
When you stand up in front of students proclaim the Word of God, you need trusted, creative, Biblically solid content. 
YM360’s Sermon Series is exactly what you’re looking for. 

Field-tested, from-the-trenches of youth ministry, YM360 Sermon Series are complete sermon outlines and graphic packages 
designed to help you lead students closer to God through proclaiming His Word.

Thank you for downloading this sample PDF from our Sermon Series line of resources.

HOW DO I: LEARNING ESSENTIALS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

We have a lot of questions about our faith. Questions like: how do I read my Bible, how do I pray or how do I make a difference? The reality is we do 
want to know the answers to these questions but don’t know where to start. What if the answers to these questions are not as difficult as we think 
they are. In this series, we will be answering some of these questions to help us grow in our faith. 

“HOW DO I” COVERS THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES AND PASSAGES:

	 • SESSION 1: 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 - “HOW DO I READ MY BIBLE?”: In this first session, you’ll set up the importance 
	   of the Bible and answer the questions of why a student should read the Bible and give them some practical steps into learning how to 
	   read the Bible. Students will walk away with hearing the Bible is more than just another book.	

	 • SESSION 2: EPHESIANS 6:18 - “HOW DO I PRAY?”: In this session, students will hear that prayer is not this overly
	    complicated practice…It is simply talking to God. Students will learn a helpful method to guide them as they pray.

	 • SESSION 3: 1 TIMOTHY 4:12 - “HOW DO I MAKE A DIFFERENCE?”: The world needs people to make a difference.
	   In this session, students will hear that even though they are young, they can set an example by the life they live and help make a
	   difference in the world.

	 • SESSION 4: PROVERBS 17:17 - “HOW DO I BE A FRIEND?”: Our friendships are so important. In this session, students 
	   will hear that God has created us to be in relationship with others and that being a good friend is to love at all times.



“HOW DO I” IS PART OF YM360’S SERMON SERIES LINE OF RESOURCES AND IS IDEAL FOR:

	 • Any large group setting
	 • Mid-week youth service
	 • “Master teacher” format

EVERY SERMON SERIES FROM YM360 COMES WITH:

	 • SERMON MANUSCRIPTS - Every Sermon Series comes with sermon manuscripts. Teach them “as is” or adapt them to suit 
	    your specific context.

	 • SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - These are designed for follow-up small group interaction after your sermon.	

	 • PROMOTIONAL ART (INCLUDING INSTAGRAM IMAGES) - Perfect for websites and Instagram, or print them off for 
	    posters or bulletin inserts.

	 • TITLE AND BACKGROUND SLIDES - These are designed to be dropped into your favorite presentation software to help 
	    you build a creative environment around your sermon. Use them as a backdrop for song lyrics, Scripture passages, and any 
	    illustrations you choose to display.

	 • LOGO TREATMENT (WITH NATIVE FILES INCLUDED) - We include a logo file and the native design files to allow 
	    you to use the logo in ways you see fit.

	 • 100% DOWNLOADABLE 



BACKGROUND SLIDES, PROMOTIONAL
ARTWORK, AND MORE . . . 

Each YM360 Sermon Series comes with title and background slides, promotional art (including Instagram images), and logo treatments. 
Here is what to expect.

BACKGROUND AND 
TITLE SLIDES

PROMOTIONAL
ARTWORK

INSTAGRAM
IMAGES

LOGO
TREATMENT

NOTE: Each YM360 Sermon Series also 
comes with the native files of the logo in case 
you want to replicate the design for other uses. 



How Do I Sermon Series Overview 
The Sermon Series Overview is a one-page glimpse of the stuff you need to know to begin preparing to preach. 
 

• Session 1 Purpose: In this first session, you’ll set up the importance of the Bible and answer the 
questions of why a student should read the Bible and give them some practical steps into learning how 
to read the Bible. Students will walk away with hearing the Bible is more than just another book. 

• Scripture Passages: 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Psalms 119:105 
• Session 1 Snapshot: You don't have to be a seminary graduate or super smart Bible Christian to read 

the Bible. The Bible is more than just a book, and our relationship with it is very important. Many of us 
do not read the Bible because we don't know where to start or are just too busy. In this message, 
students will realize the importance of God's Word and some practice on learning how to read 
Scripture. 

• What You Need: 
	
	
	
Details on How Do I Sermon Series Outlines 
	
We have a lot of questions about our faith. Questions like: how do I read my Bible, how do I pray or how do I 
make a difference? The reality is we do want to know the answers to these questions but don't know where to 
start. What if the answers to these questions are not as difficult as we think they are. In this series, we will be 
answering some of these questions to help us grow in our faith.  
 

• Session 1: How Do I Read My Bible?: In this first session, you’ll set up the importance of the Bible and 
answer the questions of why a student should read the Bible and give them some practical steps into 
learning how to read the Bible. Students will walk away with hearing the Bible is more than just 
another book. 

