locusts . . . 
yuk. But those still weren’t enough to get Pharaoh’s attention. And so after many warnings, God 
sent one of His angels to kill the firstborn child of every person in Egypt. But before He did this, 
God sent word to His people to sacrifice a lamb and to take the blood of their sacrifice and wipe 
their doorposts with it. When the angel came around, he would see the blood and “pass over” the 
homes, sparing the lives of the Jew’s firstborn children. 

Pharaoh had his chance to prevent this, but he wouldn’t listen. And so God allowed his angel to 
kill the firstborn child in every Egyptian home, even Pharaoh’s. This was the thing that finally got 
Pharaoh’s attention, and he let the Israelites go free. From then on, the Israelites would gather once 
a year to remember and celebrate God’s faithfulness. That is the backdrop for why Jesus was in 
Jerusalem. 

day 2 F R I DAY/ SAT U R DAY

Jesus finds Himself and His disciples in Jerusalem, along with countless other Jews, preparing for a 
week of celebration. But you see, Jesus knows something the disciples don’t know. He knows that 
this will be the last Passover He will ever celebrate with them. 

Where we pick up the story, it’s sometime Friday or Saturday, the day before the Passover week cel-
ebration kicks off. Jesus and the disciples are in Bethany, a little town where their good friends Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus lived. This was a family that loved Jesus greatly, and Jesus loved them too. 

This family had reason to love Jesus. After all, Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. (If you’re mak-
ing a list, bringing someone back from the dead is an excellent way to get them to like you.) But He 
had also invested in the lives of Mary and Martha. There was genuine affection between them. 

It’s Saturday night, less than a week before Jesus would be arrested, tried, and sentenced to death 
on the cross. Martha was bringing in the food to Jesus and the disciples. There were probably others 
there too, including Lazarus who was hanging next to Jesus. (In those days, when you ate you sat on 
the ground on pillows or rugs. Your feet were behind you away from the food, and you sort of laid 
down or reclined while you ate.) Suddenly, out of nowhere, in comes Mary. But she’s not serving 
food. She’s carrying a large bottle. 

Mary approached Jesus. She went to where He was reclined, and bending over and opening the bottle, 
poured perfume on His feet. But she didn’t stop there. She didn’t get a towel and wipe his feet off; she 
used her hair. Her own hair. Bending down, she cleaned Jesus’ feet while He reclined at the table. Peo-
ple didn’t know how to react as the smell of the expensive perfume filled the room. This was unusual! 
Some people, especially Judas (the disciple who would betray Jesus barely a week later) complained 
that it was a waste to pour the perfume on Jesus’ feet. But Jesus didn’t complain. Jesus was moved by 
the heart of a woman who showed Him such a moving and humble expression of worship.  

Jesus looked at Mary and what she had done for Him, and He looked at Judas. “Leave her alone,” 
He said to His disciple. “So that she may keep it for the day of my burial.” No one at the table knew 
at that moment what Jesus meant, but in just a few days they would. Whether Mary knew it or not, 
the touching moment at the dinner table would be repeated not even a week later when the body of 
Jesus was taken down from the cross and prepared with perfume for burial. But on this night, there 
was dinner to be eaten, and so they ate.

The Bible says that crowds of people gathered at the home, hearing that Jesus, the same one who 
had raised Lazarus from the dead, was back in town. 

LOOKING CLOSER
What’s the most you’ve ever willingly chosen to sacrifice for the good of someone else? Maybe you 
helped a friend study for a test when you wanted to be doing something else. Maybe you gave mon-
ey to a cause or person you chose to support. Maybe you gave up your time for a mission project. 
How much have you given up to bless someone else?

Take a moment and read John 12:1–8. This is an amazing account of sacrifice. Because we’re reading 
it 2,000 years after it happened, it’s easy for us to miss the real meaning of what Mary did. Let’s 
break it down and see what we can learn from this. 
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First, let’s look at what Mary sacrificed. This was a HUGE deal. The perfume was VERY expensive. 
It was worth what a day-laborer would have earned in a year. What was Mary doing with such ex-
pensive perfume? We can’t say for sure. Some people say it was like her family’s savings; something 
set aside in case times got tough. But many people throughout history believe it may have been 
something called a “dowry.” In those days a dowry would be a gift that a woman would bring to the 
table when she was getting married. If this was Mary’s dowry, she essentially sacrificed getting mar-
ried when she poured it out on Jesus’ feet. Either way, it’s a huge sacrifice, one that Jesus tenderly 
accepted knowing what it cost Mary.

Next, let’s look at what Mary did. Touching someone’s feet the way Mary touched Jesus’ feet would 
have been the job of a servant. It would have been seen as way beneath Mary, a degrading experi-
ence. But she humbled herself to honor Jesus this way.

Finally, let’s look at the meaning behind what Mary did. It likely caused confusion. And made Judas’ 
greed flare up. But John included this story where he did because he wanted it to foreshadow Jesus’ 
death. In John’s Gospel, this event serves as the beginning of the narrative of Jesus’ crucifixion. 

Mary was willing to sacrifice greatly to show Jesus how much she loved Him. Reading this story 
leads us to ask the same questions of ourselves, doesn’t it? 

THINK ABOUT THIS:
 1. What have you sacrificed as a way of showing Jesus how much you love Him? A better 
    question may be, what is standing in the way of you following Jesus more faithfully? 
    Are you willing to sacrifice this to draw closer to Jesus?

 2. It was socially unacceptable for Mary to clean Jesus’ feet the way she did. What aspects 
    of your life as a Christ-follower come into conflict with the world around you?

 3. Spend some time in prayer today asking God to show you ways you can be more devoted 
    to Him. 

day 3F R I DAY/ SAT U R DAY
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