• Session 2: How Do I Pray?: In this session, students will hear that prayer is not this overly complicated 
practice…It is simply talking to God. Students will learn a helpful method to guide them as they pray. 

• Session 3: How Do I Make a Difference?: The world needs people to make a difference. In this session, 
students will hear that even though they are young, they can set an example by the life they live and 
help make a difference in the world. 

• Session 4: How Do I Be a Friend?: Our friendships are so important. In this session, students will hear 
that God has created us to be in relationship with others and that being a good friend is to love at all 
times. 

 
How To Use How Do I Sermon Series 
This sermon series outline is designed for use by a communicator in a large group setting. It provides the 
illustrations, pictures, Scriptures, background information, and application points that you will need to prepare 
your lesson. It also includes discussion questions that could be used in a small group following the message, a 
parent page that gets families involved, and artwork for promotion or message support. 
 
These sermons are designed to be useful for all types of groups and churches, and you should feel free to 
make adjustments that benefit your particular circumstance.  
 
 
 	



How Do I Sermon Series Outline | Session 1: How Do I Read My Bible? 
 

I. Introduction 
a. Hey everyone. Welcome back. So glad you’re here as we start our new series tonight!  
b. Series Intro 

i. We all have so many questions about our faith that begin with the phrase, “How do I…?”  
ii. Questions like how do I read my bible, how do I pray, how do I make a difference, how 

do I be a good friend, etc.  
iii. The reality is that we do want answers to those questions, but we don’t know where to 

start…But what if the answers to those questions aren’t as difficult as we think. 
iv. For the next several weeks, we're going to look at these questions and what the answers 

are. 
c. Tonight, we’re going to look at the question of how do I read my Bible? 

i. I hope that many of us will leave tonight with a deeper and clearer understanding of 
what the Bible is and a desire to read it more. 

ii. Tonight, our big idea is: The Bible…it’s more than just a BOOK. [repeat the big idea 
statement.] We'll talk about why in just a few minutes, but here are a few things you'll 
find about the Bible if you simply Google, what is the Bible. 

1. The Bible is one of the most controversial books in history. 
2. It is the most quoted and most sold book of all time. 
3. It is translated in over 600 languages. As of August 2018, the entire Bible is 

available in 677 languages. That’s great, but today there are still around 2000 
languages that don’t have a Bible in their language.1 

4. The bible has inspired arts, movies, books, music, government, and decisions our 
country has made. 

5. The bible is a big deal. It’s more than just any other book. 
iii. What we’ll see tonight is that you don’t have to have a special degree, be a pastor, wait 

until you’re older, or even be super smart to read the Bible.  
1. You can start reading the Bible today.  
2. Before we talk about why and how, let’s answer some of the what… 

II. What do you know about the Bible? [look to the person next to you and tell them one thing you know 
about the Bible] 

a. [tip: one option to this section could be to play this video: 
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/how-to-read-the-bible/. It is 5 mins 47 seconds, so you 
would either need to use it or follow along the outline below depending on the time you have to 
speak.] 

b. Here are a few important details to know about the Bible: 
i. 66 books. Two parts. OT and NT. OT – before Jesus was on Earth. Written by about 40 

different people but only one author, God. 
ii. Its major theme is about God's story with humankind and Jesus, our Savior. 

iii. It’s made up of different genres: OT Law, history, poetry, songs, prophecies, letters. 
iv. It is the 1st book ever printed—Gutenberg Bible in the 15th century. Since then, billions 

of copies sold.  
v. Even though this book is the most sold and one of the most popular/famous books in 

the world, it is often misunderstood, and even more so, it is misinterpreted. 
 

 
1https://joshuaproject.net/assets/media/handouts/bible-translation-status.pdf  



c. A few more things to know before we go into the why and how. This is all setting the stage of 
what the Bible is.  

i. The Bible tells us about God. 
1. It is God’s self-revelation to the world about who He is. It’s the way God showed 

Himself to the world. 
2. One of the primary reasons God gave us this book is so that we can know who 

He is. Isn't that great? God wants us to know Him. 
3. If you’ve ever wondered if God still speaks today, the answer is yes. Everyday. 

Right here in this word. 
ii. The Bible is God-breathed. 

1. Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17  
2. This book was inspired by God. It demands we study it carefully and 

wholeheartedly. This means it is the final authority for our lives.  
3. Not just obey a little here or there but all the time in our lives. 
4. Do we get this perfect…no, but we grow each day with this book because it is the 

very words of God.  
iii. The Bible is infallible [look to your neighbor and say infallible] 

1. We see this in 2 Timothy too. The fact that the Bible is inspired by God and 
breathed by Him means it is perfect and without error.  

2. That's a new word for some of you. That means it is incapable of being wrong. 
3. I'll say it again; the Bible cannot be wrong. It is right, and it is true. 
4. Whether you want to acknowledge it or not, the Bible is right, and it is God's 

Word. Our world and culture don't really like this, but the reality for Christians is 
we have to be okay with that. We have got to stop apologizing for what the Bible 
says and recognize it as truth and right, even in a world that tells us to see it 
differently.   

5. It is perfect. We have to get this right about the Bible. 
6. For all of us in the room today, our world and culture will throw thoughts, ideas, 

beliefs, and lifestyles that will challenge the trustworthiness, and if the Bible is 
right for all of time and whether you like it or not, this book is incapable of being 
wrong. It is perfect. This book is without error or flaw.   

7. This Bible is more than just any other book.   
iv. The Bible guides our lives. 

1. Read Psalm 119:105. 
2. Teaches us how to live life and teaches us what truth is.  
3. Gives us direction and guidance on who God is, how to be in relationship with 

Him and others and gives us purpose in who we are. 
d. Now that we’ve talked a little about what the Bible is, let’s talk about the why… 

 
III. Why Should I Read My Bible? 

a. Look to the person next to you and tell them, "you should read your Bible." 
b. If we recognize that the Bible is, in fact, God's Word and it more than just another book, why do 

we neglect it? 
c. [Interact with the crowd and ask: What are the main reasons people do not regularly read the 

Bible? Once you have a few different answers move on.]  
 

d. Here are 4 reasons why I think people don't read the Bible. We'll start with the fourth reason 
and work our way to the #1 reason. 

i. It is boring.  



1. This one is hard to imagine. Now trying to get all on your toes, but how can you 
say the Bible is boring? This book has love, hate, war, romance, injustice, 
miracles, the purpose of life, teaches us about sex, talks about faith, some crazy 
fighting scenes, and all kinds of action. How is that boring? 

ii. You don’t know where to start. 
1. This one is understandable to a degree. A lot of people know this is an important 

book, but don't know where to start. We'll unpack this later and talk about how 
to read the Bible. If that is you, I want to help you with that. 

iii. You don’t understand it. 
1. You simply think it's too confusing, and you can't understand it. I get it, but let's 

just all be clear…there are parts of the Bible that will always be confusing and 
hard to understand. A lot of the Bible is easy for us to read and understand, but 
some things are hard, and that's okay. 

iv. You’re too busy. 
1. Okay, this one is one I’m guilty of sometimes, but I shouldn't. I make time to play 

games, check social media, watch TV, but neglect my Bible. I get it. You have 
school, hard classes, sports, your favorite shows to watch, friend life, and you 
must keep your Tik-Tok game up so you can make it on the For You Page. 

v. The more we learn the importance of God’s Word and love this word, the quicker we 
will realize those are all just silly excuses. 

e. It’s important to know some foundational things about the Bible like what we just talked about, 
but the next step leads us to why should I read the Bible?  

i. [interact with the crowd on asking them, “Why should I read the Bible?” and get 
responses from them to help lead into this section.] 

f. The more I read the Bible, the more I realize how much I need it and how important it is to me.  
i. Sure, I'll go through days where I forget to read it or don't make it a priority, but I pick it 

back up, and it's just feeling of "ahhhhhh” like a sigh of relief, a place of refuge, a sense 
of peace comes over me.  

g. We should read this Bible because God calls us to it. It is His message to us. Your relationship 
with the Bible is so important because it is important to your relationship with the Lord.  

h. The foundation of our lives should be built on God’s Word. It should be part of our DNA. 
i. From my personal experience, you can trust this. This Bible, it corrects us, it teaches us the 

truth, it defines truth, it shows us what is wrong with our lives, it shows us the story of God's 
love and His relationship with the entire world, it shows us where we come from and where 
we're going after this life. 

j. The Bible brings us hope, encouragement, and purpose. Those are all things that we so 
desperately need in this life. 

i. [share a personal story of how the Bible has impacted your life]  
k. The Bible helps us grow in our relationship with God. How do relationships grow? 

Communication, conversation, and time spent together. When you read God's Word, you are 
spending time with God to communicate with Him. 

l. So, there are a few reasons why we should read the Bible…the next point will help us on how to 
read our Bible. 

 
IV. How Should I Read My Bible? 

a. I think oftentimes, we all want to read the Bible, but we don’t know where to start. If that is 
you tonight, hear me on this, you are not alone.  

b. If you're here tonight and you're like, I'm already reading my Bible daily, then let these me 
gentle reminders for you and encourage you that you are on the right track!  



c. I want to give you some really simple and practical steps that you can use tonight and the 
following days to help you read your Bible outside of this room and church!  

d. Now that we know about the Bible and why we should read it, we can all agree that if the Bible 
is this important, we must spend more time with it. We must be reading it outside of 
Wednesday and Sunday.  

e. When it comes to reading the Bible, we must: 
i. Make a choice [repeat back to me] 

1. Would you choose to get into God's Word? I get it. This is the hardest part. 
2. It requires you to be disciplined with it. The easy excuse is just to say that you're 

too busy or we don't know where to start, but we must choose to read it. 
3. We fill our lives with so much: school, homework, sports, friends, social media, 

gaming, TV, etc…but how much time do you spend to be in God’s Word. 
4. Some of you don’t know how to read it because you simply haven’t made time 

for it in your life. 
5. If that’s you, one challenge for you is every time you catch your self-opening 

Netflix, Instagram, Snapchat, etc., you would open your Bible app and read a 
verse. 

6. I'm not telling you to quit all those things or throw them away, but maybe you 
need to hit pause on them. 

7. Choose to remove distractions when you read your Bible. 
a. You may need to get alone to do it.  
b. You may need to turn your phone off or notifications off. 
c. You may need to get away from the TV. 
d. You may avoid getting in your bed to read it when you're already so tired 

and the lights out, so you don't fall asleep. 
8. Making a choice includes finding a consistent time and place. Find a good time 

that works for you within your say. Don’t be afraid to make it part of your daily 
schedule. If you need to do it before you go to school or you need to do it before 
dinner or whatever it may be, but make a choice and stick to it.  

9. Ask yourself: am I making time for God’s Word? 
10. You want to make choices in reading the Bible that will help set you up for 

success, and that leads to our next point on how we should read our Bible… 
ii. Get a plan [repeat back to me] 

1. This is huge. A lot of us struggle because we don’t know where to start…we don’t 
have a plan. 

2. Let me tell you what not to do: 
a. Flip and dip method. [I explain this from a personal story of when I first 

got saved I would flip my Bible open to a random page and dip my finger 
down on a random line, and that would be my Bible reading for the day. 
Then, the next day I would do the same thing again and never read a full 
story or anything in context.  

3. We have to read the Bible in context. We can’t randomly read through it and 
expect to make sense of it all…think about it 

a. You wouldn’t watch a movie by starting in random spots and jumping all 
over the movie or by reading any other book by only reading it in random 
spots. 

4. You’ve got to make a plan to spend time with your Bible.  
5. Now hear me, don't over-complicate this. Start simple. 10-15 minutes a day. 



6. If you have a phone, you can use the YouVersion bible plan and look at hundreds 
of different devotionals and reading plans. 

7. [tip: as you share this, it would be great to have some other available resources 
within your church/context that a student could have that would help them get 
started in a reading plan.] 

8. As you read, there are a few questions to always ask yourself: 
a. What does the passage say? 
b. What does the passage mean? 
c. What should I do about it? 
d. How can I remember it? 

9. There is no perfect plan or even a wrong one. The important thing is whatever 
you do, do it daily. 

iii. Don’t give up! [repeat back to me] 
1. Whatever you do, don’t give up! If you miss a day, miss two days, don’t give up. 
2. One of the reasons people give up on reading the Bible is because they view it as 

a chore or a checklist. 
a. Then they feel they have gotten behind, and it's just so overwhelming to 

start it back up. 
3. Don’t give up, don’t give up, don’t give up. 
4. It’s a place to go page after page and read about how this perfect God loves us.  
5. When we give up, we let the enemy/satan win.  

 
V. Conclusion 

a. See, the Bible is a big deal. It’s not just any book. It’s the most important book in this world.  
i. MY challenge to you is don't let the Bible intimidate you. It's big, it's about God, and it is 

life-changing, but embrace that.  
b. Maybe you're here tonight, and your relationship with the Bible is pretty weak, and you don't 

have one. 
i. I would encourage you to choose to get into this book and read this Word. Build your 

life on the foundation of these pages. 
c. If you’re here tonight and don’t know who Christ our Savior is, this book will tell you all about 

Him and myself of our leaders would love to tell you more about that.  
d. If you’re here tonight and you’re doing a good job at reading the Bible, then consider taking it 

to another level.  
e. If you read the Bible for 5 minutes a day, consider moving it to 10 or from 10 to 15. Increase the 

amount of time you’re reading the Bible and let God’s Word soak into your life.  
f. Make it a habit. Some of you need to commit to reading the Bible for 10 minutes for the next 

seven days. You need to work on making your Bible reading a new habit. 
i. Just like the habit of brushing your teeth and putting on deodorant. The more you do it, 

the more it’ll become a habit. 
ii. Be committed to reading God’s Word even when you don’t feel like it! 

g. If there is anything I can do to help you better understand the Bible or help get you started, find 
me or talk to a leader!  

h. Before we close, I want to read a passage of Scripture over you that is my prayer for how you 
would see God’s Word. Read Psalm 119:10-15.  

i. Pray. 
 


